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COUNCIL January 15, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, January 15, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Detective Bob Wilson was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Stuckert to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, January 2, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson gave notice of a Public Hearing on the Rezoning Petition for G-1 

Zoning on Thursday February 19, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers. 

 

President Peterson gave notice of a Public Hearing for rezoning of 2.996 acres owned by 

LT Land Development from R-3 to B-2 on Thursday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m. in Council 

Chambers.  

 

President Peterson - The information on both of these rezoning hearings is on file at the 

Clerk of Council’s Office.  

 

President Peterson – You have been given committee assignments. Those will be on the 

agenda for the next council meeting for your consideration and approval. At the next 

council meeting, the mayor will present his State of the City address.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked if there were any changes in the committee assignments. 

President Peterson explained that after surveying the council committee chairs, the 

majority of them were fine continuing with their current assignments, so there would be 

no changes.  

 

Mayor – In the absence of Mayor Riley, there was no report.    

 

Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee - Chairperson McKay – We are looking at a Water Committee 

meeting on the regularly scheduled meeting date.   

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation to authorize the mayor 

to enter into a street lighting agreement. He highlighted that it is a five-year agreement 

and over the life of the agreement, there will be a 3-percent increase. There will also be 

new reporting methods for outages through a website and as old equipment is replaced, 

new technology will be instituted.  
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A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into an 

Agreement with Miami Valley Lighting, LLC for Street Lighting, and Declaring an 

Emergency.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5203 passed as read. 

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer – We are planning on having a committee 

meeting before the next council.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making supplemental 

appropriations to finish up 2014.  

 

Mary Kay Vance explained none of the items affected the General Fund.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations (2014). 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5204 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations to the 

2015 budget from the following funds: Street Lighting Fund (Property Casualty 

Insurance), Wilmington Succeeds (Homesteading Grant), and General Fund (Indigent 

Burial).  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5205 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead – No report yet, but it is getting close.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay had no report.  
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Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert – We need to schedule a meeting, 

hopefully next week. 

 

Service Director – In the absence of Service Director Reinsmith, there was no report.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, there was no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller that the following reports be 

accepted as presented. 

1. December 2014 Auditor-Treasurer Report 

2. Statement of Interest Earned 

 a. Second Six Months 2014 

 b. Twelve Months 2014 

 c. Investment Summary 

3. December 2014 Income Tax Report 

4. 2014 Municipal Court Report 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Patricia Rand - 496 Randolph Street – inquired about the status of the landfill.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that the process is in the hands of the administration and 

no timetable currently exists for the process.  

 

Patricia Rand asked if there was a committee in place to try to get companies to come 

into the town.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained the structure of the Economic Development Group and 

outlined recent economic development successes.  

 

President Peterson added that not just the committee is doing work for economic 

development; the citizens in the community are also involved.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig also pointed out that the Economic Development Group will be 

making a presentation at the next Network Alliance meeting on the first Thursday in 

February at the Hampton Inn. The meeting is open to anyone who wants to attend.  

 

Patricia Rand asked again about the timetable for the landfill.  

 

[Discussion of landfill] 

 

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph Street – brought up concerns about the state of disrepair of 

the streets. He suggested a consultant be brought in to give the determination that the 

city needs to pass a levy to pay for the street repairs. This way the responsibility of the 

decision would be taken off both the administration and the council members. He stated 

that dodging potholes will give a bad impression to companies who potentially may be 

looking to locate in Wilmington. He asked if there is a plan in place to address street 

repair.  

 

Councilman McKay – At our next streets committee meeting, we will be discussing that 

issue with the hopes of developing a plan.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 
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A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

President Peterson declared the meeting adjourned. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL February 5, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, February 5, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, January 15, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to confirm the appointment of 

Laura Railing Gibson as Assistant Director of Law. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Appointment approved. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to approve the Council 

Committee assignments as presented.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Committee assignments approved.  

 

President Peterson presented a Notice to Legislative Authority from the Ohio Division of 

Liquor Control for a New C2 Permit from Ohio CVS Stores LLC dba CVS Pharmacy 

6098, 1523 Rombach Ave. Wilmington, OH 

 

President Peterson announced a special meeting of City Council on Thursday, February 

12, at 6:30 p.m.  The purpose is for the agenda item of Streets.  

 

Mayor – Governor John Kasich has decided to present the State of the State address in 

Clinton County on the 24
th

 of February. This is extraordinary for us and I appreciate 

Governor Kasich’s support over the past years.  

 

Mayor Riley presented the State of the City Address.    

 

Madam President, Members of Council, fellow elected officials, city staff, 

citizens and friends:  

 

Doors open and doors close.  

 

Not long ago a major door was closed on this community. Jobs were lost. 

Over a short time period, many doors throughout this community were 

slammed closed.  

 

Shortly following the loss of thousands of jobs locally, we saw national, 

state and local economies turned upside down by the October 2008 

banking crisis and the recession of 2009. Our citizens were hurting. 

 

A friend, Keith Hyde, responded. At the time Keith was the executive 

director of Workforce Services Unlimited. They have an office at the 
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county Job and Family Services building. Keith’s main office is in 

Circleville. 

 

The mission of Workforce Services is to find jobs for displaced workers. 

Keith and his team worked tirelessly to secure large national emergency 

grants that were used to provide education and training for thousands of 

employees who had lost their jobs at the Wilmington Air Park.  

 

They succeeded. Hundreds of our friends and neighbors received training 

and started new careers because of the hard work of Keith Hyde and his 

team.  

 

Keith retired last month. After over forty years of working to help people 

find jobs, Keith and his wife are going to enjoy spending time with family 

and traveling.  

 

I attended Keith’s retirement celebration this past December in 

Circleville. Keith received a Mayoral proclamation from this 

administration awarding him the distinction of being the very first 

‘Honorary Citizen of Wilmington.’  

 

He also received a key to the city. I invited him to return to Wilmington to 

visit his friends and the hundreds of people who are working today 

because of him. 

 

An interesting thing has happened in the six years since this community 

became the poster-child for the recession with the highest unemployment 

rates in the state. We have added hundreds of new jobs; well over a 

thousand.  

 

Several new businesses have established themselves in Wilmington. Many 

of the longtime businesses that have called Wilmington home are 

expanding or making plans for expansion.  

 

Jobs are now available, but many of the jobs are going unclaimed. On a 

drive around the city a few months ago, I snapped several pictures of help-

wanted signs that are being displayed outside of many of our local 

businesses. 

 

There are plans for more new jobs arriving in the near future. With the 

help of the Governor’s JobsOhio initiative, with Bret Dixon, our county 

economic and business development director, our new Speaker of the 

House, Cliff Rosenberger, the Clinton County Regional Planning 

Commission and countless others who have dedicated themselves to 

economic development, we are turning the corner and, we are not just 

heading toward… but we are experiencing economic recovery. 

Jobs are now available. If you live here, apply for a job. If you live 

elsewhere, come to Wilmington. We can put you to work. We can help you 

find a job, find a house and find a wonderful community to call home. 

Come to Wilmington. 

 

When people move into a new community, they expect and want certain 

things. They want quality, yet affordable, housing; excellent city services; 

opportunities for dining; entertainment; excellent healthcare; and, of 

great importance, they want excellent educational opportunities for their 

children. 

 

It is important that a healthy, growing community is attractive to young 

people and especially, young professionals. Over the past decade or more, 

the number of residents with a bachelor’s degree has sharply declined. We 

have identified a need to reverse that trend.  
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Earlier this year, we unveiled a new, multi-phased program that we have 

named “Wilmington Succeeds.” 

 

In cooperation with Wilmington City Schools, Southern State Community 

College, Wilmington College, the Regional Planning Commission, city 

administration and some excellent volunteers, including Rob Jaehnig, we 

developed a program that can assure the students of Wilmington City 

Schools that a college education can be affordable and is certainly 

attainable for them.  

 

Another important aspect of Wilmington Succeeds is encouraging recent 

college graduates, young professionals, to own a home in the city. In 

conjunction with the state’s Grants for Grads program and the city’s 

newly implemented Homestead Grants program, we have welcomed 

several recent college graduates to the home-ownership ranks of 

Wilmington. 

 

I am pleased to tell you that the entire program appears to be working 

very well – better, in fact, than we had anticipated. Wilmington High 

School students are taking advantage of post-secondary educational 

opportunities. They are taking advantage of Southern State Community 

College’s grant program and the forgivable loan program available from 

Wilmington College. The program is working. Wilmington is becoming 

known as an excellent community that strongly supports education – from 

the city school system to college and beyond. 

 

A new comprehensive plan is being produced by the Clinton County 

Regional Planning Commission. This plan will be completed and 

presented to the city and the community in 2015. I am excited to review 

the recommendations and to begin a strategically planned implementation 

of the approved plan. 

 

Economic development and expansion were emphasized and occurred in 

2014 and will continue to be a main focus in 2015.  

 

Wilmington College has two major building projects in progress. CVS will 

be changing the face of the downtown as they develop their new site, 

which will be bordered by Main Street, Walnut Street and Sugartree 

Street. Expansion and traffic flow changes are anticipated on 68 South at 

the Ahresty plant. A new traffic flow will be developed between SR 68 and 

Cuba Road. A new entrance will be engineered that will enhance safety 

for traffic coming and going from Ahresty. 

 

Several other projects will be in the developmental phases throughout the 

coming year. With most of these projects… come new jobs. 

 

Over the past three years, we have made significant strides in stabilizing 

the city budget. A few years ago, Councilman Mead recommended that we 

maintain a 25% carryover. We have been able to do that and at times have 

exceeded that goal.  

 

Through our economic development efforts and resultant job creation, we 

have significantly increased our earnings tax revenues over the past three 

years.  

 

We were finally able to reward our employees with a much deserved pay 

increase.  

 

Our employees stuck with us for the past six years without any step 

increases, grade increases or cost of living increases. During that time, 

the consumer price index increased by over 12%.  
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The average increase received by our employees last year was well below 

this 12%, but it was a good start. They are good employees. They have 

been loyal to the city. They deserve our support and certainly deserved 

their pay increases and step increases. 

 

While the city has worked to contain our expenses and increase our 

revenue, the state of Ohio has balanced their budget largely by reducing 

distribution of funds to local governments. This has been through 

reductions of the state’s local government fund, the estate tax, personal 

property tax and reductions of various state grants and funds that had 

been shared with local government. 

 

I am delighted that the state has balanced their budget and increased their 

carryover from only 89 cents (that’s right; 89 cents) to approximately $1.5 

billion dollars, but the state’s financial improvements have come at a cost 

to local government. This is not necessarily a complaint; it’s an 

observation. 

 

Now, local governments, like the City of Wilmington, need to address the 

revenue losses we have experienced. Unlike many of Ohio’s local 

governments, we have not only been impacted by the reduced revenue 

stream from the state, but we found out this year that the money lost when 

R&L Carriers changed their truck licensure from Ohio to Indiana 

(approximately $800,000 per year) will never be returned to Wilmington; 

not even if R&L returns their licensure to Ohio. 

 

To recoup these losses, I will ask city council to place an earnings tax 

increase on the ballot this year for the citizens’ consideration. An increase 

of only .25% will bring in about $1 million additional revenue. That would 

bring the city earnings tax to 1.25%. The state average is 1.46%.  

I will also propose that $750,000 of that be earmarked for street 

maintenance and that the additional funds be used for safety services and 

capital improvements as designated and approved by city council.  

No one wants to consider tax increases, but due to permanent losses in 

city revenue from the state and the bureau of motor vehicles, and the bare-

bones operational costs that have been implemented and maintained by 

the city, I don’t see any viable alternative.  

 

In a nutshell, we have excellent opportunities for economic development 

and growth in the near future. We have a bright outlook.  

 

The State of Ohio has stabilized their funding. We need to assess and 

stabilize our funding. We have a 25% carryover, but we still have needs 

and services that our citizens deserve. 

 

In summary, the state of the City of Wilmington is good. Our future 

appears to be bright. We, as a community, must not look to the problems 

of the past, but we must press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

 

Thank you. God Bless you all and God Bless the City of Wilmington 

 

Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation authorizing the annual 

advertising and purchase of chemicals for the Water Department.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Advertising for Bids and Purchase of Chemicals for the 

Water Department, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 
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Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation amending the traffic 

control map to make fewer spaces on the north side of Sugartree near the courthouse.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

An Ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5206 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay – The City is required to perform bridge inspections. ODOT has a 

program that allows them to provide the service to the city at no charge.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – This is a part of a federal program to help maintain 

infrastructure and to keep bridges from collapsing.  

 

Councilman McKay introduced the preliminary legislation authorizing the Service 

Director to start the process. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Adopting Preliminary Legislation for ODOT Bridge Inspection Program 

Services and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2394 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay – At the Special Council meeting next Thursday at 6:30 we will talk 

about how to afford to pay for our streets and bridges. The mayor mentioned what he is 

thinking about. Nothing is set in stone at this point. If there is a tax component in what 

we decide to do, it would have to be put to the voters. We will talk about it next 

Thursday. Everyone is invited.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig pointed out that the Solid Waste 

Department portion of the State of the City address has good information in it, especially 

in regards to the increased recycling rates in the City. There is a 46% participation rate. 

There is no reason why we all can’t recycle. We have plenty of bins and the ability to do 
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it now. For those of you who aren’t recycling, now is a good time to take the opportunity 

and order a bin and join the 46% of us that are.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Do the changes in how the county does their recycling affect our 

program?  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It doesn’t really affect our program. The County Solid Waste 

Management is no longer able to accept cardboard, so they have removed it from our in-

city collection sites. Cardboard is becoming more and more of an issue and takes up a lot 

of space in the landfill. The demand for cardboard has fluctuated over time and it has 

caused part of the issues. This is something that will be on our agenda moving forward.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – I think we need to get to that agenda soon because there 

are issues we need to discuss. Braden brought to my attention that right now the 

cardboard has nowhere to go in our landfill. We have to talk about how we want to 

handle it.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – We could challenge our high school science departments, 

Southern State and Wilmington College to find an innovative use for the excess 

cardboard.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – One of the issues is the private market has worked to eliminate 

competition. The schools particularly took a hard hit when Abitibi shut down because a 

lot of them were getting funds filtered right directly back to the schools. The schools are 

not only not receiving those funds, but they are having to pay to have their recycling 

removed. Obviously, recycling is important and is something we should try to continue, 

but it is getting more and more expensive as we move forward.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – I was glad to hear that we are not out of the recycling business 

because I helped spread the rumors that we were at one time…when I first heard that we 

were no longer able to recycle…period.  

 

Mayor Riley – It is an interesting problem. The major paper manufacturers find it 

cheaper to manufacture paper from wood pulp rather than from recycled cardboard or 

paper. They have that big profit motive, so that is what they are doing. They bale and 

bundle up this cardboard and they are just stacking it up and stacking it up because they 

don’t have anyone to buy it. They are hoping, as you said, that there will be a market for 

paper and then they will be able to cash in on all of these big pallets of paper that they 

have sitting around. Right now, they are just taking up space.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – There are warehouses and warehouses across the country full of 

cardboard waiting for the market to return. Unfortunately, we have gone years without 

the market returning.  

 

Councilman McKay – If an industry wants to reuse their packing materials, there are 

machines that you can put that cardboard through and it becomes a wonderful packing 

product. It may be a minor thing, but it is something to think about as we are talking to 

folks who are trying to get rid of cardboard.  

 

Bill Limbacher – Do the blue bins take newspaper? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Yes. The blue bins will take newspapers, plastic, glass, metal. 

The only thing that we ask is that you are not putting cardboard in there. Also, if there is 

a lot of food product left on the items, it attracts wild animals.  

 

Paul Hunter – Also, they do not take pasteboard, like cereal boxes.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn pointed out that she liked the 

summary of the Wastewater Department in the State of the City report. They 

accomplished a lot last year.  
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Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented the first reading authorizing 

participation in the Ohio Department of Transportation Cooperative Purchasing 

Program. This is something we do every two years. Phil Floyd from the Transit 

Department is available if there are any questions.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing Participation in the Ohio Department of Transportation 

Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – The Regional Planning Commission has put a lot of work into 

developing an updated comprehensive plan for the City. The Judiciary Committee has 

been reviewing it. We will set up a Special Council meeting to present it in its entirety. 

We have not had one updated since the 1970s. In some cities, this is updated every ten 

years. Taylor Stuckert has done an amazing job. It will help set us up on the right foot to 

move forward as we look at new developments coming into the city, commercial 

opportunities, residential opportunities, and so we don’t approach things in a hodge-

podge manner.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced legislation declaring a 2008 Dodge 

vehicle surplus for the Police Department.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Police Department Vehicle Valued at 

More than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2395 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced a legislation asking the county for 

payment of tax monies.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Authorizing Request for Advance Payment of Settlement from the County. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2396 passed as read. 
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Councilwoman Miller – We have a finance meeting next week. The budget process this 

past year was early and aggressive, and I can’t thank the mayor and department heads 

enough for all the work. I want to start the new year out as a team to be consistent. The 

meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. next Thursday.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead – The committee met and discussed the 

things we have to do to confirm the transfer of the cemetery from the Cemetery Board to 

the City. We were not able to come up with enough concrete answers to be comfortable 

accepting the cemetery at this time. The Law Director is diligently working on getting 

these points straightened out. Brenda is working on gathering data. We are hoping that 

soon we can have a meeting to accept the cemetery.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Main Street group is 

advertising for the position of Director. If anyone is interested in the position, I urge you 

to apply.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert introduced legislation declaring 

an old truck as surplus.  

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Parks Department Vehicle Valued at 

More Than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle; and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2397 passed as read. 

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith – I want to address political signs. I 

created a handout for all who are running to clarify things. No signs are permitted in the 

tree lawn (between the curb and the sidewalk). If there is no sidewalk, the signs are not 

permitted in the right-of-way, about 7.5 feet from the edge of the pavement back. Any 

zones besides industrial, the maximum size sign is 8 square feet, which is like about a 3 

x 2.5 feet. In industrial zones, you are allowed to go 32 square feet. Don’t put your sign 

on someone else’s commercial sign, because your are going to put them in violation, 

because they are only permitted 50 or 100 square feet for their big sign. Be careful on 

corners because there is a corner clearance rule. You can’t block the corner for 

oncoming traffic. If you have a question give us a call. We have zoning maps that you 

can look at.  

 

[Discussion of political signage regulations] 

 

Paul Hunter – In the State of the City, they didn’t put in the water sold and the water 

furnished as we have done every year. Do you have an idea of the difference? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Jerry has repaired three or four major leaks. The one on 

Rombach was very large and he has found two others already. You can call Jerry and get 

the information you need.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, Mayor Riley there was 

no report.  
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Reports 

 

Councilman Stuckert noted that it appeared that the city was up 17% in the first month 

on the income tax report.  

 

Mayor Riley pointed out that it was on the withholding from the employers. That’s up 

over $100,000 from last year. It has been a good January.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller that the Income Tax Report – 

January 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

[Discussion of JUMP hangar employees] 

 

Mayor Riley – As an updated on recycling, we do not accept cardboard, cereal boxes, 

paper plates, cups, pizza boxes or any other paper product normally used in the 

bathroom or kitchen.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Councilman Mead – I would like to bring people up to date on what is happening 

downtown Masonic Lodge building. The building is not presently for sale. The building 

has not been sold. The building will remain in the control of the Wilmington Masonic 

Lodge from this time forward as far as I know. Jen’s Deli is still active in business. 

There are still other tenants there. Nothing is happening right now.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – I think it is exciting to see so many young people stepping 

forward to file petitions to come into office. We have a fair amount of diversity. I think 

these are exciting times.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL February 12, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in special session on Thursday, February 12, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making supplemental 

appropriations: $50,000 for Income Tax Refunds; $50,000 into Capital Equipment for a 

dump truck; $127,000 for a grant in the Waste Fund, $63,500 for the match for this 

grant, and $53,000 for Capital Construction for a retainage invoice; $26,304 to repair 

and expand the computer server that is crashing and $20,600 to expand IT services. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig questioned why the income tax refund line was already short in 

February. Councilwoman Miller stated that it was presented as standard refund. 

Councilman McKay said that Marque Jones indicated that he foresees more refunds in 

the future, but did not indicate if it was a particular group.   

 

[Discussion of income tax refund line] 

 

Councilman Stuckert – Are the computer items things that we didn’t realize we needed 

when we budgeted last year.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – The server has been crashing. There were a few issues back in 

November, but now it has affected payroll, water, income tax. They are also rolling in a 

couple of other upgrades, such as Wi-Fi in the community room.  

 

Chief Weyand stated that it was not only the Wi-Fi, but the cabling in the building needs 

to be upgraded. At the end of the day, we will be functioning better.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – A lot of the networks have been operating as an island. This 

pushes it together under the police server. 

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Does this have an effect on the other fiber project we’ve 

talked about? 

 

Chief Weyand – It has nothing to do with the building itself. We are trying to move the 

server from Mary Kay’s office to ours. It will be separate. We are trying to fix the 

cabling issues that will allow the tax department to reach the server. The fiber is outside 

and has nothing to do with the cabling inside the building.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn asked if the capital construction invoice was something that 

affected this year’s budget or last year’s budget. Councilwoman Miller said it was an 

expensive oversight on the landfill budget, but we can’t do anything about it now.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   
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Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5207 passed as read. 

 

Streets Committee –  

 

President Peterson explained that there would be a discussion of street paving issues in 

the council meeting to allow all members of Council to participate.  

 

Councilman McKay – There is a shortfall that we need to cover, streets need to be 

paved, and money needs to be acquired from some source.  

 

Mayor Riley – We had the Streets meeting two weeks ago where we discussed this. I 

asked Denny Gherman to give me a list of the top streets and prioritize them in terms of 

need and provide a cost for each one. That list is at your places. The list is actually 

alphabetical. I would suggest that council go out and drive them and see what they think. 

Side streets and cul-de-sacs can go longer without repair because they have less traffic. 

Major thoroughfares need more attention. Davids Drive is on here and it constitutes 

$530,000, over half of the budget. I would move this down on the priority list because 

while it is a major thoroughfare, we owe it to our citizens to take care of more residential 

streets. We really won’t know what the cost will be until we bid it out to the contractors. 

We can get those bids at no cost to the city, and then the Board of Control will review 

them to determine what the lowest and best bids are. Then it would go through Streets 

Committee, Finance Committee and City Council. We are just getting to the point where 

it is time to start this process in order to start construction when the weather breaks.  

 

Denny Gherman – I was asked to put together a list of 10-12 streets. I drove the streets 

and came up with 47. I feel that nine of them can be repaired or patched by my crew. 

That left 36. I gave you a list of 18. There are three to four streets in each of the four 

wards. I thought that was a good deal for the citizens of Wilmington. I thought it was a 

little premature to prioritize them until we find out how we are going to pay for it and 

how much we have to do it. At that time, we can prioritize it. It would like some input 

from the council people.  

 

Mayor Riley – I don’t know if I could give my priorities without driving them. The 

eighteen on the list are for mill and new asphalt.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – What are the nine streets? 

 

Denny Gherman – Dana and Regal, Kathryn Drive, Mayfair Drive, Newham Street and 

Oak Street can be salvaged in-house.  

 

Councilman Mead – Those don’t count repairing potholes, correct? 

 

Denny Gherman – Yes. That is separate. We run the pothole patcher continuously.  

 

Paul Hunter – Are the state highways on that list? 

 

Denny Gherman – No.  

 

Mayor Riley – In streets the other day we were talking about Truesdell from Mulberry to 

Nelson Road. ODOT has said they will help us. They were initially talking about 80/20 

split, but we would have to do the engineering. 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – That would be $30,000. We would also be responsible for 

any and all in-depth repair. Their preliminary estimate was around $500,000 for all of 
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that. They want to tell you right up front. They say 80/20, but when you get into the 

repairs, it becomes more like 50/50. That project is scheduled in 2016.  

 

Paul Hunter – State Route 68 and 134 are in 2018? Correct? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Yes.  

 

Mayor Riley – Whenever we have an opportunity to tap into the state budget, we will. 

There will probably always be some split. If our share is only 20%, compared to 100% 

of costs, I think we need to jump on those when ODOT is willing to move on them. I 

look for input by council on the ranking. We also need to look at the future of 

maintaining 110 lane miles of city roads. We need to come up with a replacement and 

repair program for all of those. Some streets can last as little as eight years before they 

need to be repaired. A cul-de-sac can last 20 years before it needs to be repaired. My 

goal is that we have some money appropriated every year for a portion of the street 

repair. We would need to go through a regimented system of deciding when these streets 

need to be replaced and have the money available. We could have done that if the 

$800,000/year was still coming in from R&L. In fact, we did that in the days before we 

lost those funds. I’ve talked to Jeff Linkous about this. Even if we got the licensing back 

in Ohio, it would benefit the city absolutely nothing. We need to find a way of bringing 

in another $700,000 or $800,000 a year just for a street maintenance and repair program 

– basically, Denny’s budget. In the State of the City last week, I proposed a 0.25% 

earnings tax increase, which would bring in approximately $1,000,000. The greater 

portion of that would be dedicated to street repair. The rest of it would be dedicated to 

replacing capital equipment. We need a capital fund to replace equipment that we know 

we need, such as cruisers. I think if we have $750,000-$800,000 for Streets, $150,000 

for replacement of capital equipment, then we need to supplement the parks. In the past 

three years, the parks have gone it on their own and they have done an amazing job of 

getting grants and donations. But for our city park to continue to grow and be something 

that everyone of us can be proud of, the city needs to supplement the City Park Board to 

some extent. They have done an amazing job operating almost as an Enterprise Fund 

with their tax levies. I think everyone of you would like to do something and this would 

give us the opportunity to do something.  

 

Councilman McKay – In essence, I think we understand the task before us. We need to 

break this down a little bit. I am willing to, with Madam President’s approval, have some 

discussion with other council members. That is why we wanted to have this meeting. Do 

we agree with this layout of streets that need to be repaired? Also, how are we going to 

pay for it? The mayor alluded to a long-term plan. I know Councilman Mead has talked 

about this year to jumpstart things taking a significant amount of money from the 

General Fund to start that process. I think council needs to speak to that. At some point, 

we need to wrestle with the long-term situation, because I can’t see a way to come up 

with an extra million dollars every year until we get a lot more employment within the 

city.  

 

President Peterson – Let’s start with your first question – the plan to drive the streets and 

prioritize the repairs.  

 

Councilman McKay – That next Streets meeting would be Wednesday, February 25.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I would question why that would be done. When the $600,000 

was appropriated last year, the way it was worded was, “Denny and Larry know best, so 

it’s not really our role to prioritize the streets.” I drive the streets. I know they’re terrible. 

It’s embarrassing that some of the streets are almost impassable. I was happy with our 

street repair last year and I thought you guys chose great bang for your buck. I question 

our role in delaying by having to re-present my unexperienced decision. I am happy to 

give it, but I question why.  

 

President Peterson – What emerged last year from the Streets Committee Meeting was 

an agreement that was brought to Finance to move forward with streets paving, but the 

Streets Committee made a determination at that time that they would defer to Denny to 
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make that list because they felt he was closer to the situation. So, the matter before us is, 

do you want to defer back to that plan? 

 

Mayor Riley – There was a little bit of a difference last year in that council had allowed 

us $600,000 to be used for streets, so let’s get the best bang for our buck. So, we started 

with the worst and we used $600,000 to work our way down. This is a little bit different 

because we are looking at more money. We can do the same process.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I think it is important that we move the money and we allot it 

and we tell him how much to spend. I feel like that is more my role on council than it is 

to play the role of Larry or Denny and try to prioritize.   

 

Councilman McKay – I think they were just trying to give us an opportunity. I agree 

with you, Marian. In the past, we have allowed the folks that know what they are doing 

to make those decisions. Normally, Denny and Larry.  

 

[Discussion of division of responsibility] 

 

Denny Gherman – My comment when I asked for your input, is I get a call from a lot of 

council people who say they have residents complaining about streets.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I drive the streets all of the time, but I know Denny and Larry have 

the expertise. I can look at them, but I will defer to them.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – I told the mayor I think we could probably delay Davids 

Drive. That is half a million dollars. That roadway was built in two different phases. We 

built one phase that went on Fife and turned right and went to Southern State College. 

Then we came back and connected to Rombach. I think we could delay. My feeling is if 

we got half a million dollars, we could do a lot with that. It’s not like that is all we are 

going to do this year. We have other public works projects. We are building a water line 

out on Fife Avenue. We are building a connector road out at Ahresty and that starts on 

July 1. The way I see it, there are only me and Denny that are going to oversee these two 

big projects. We have our plate pretty full. So, a half a million dollars in paving would 

fit in there real nicely. I hate to see you take a million dollars out of the General Fund. I 

know that Paul says we missed the ballot early on and it would be a fall ballot. I would 

like to do a half a million dollars in paving, take our time and figure out what we want to 

do, and if we want to put it on the ballot put it on in the fall.  

 

Mayor Riley – It was late in the year last year when we decided to do paving last year.  

 

President Peterson – I think we have a decision on the first item – prioritizing the list.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Did we actually spend the $600,000 last year on that list? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – It was just a hair lower.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Also on Lowes/Davids Drive. Did we buy that debt? Is that the 

one where we bought the debt? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – We still owe it.  

 

Mary Kay Vance – We still have approximately $300,000 of bond anticipation note on 

Davids Drive. We have a little piece left on Lowes Drive, less than $100,000, and then 

the rest we did last July was landfill. You are absolutely correct, there is a piece that is 

around $300,000 left on Davids Drive.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Denny would it be possible for you to give us a report and a cost 

on each of the ones you did last year? 

 

[Discussion of last year’s paving projects] 
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Mayor Riley – I can have Denny give that to the Street chair and give it as a presentation 

in a week when we have our meeting.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – I don’t want you to spend all of that General Fund money 

because we are acquiring a cemetery and it needs a lot of work. We don’t know where 

we are going to be on money with that thing either, so we just really don’t want to tap 

out knowing that we have that over our heads, Bob.  

 

President Peterson – Do we have a consensus on the prioritizing? 

 

Councilman Stuckert – I would like to see it start early.  

 

President Peterson – The second item is short-term funding and the amount.  

 

Councilman McKay – I understood Larry’s idea about a half million and then tackle the 

rest of it, primarily Davids Drive, as we corral the rest of the funds.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I agree that it would be a good start.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Did we move money at the second half of last year? It was 

pretty late in the season and we got a lot done. So, even if we just did the $500,000 now 

and keep them busy, I don’t want to have so many irons in the fire that you feel pulled 

away from the projects. I know you said Fife is going to be a big deal. If we have all of 

this going on at once, it might stretch you too thin. If we could present it as this 

$500,000 and then once it’s spent, catch your breath, prioritize again. I wouldn’t be 

opposed to that.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith- Another thing with Davids Drive, there are still several 

catch basins out there that need to be rebuilt. I’m sure you’ve seen barricades over some 

of them. It would be nice of you to have those rebuilt before we went and finished them 

out.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Is there a timeline for those? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – I think Harry can develop a plan that fits in with whatever 

we’re doing.  

 

President Peterson – Any other discussion on the amount? 

 

Councilman Mead – You’ve all looked at the list. Hopefully there will be paving coming 

to a street near you soon. At the last Streets meeting and the last Finance meeting, I 

presented an idea that I think we should adopt. I have not presented it as a motion yet. I 

came here this evening fully prepared to present it as a motion to pass an ordinance to do 

this, but, because of protocol and various positions, we’ve decided to put it off by a 

week. My idea was that we have money in the carryover. I think the streets are getting 

terrible. As Denny has explained, if we don’t do something soon, we are going to be 

deeper in the hole. It takes a certain amount of money every year to keep them up. He 

said he needed quite a bit of money to get a jumpstart and catch up. In the streets 

meeting, I recommended that we consider a significant portion of the carryover to be 

used for that purpose. The streets are for all the citizens. The streets are bad and they 

need to be repaired. Everybody agrees with that. That is what I wanted to do. They 

wanted to wait. I went to the Finance meeting this evening, and I was prepared to present 

again what I wanted to do, which was take $1 million from the carryover and transfer it 

to street repaving. If we don’t do it, we’re going to have to wait a year or more to get 

enough money to start some of these things, and we are going to be in a bad way. We’ve 

got the money now, and I know I’m one of those guys that says not to spend it. But, here 

I am saying that this is something that we’ve got to do. It tickles me that these aren’t all 

fancy streets. These are for all of our citizens. I can’t think of a better place to spend one 

million dollars. At the next council meeting, I am going to propose that we do it.  

 

President Peterson – So we have a couple of numbers that we are talking about: one is 

$500,000 this year; another is a $1,000,000 this year.  
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Councilman Jaehnig – Bob and I seemed to have flip-flopped seats. Bob is spending 

money and I’m concerned about spending money. I feel like I’m about to be struck by 

lightning. In regards to the funding of the streets, whether it’s a million or a half million 

dollars. I have no argument that they need to be dealt with, and the sooner the better. I 

feel like we’re getting the cart before the horse. I can feel comfortable going forward 

with this in one of two directions. One is that we have some consensus from council of 

how we are going to start to solve our long-term funding issue. That discussion has not 

happened yet, and I’m not sure that it is a short discussion by any means. Even if council 

made a decision to move one way or the other, if the one direction was to move forward 

with the tax, we don’t get the call on whether that actually happens or not because that 

decision is made by the voting public. My other concern is, if we spend the carryover, 

we have run with the basic premise that we want a 25% carryover as we move into the 

new year. That is the budget we usually set. We just finished the finance portion in this 

meeting and we spent $97,000. We just spent all of the extra revenue that we were ahead 

in January with the extra $100,000 that we brought in, taking us back to even. I believe it 

is going to be a very good year, and that we are going to see some really good revenue 

come in. When we get to the end of the year, my concern is there is going to be a big ask 

for major budget cuts to get us back to the 25% because we’ve decided to go ahead and 

spend those funds now. If council can agree that 25% may not be the number…it may be 

only 20% while we’re figuring out our long-term funding issue, I’m good to go forward. 

But if we are going to spend all of this money now on streets and then we are going to 

come back in November and December and hold a very hard line on the 25% carryover 

and start gutting services or causing layoffs or terminations of positions, then I have real 

concerns. I believe, like Bob, that we have the funds there, we can use them and be safe 

to move forward. If council makes the decision that the 25% carryover is a mandatory 

thing that we absolutely have to have, then I’m very concerned about what we may do to 

the services to the citizens. I want to make sure we are taking a balanced approach to 

how we move forward. We don’t know where the long-term funding is going to come 

from. If we went ahead with a tax levy, we don’t know that it would pass. I just don’t 

want to be at the end of the year and find that we are cutting to meet the 25% carryover.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – To Councilman Jaehnig’s point, I think the critical part to what 

determines our position on possibly having a lower carryover or not is what is the 

priority. The number one concern that we had is we have four core responsibilities as a 

city government with regard to the General Fund – Police, Fire, Streets, and Parks. For 

far too long, we have not done streets. We have not funded parks for several years. 

That’s 50% of our core responsibilities that we don’t take care of because we always 

find another hundred thousand that we need here and another five hundred thousand that 

we need here and another seven hundred thousand that we need here. And we always 

find money for those items, but we are not putting our core responsibilities first. If we 

are funding them properly, there are not going to be any layoffs. From my perspective, if 

we are funding streets, I agree with the mayor that at some point in time we need to 

figure out how to do something with parks also. I personally believe that with the 

increases in the revenue that we are seeing, we’ve got to quit…we have $100,000 worth 

of supplementals now. If I’ve got this down now, all of them are from things that were 

simply left off the budget in error. We have to get better at budgeting. We have to know 

what is in our budget at the end of the year. What are we going to have to pay so we can 

decide some of these other things? We are getting eaten alive by things that we left off  

the list. My point right now is,  fund streets and that is going to make all of the 

difference in the world as far as what we are doing with carryover and things like that.  

 

Mayor Riley – Last year we did keep the 25% carryover. At times, we had significantly 

more than that and were able to put $600,000 into street paving programs. This 

administration has done really well with maintaining the basic services that you are 

talking about. Going into this discussion where Bob wants to put a million dollars of the 

carryover into the streets, I’m tickled to death about that. Let’s get some of the streets 

fixed, but my goal at the end of the year is still to have 25% carryover. I don’t know if 

we can do that. If we are spending part of that carryover now, where is it going to be 

later on? I am just absolutely delighted to hear that we have some wiggle room in that 

25% and we can use it. Maybe at the end of the year we will only be budgeting a 20% or 

22% carryover. My goal is still going to be a 25% carryover, because that is good fiscal 



 7 

management and this administration has committed itself. Mary Kay and David have 

done an outstanding job of finding money where sometimes there appears to be none. 

We’re going to continue that process through the year.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Just to piggyback off of that. That is one of the agenda items on 

the committee meeting for Finance. I can’t speak for all of council, but I know Bob and I 

are just going to work on our consistent message as the Finance Committee support that 

Randy can have going into the budget season. Have a united message. If it is that we can 

accept a 20% carryover with the condition that there is a significant street portion…I 

can’t speak to that yet because we have not had the discussion. It is on the schedule to 

have the conversation of what we will compromise on to take care of the streets. I 

believe that was one of the things that I had problems with the budget, that there wasn’t 

streets funding. I would probably have been okay digging into the carryover even more 

if there was Street Funding. I think the streets are everybody’s priority no matter what 

committee you’re on. Finance we are going to get on the same page to make sure you 

have that reassurance.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I don’t have a problem spending the money, I just want to make 

sure we all realize that if we are spending into that 25%.   I believe the new jobs that 

have been coming into the community and the new jobs that haven’t been announced yet 

that are coming into the community, it will still improve. I don’t know if it will solve our 

long-term funding or not, but I know it can eat up a good portion of what we decide to 

move forward on streets.  

 

Mayor Riley – If council decides it wants to do a one million dollar supplemental to go 

into Denny’s budget for streets, I can assure you, we will review this list. We will get the 

best bang for our buck in getting city streets milled, replaced, and patched.  

 

Councilman Mead – We are all adults here. We have common sense. We all understand 

that if we spend the money then we won’t have it. We know that. We know that if we 

don’t have it, we won’t have the carryover. Keep that in mind. We understand it and we 

will remember it. It doesn’t mean we will commit to anything tonight.  

 

President Peterson – Can we send it back to Finance for discussion of the carryover 

amounts for next year and the money budgeted for streets repair and have legislation 

come out of there relative to the funding? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Our discussion in finance included having this meeting about 

streets first and then having him be able to have the opportunity to bring his 

supplemental back up again. That is next Tuesday.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I think most of us know that the departments are running bare 

bones. If we maintain our spending to last year’s level, with the increases coming in, we 

can borrow this from our 25% ourselves. I believe with good management, like we’ve 

done to control the spending, we can come close to having the 25% back at the end of 

the year. Then maybe we can turn around and do this again next year. If we do decide on 

a million dollars, and they prioritize, how many more of the 18 streets could we do with 

the other half a million? I have enough confidence in the way things are going right now 

to dip into that. Our departments really need to watch their budgets this year. If they 

have something that needs to be expended and carried over, we need to make sure it is in 

there so we don’t have these supplementals.  

 

Councilman McKay – I do want clarification from Larry and Denny. If they really don’t 

feel they have the manpower to handle more than a half million dollars of street repair, 

which is all of these with the exception of Davids Drive, it would be silly for us to go for 

that given all the other projects they have on their plate.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I don’t disagree with that. I’m not even opposed to the million 

dollars either. But it also could be that as a council we understand that we are going to 

move this $500,000 and we are not going to put our head in the sand and we’re going to 

reopen the conversation. Like I said, catch your breath after some of the projects. If you 
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don’t have the manpower or time, there is no sense to give you the money right now if 

you can’t use it.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I am comfortable with the $500,000 and then revisiting later.  

 

President Peterson said that the issue could go back to Finance for further discussion and 

possible legislation.  

 

Councilwoman Miller announced that the next finance meeting is Tuesday.  

 

Councilman McKay – It looks like we are going to come to some resolution on the 

short-term financing. Just remember, we have the long-term financing situation hanging 

out there and we need to decide that.  

 

President Peterson suggested starting the discussion of a long-term plan.  

 

Councilman McKay – I’ll lead off. If we are willing to bring something forward to the 

taxpayers, I feel that an earning tax makes a lot more sense than a property tax because it 

affects lots more people than the property tax would and it also provides more income. If 

we go with the quarter percent, it provides about a million dollars, which makes sense. 

Also, the money comes from folks from out of town as well as folks in town, those folks 

that use our streets and use our other city services. I would be in favor of going forward 

with that type of proposal.  

 

President Peterson asked for other comments.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I’m adverse to solving our problem with taxes. If we were at a 

stalemate or declining, I would be 100% on the bandwagon. I think with a little patience 

and good management, barring any major downturns, we can get through it without 

taxing our people. I realize we have one of the lowest income taxes around, but what’s 

wrong with that? I think that’s pretty good that we’ve done so well. I have trouble asking 

the people to support something that I’m not willing to support myself. I’m taxed out. I 

don’t want more taxes. Most of the people I’ve talked to, they absolutely don’t want to 

see us raise taxes. Some of them do. I appreciate all of Paul’s input. He’s really good to 

feed me information. I consider everything that the people tell me, but I’m just not ready 

to support any kind of a tax increase.  

 

Mayor Riley – Actually, our taxes have gone down over the past year or so. The 

Governor has made some significant cuts in state income tax. Property tax went down 

how much, Paul?  

 

Paul Hunter – Two mils.  

 

Mayor Riley – The state has done a really good job of balancing their budget and 

reducing the state tax. At the same time, they are reducing the money that comes down 

the pipeline for the cities, villages, townships and counties. I think that is a good way to 

do things. Let the government that is closest to the people take care of the people. 

Instead of paying that much more in state tax, I don’t have any problem paying a fraction 

more in city tax to make up for what we have lost. The net is, we’re still doing better. I 

agree with everything you just said, Joe.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I agree with everything you say, Randy. The problem is, we put the 

tax on, that’s forever. Then things get good, and we have all of this money, so what do 

we do? We spend it. We’re doing well. We’ve got jobs coming. Businesses are 

relocating here. I really think we can do it.  
 

Paul Hunter – You’re not invoking the tax. You can’t invoke it. The people should 

assume some responsibility. The citizens should at least have a choice. If we have a 

pothole that can’t be fixed, they have said yes or no to fixing it. That is the ultimate poll. 

We don’t know how they would vote until you put it there.  
 

Councilman Spicer – That’s fine Paul. They can have a referendum. I respect that. It’s 

hard for me to ask the voters to support it.  



 9 

 

Paul Hunter – You’re not asking them.  
 

Councilman Spicer – Of course I am. Let’s ask for a tax levy, I should be supporting it. I 

find it hypocritical to ask them to vote for a levy that I don’t want.  
 

President Peterson – I am confident that this will not be the last discussion. I would like 

to bring this to close.  
 

[Mayor Riley left the meeting at 7:36 p.m.] 
 

Councilman Stuckert – I don’t support a levy. I have a strong feeling that we really will 

have the money without additional taxes. I would be in a position saying, “I don’t need 

your money, but I’m going to give you the opportunity to give it to me if you want to 

anyway.” In the State of the City address, the mayor offered a very fine rationale for the 

labor agreement. Our employees had gone five years with no pay raises. During that 

time, the purchasing power had declined at least 12%. Even though his logic was beyond 

reproach, I still felt like something was missing. What was not addressed was what was 

happening to the taxpaying public during the same period. Over the past five years, the 

taxpayers of Wilmington have not received pay raises. They have not maintained their 

previous earnings. In fact, the latest data indicates that the Wilmington area median 

household income has declined from over $40,000 a year to a current level of $29,000. 

Therefore, we would be asking taxpayers who had lost over $10,000 per year in income, 

not to mention the additional purchase power lost, to increase their earnings tax rate so 

we can repave our streets, in spite of the fact that we have the money for other things. I 

also make a note that despite of the small percentage of that increase, we would be 

taking in around a million dollars, which means we are taking a million dollars out of the 

Wilmington economy to repave our streets. I don’t think that’s a good idea. We should 

not take a million dollars out of the economy. I don’t think we ask people who have 

suffered financially to increase their tax rate.  
 

Councilman Jaehnig – I am amazed that we have clear feelings over what we should or 

shouldn’t do. I have a lot of questions before I can make a decision either way. What is 

the timeline? When do we have to make a decision? Once we know that, we can figure 

out the questions that really need to be answered. Some of those questions, the answers 

may change over the next few months. I believe the filing deadline if we want to move 

forward is in August. Do I want another tax? No. I definitely don’t want to pay any more 

in taxes than anyone else. By the same token, I want to know…are we heading in the 

right direction? I want us to analyze everything. Let’s take a hard look at our options and 

then make an informed decision. I don’t think any of us have enough information right 

now to make a decision either way. Do I want new taxes? Absolutely not. But I think we 

need to take the time to do our homework and make a determination. If we don’t have to 

make a decision to file until August 24, that means we have six months to look into this 

and make a decision. If we continue to see $100,000 per month then we would know that 

we don’t need to do this. If we see that our taxes fall off dramatically, we may have to 

look in the other direction.  
 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 
 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

President Peterson declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL February 19, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, February 19, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, February 5, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last special meeting, February 12, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay announced the Notice to Legislative Authority for a new 

Permit from South Street Wine Cellar LLC, 41 N. South Street.  

 

President Pro Tem opened the public hearing for a Rezoning Request to Rezone Multiple 

Parcels of Land Located within the City of Wilmington from Various Zonings to G1 

Gateway. 

 

Taylor Stuckert explained the purpose of the Gateway Zone. It will encompass the 

entrance corridors of the city. Primarily the Gateway is designed to preserve the form 

and integrity of the neighborhoods. Typically zoning is based on use. The Gateway is 

not strictly form-based but it has some elements. It looks at coverage and setbacks and 

how it relates to a block that is already developed. Key changes include:  

1) For structures older than 75 years, a demolition permit would be reviewed by the 

City Planning Commission. In order to demolish a property, it would have be over 80% 

structurally obsolete or damaged. If it not obsolete, then a replacement structure must be 

proposed. The new structure must be within a 10-percent variation of the same size, 

coverage and bulk of the demolished structure.  

2) Single-family homes can be located on a lot below the minimum lot width (50 

ft.) if the lot historically was planned for a residential unit (or had one before) 

3) Front yard setbacks are to be approximate to adjacent development when more 

than 25 percent of the block is developed.  

4) Maximum of 10 parking spaces. 

5) Lots cannot be used solely for parking – there must be a primary structure. 

6) Public parking areas must be located behind the primary structure, accessible by 

drive or alley.  

7) Signs will have a maximum size of 16 square feet per side, no more than 2 sides, 

and not illuminated internally.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig thanked Taylor Stuckert and the staff in the mayor’s office for the 

work put in to compile the extensive list of parcels. The legislation is not yet ready so 

will not be presented at this evening’s council meeting.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay closed the public hearing on the G1 Rezoning.  
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Mayor - Mayor Riley introduced Lori Williams to give a presentation of the Lytle Creek 

Audio Tour.  

 

Lori Williams gave an overview of the Lytle Creek Audio Tour, a 20-station self-guided 

audio nature tour. The station markers are bluebird house style boxes along the Luther 

Warren Peace Path, the 4-C Bicentennial Trail and the Lytle Creek nature Preserve Trail. 

The program was put together by John Deignan, a member of the Lytle Creek League of 

Conservators.  

 

John Deignan gave a presentation outlining the inspiration and development of the Lytle 

Creek Audio Tour.   

 

Mayor Riley presented John Deignan with the Mayor’s Award.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation to authorize purchasing 

chemicals for the Water Department.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution Authorizing the Advertising for Bids, and 

Purchase of Chemicals for the Water Department, and Declaring an Emergency.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2398 passed as read. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced the second reading on legislation 

authorizing participation in the Ohio Department of Transportation Cooperative 

Purchasing Program for the Transit Department.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to give the second reading 

only on a resolution Authorizing Participation in the Ohio Department of Transportation 

Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced legislation authorizing the city to sell 

surplus items on the GovDeals online auction site.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Expressing Intent to Sell City Surplus Items to the Public Through an On-Line 

Auction Service and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 
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A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2399 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making supplemental 

appropriations. General Fund to Director of Law Court Costs, $500; General Fund to 

Director of Law Education and Training Fees, $1000.00; 1
st
 Mortgage Waterworks 

System Revenue Fund to Transfers, $20.00; Water Fund to Taxes, $2000.00; Sewer 

Fund to Taxes, $67.00; General Fund to EMS Billing Refunds, $540.75; Anthem Fund 

to Insurance Tax Payments, $25,000.00; General Fund to Property Taxes, $2500.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5208 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation to appropriate $500,000 from the General 

Fund to Street Paving.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay – We have had very good discussions about this. We are 

trying to get our arms around the fact that we do not have the funds to pave all of the 

streets in the time we would like to do it. This measure would lock down the money until 

we use it. I wonder if we could rethink this but accomplish the same thing by doing 

something like a resolution of intent – something that says that council will review the 

projects and intends to spend up to $500,000 after the proper information is presented. 

We typically do not lock down the money until we have reviewed the streets and then 

gotten quotes. Everyone on council wants to get this done, but this measure of setting it 

aside seems out of place.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – What information do you feel you are missing? 

 

President Pro Tem McKay – Typically, we do not put the money into place until we 

know how much money we need. We have a list of streets that we want to look at for 

paving, but we need to get quotes and bids.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Last year’s project did not include that. We moved the money 

and then we had the estimates, then the streets were done and the numbers were 

presented afterwards. The numbers were different. I remember asking and we had found 

cost savings. You came back with the bid after it was done. I don’t necessarily argue 

with you, but that is not what we did last year.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Historically, we start out with a number. Mary Kay and the 

Streets Committee might say it looks like you are going to have about $300,000 for 

streets. That is how we plan to hit that target. We start putting the streets together and 
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prices, and usually, we get to the end, we bid it out, and then we scramble to try to get a 

few more dollars to cover that bid. We can take this list of 17 streets and bid it out. Last 

year, we bid out each street individually. Then, once we realized exactly how much we 

wanted to spend, we cut to meet that limit. We can do it the same this year.  

 

Councilman McKay – I don’t think we passed a supplemental last year prior to bidding.  

 

Councilman Mead – We had a supplemental that said we would pay up to so many 

dollars.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – This is exactly what we did last year. The special committee and 

stuff was different, but last year we moved the money and then they did the bids and 

spent it.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith –We did not do it all out of the General Fund, we did some 

out of Permissive Tax. 

 

Councilwoman Miller- But the money was moved from the General Fund before you did 

the bid because you knew how much money you had, then you got the bids, and you 

spent what you were approved, and you cut off the top. We’re saying the same thing.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I’m open to hearing all ideas. I hear “historically.” That’s my 

biggest pet peeve is to hear “We’ve always done it this way.” Does that mean it’s right? 

I like having a budget in mind for what we’re doing. It would be nice to know what 

we’re doing and what streets we’re going to hit with this $500,000.  

 

Mayor Riley – In working with Denny and Larry this past couple of years, we had close 

to a million dollars on those projects. We could easily spend $500,000 paving everything 

except Davids Drive this year. My concern isn’t how much to spend on streets, my 

concern is which streets do we get to pave and how much money do we have. Bob, or 

maybe Loren, originally mentioned a million dollars. If we have a million dollars 

available for repaving streets, we would repave a million dollars’ worth of streets. Denny 

came up with the a list of streets that really needed some work. Some we can do 

ourselves, but there are more than just those 18 that need paving. From the 

administration’s point of view, cut us loose and let us pave them. The supplemental and 

how to move the money, that’s what makes council so relevant. Once the money is there, 

we are good to start the projects. We will go through the whole bidding process and take 

them through Board of Control. You just decide how much.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – What is the soonest we can start paving? 

 

Councilman McKay – Probably July.  

 

Mayor Riley – Denny, what’s the earliest season for spreading asphalt?  

 

Denny Gherman – Usually they open at the end of April.  

 

Mayor Riley – End of April/May…in that area. That gives us some time to get bids out.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – What is the timeline for bidding them out? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith- About a month.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – So, we are saying that it is the end of February. Paving season 

starts in April. We have to have it out for thirty days.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – You want it to be nice and warm, though. It gives you a 

better job. That asphalt lays down a lot better when it’s warm.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – In theory, we could begin the process.  
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Service Director Reinsmith – Another thought is when we generated a list last year and 

we cut “x” amount of dollars out, it would be nice to know our target. It’s fine if you 

want to trim, but when you put these bids out to these contractors, they are also cutting 

deals with milling machine companies to gauge their bidding, so it’s good if they know 

how much work to expect. Another thought this year is oil prices are down so asphalt 

should be cheaper.  

 

Mayor Riley – If they know they can move into a community and start street repair and 

continue and not have to pull out their equipment and come back later, we get a better 

bang for out buck usually also. Paving season lasts through end of October and 

November. Larry is right on. The best time to do it is in the heat of the summer when 

everything sets a little bit easier. Really, being mid-February, this is a perfect time to 

start this process. Timing is great right now.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Moving the $500,000 tells you how much you can spend. That 

is telling you how exactly what has been budgeted. I don’t know what the difference, as 

long as we are not breaking any rules or code.  

 

Councilman McKay – We certainly can do it. Once again, I feel like it may be a little out 

of order.  

 

Councilman Mead – We jumped through all the hoops. We’ve gone through all the 

committees. We’ve talked to council. We had a special council meeting. The committee 

at the last one agreed to do the thing that is on the agenda for tonight. I think, even 

though the amount of money, which is half a million, is in the budget, it’s not going to 

go anywhere. It is still going to be sitting right there on that piece of paper until its spent. 

If the city doesn’t spend it, it goes back into the General Fund, so it’s not like we are 

going to lose money by passing the ordinance. I would ask that you would go ahead and 

pass it as it is.  

 

Councilman McKay – Have you all talked to the Auditor to determine if they feel that 

they are comfortable with it? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I think that the lingering comment was they don’t like funding 

something when we don’t have a long-term resolution, but that doesn’t change the fact 

that the house is on fire, just because I’m worried about the well.  

 

Councilman McKay – This is certainly a short-term, possibly necessary thing to do. I 

certainly am in favor of doing something, but I feel like we are a little cart before the 

horse.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Bob and I are usually completely reversed from where we are 

tonight, so I am not used to this. I am ready to spend $500,000 or a $1,000,000 on 

streets. I’m perfectly fine with it. My concern falls in two categories. One is, I sat quietly 

in the Finance Committee meeting and I heard two statements that seemed to contradict 

each other. The comment was made that the goal in mind would be that the 2016 budget 

be budgeted to revenue. Yet, in that same meeting, it was stated that we have 

carryover…what’s the point of having the citizen’s money in carryover if we’re not 

willing to spend it on the citizens. My concern is that if we don’t have a long-term plan 

or if we spend the funds before we know that we are generally are going to have them, 

and the intent then at the end of the year is that council to stick to the 25% carryover or 

take an even stricter stance of budgeting to revenue, then we are going to be cutting 

services and laying off people. I would love to spend the money. I’m ready to spend the 

money tonight, but I would like to see some sort of, even if it is just a verbal promise to 

the citizens, that whatever we decide to spend on streets, that same amount of money is 

deducted from the figuring of the percentages at the end of the year for the 25% 

carryover. So, if we spend $500,000, then when it comes time to figure the carryover at 

the end of the year on the budget, if we are off by $500,000 or less to that 25%, that we 

are all going to be okay with that.  

 



 6 

Councilwoman Miller – We passed a budget last year that didn’t have a 25% after we 

did the numbers because we did it based on a $3 million carryover and we had a $2.6 

carryover. I don’t know what the carryover will be.  

 

Councilman Mead – The carryover changes all year long. It changes from the time you 

set the budget.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – That is one of the reasons that I am not comfortable with a 

million, because my target number at the end of the year is too far away. There are too 

many moving variables to go that deep. I can’t tell you what percentage carryover I’m 

comfortable with, but I can tell you that I’m just going off of my gut on the sense that 

how deep into my current carryover I’m comfortable going versus my optimism for the 

increased income.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I really appreciate the positive.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I’m usually more conservative as well. You are usually 

optimistic, and I’m usually going, “No, no, no.” But that is where I feel like the 

$500,000 is a safe compromise where optimism and logic meet. I don’t know what the 

percentage is for the carryover. I’m nervous about it, but I’m holding onto the hope. I 

can’t tell you the percentage that it is going to be. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I don’t expect you tell me the percentage it is going to be. My 

concern is that we are going to get to the end of the year. If 25%, which is what the 

current instructions have been to the administration to come back to a budget on, if we 

are off by $500,000 because we’ve spent it on streets, which again, I’m more than 

willing to do right now, then all of sudden council decides to take a hard stance because 

we’ve spent the $500,000. To make administration then cut $500,000 out of their budget 

to make up for a decision that we made, I have a problem with that and I would currently 

vote no.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – We have never, ever, in the all the time I’ve been on council, at 

the end of the year, told the administration that they have to make cuts because we’re not 

going to make the 25% or any carryover amount. Everybody realizes that with 

everything that we spend throughout the year, we don’t know what the revenue is going 

to look like. There is really no reason to sit here and say that we are automatically going 

to deduct $500,000 from the 25%. We all know what we want to do. We need to fix the 

streets. We need to do what we can do this year. We don’t know what is going to be 

available going forward. I don’t see the connection. I certainly am not sitting here 

saying, “Boy, you better have that 25% or I am going to start telling you to start laying 

policeman or fireman.” That is the furthest thing…we would go through a lot of hoops 

trying to make up that problem before we would say anything like that. It has never even 

been close.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – With all due respect, we’ve not had a budget that was going 

below that before. And, to be honest, you’ve never voted for a budget positively. You 

have always voted no. I’m not sure what you are saying in regards to there being a 

disconnect.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – What I am saying is, number one, there has only been one 

balance budget in 2011, 2012, 2013, up until whatever we ended up with this time, there 

has been one balanced budget. We have had budgets that have not been balanced to 

revenue. They ended up with us having less carryover. I certainly don’t want to spend 

the time explaining once again my votes on the budget. That’s not even fair because I’m 

not going to go there. But the thing is, I did not say with my “no” votes that you have to 

start making cuts. It has never been mentioned.  

 

Councilman McKay – We are talking from a little bit of conjecture. I’m 

wondering…Mary Kay, can you give us an idea of what the percentage carryover might 

be if we loaded that $500,000 in right now? 
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Mary Kay – Based on where we stand right now today, with the appropriations and the 

revenue stream, if you put in $500,000 from the General Fund and nothing else changes 

to the end of the year, you will be at a 16% carryover.  

 

Councilman McKay – So at least we have an empirical number that we can work with.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – But that is not including even the projection of increase 

revenue. My optimism is, if we tighten our belt on the General Fund spending that isn’t 

in the budget for 2015’s past budget, then we don’t have to make a compromise even yet 

for having that 25% carryover. Because we’re on the right trajectory if we all tighten our 

belts. You made a perfect comment. We’re spending it as fast as we are getting it. But, 

all the expenses were justified. The server needed to purchased. But we’re just going to 

have to be stricter.  

 

Councilman McKay – I’m just saying, I’d rather not see it as a supplemental.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Okay. I’m just going to go ahead and make a motion for a first 

reading.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for a vote. 

Motion passed. Jaehnig and McKay, nay. All others, aye. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, no; Jaehnig, no; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes. 

Motion failed.  

 

Director of Law indicated that because the motion to suspend failed, the entire process 

needed to start over from the beginning.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, no; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, no. 

Motion passed.  

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second reading be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation establishing a new fund for the Nature 

Works Grant #21. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing a New Fund. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5209 passed as read. 
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Councilwoman Miller introduced “Then and Now” legislation.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; 

Mead, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2400 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – There is a lot going on 

downtown with the Chief Executive Officer of the State coming into Wilmington on 

Tuesday.  

 

Mayor Riley – It is going to be a real highlight for Wilmington. Clinton County and 

Wilmington that day will be the center for government for the State of Ohio. The State 

of Assembly will be held here at the Roberts Centre. There will be things going on from 

early morning to the evening when the Governor is finished with his State of the State 

address. We are going to block Main Street off from Mulberry to South Street and also 

Mulberry in front of the General Denver. If someone happens to be parked there at the 

time, they can leave, but no other traffic will be able to come onto those streets. We want 

it to be a large pedestrian area where members can wander without worrying about 

traffic as much. When the governor was here running four or five years ago, he stopped 

at Your Fathers Kitchen and Buckley Bros. He had a town hall meeting. He visited Your 

Father’s Kitchen, he talked about the whole DHL issue and what had happened. He was 

very impressed during the question-answer period with our resolve and our 

determination that this is just a bump in the road and we are going to work through this. 

We continue to grow and progress despite of the DHL, recession and anything else that 

has been flung at us. We have continued to steadfastly grow and advance. That has 

impressed him. I think that is why he is coming here. I am very proud of the fact that he 

is coming here. It is great for the City and great for the community.  

 

Councilman McKay – So, we have a lot going on in the next week or so.   

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Councilwoman Miller reported that she had gone to 

the Park Board Meeting. They have a survey out. If any of you haven’t finished it or 

completed. Their goal is to align their projects with feedback that they get from people 

who use the parks. They can’t do it if people don’t reply to the survey. You will find it in 

the newspaper, on Facebook, on their website. 

 

Lori Williams – We have almost gotten 200.  

 

Councilwoman Miller -  They have really, really interesting projects and they just need 

to know the trajectory that we want. The numbers were getting ready to be presented to 

Parks Meeting for the covered bridge project,. There is going to be an Easter Egg Hunt 

in March, the dog park is opening the first weekend in June. They are exceptionally 

busy.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I think the great thing is the Easter Egg Hunt is coming down to 

Galvin Park.  

 

Lori Williams – The library is actually spearheading it. It has been a good collaboration.  
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Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith – I was really impressed with the bluebird 

houses and the QR readers. In the back of my mind I was thinking we would be 

acquiring the cemetery really soon. Fred gives a good tour and people are always asking 

questions about things in there.  

 

Mayor Riley – Whether it is the cemetery, the trails, the downtown walking tour that we 

have a brochure on, that technology fits perfectly with that type of thing. I easily see 

people taking out their phones, scanning the QR code and finding out about the Fife-

Bosworth building. I think it’s great.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Jaehnig that the Auditor Treasurer 

Report – January 2015, and the 4
th

 Quarter Hotel Lodging Tax Report be accepted as 

presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – One of the companies out near the airpark, PC Connections, is 

moving locations to Building 11. This moves them from outside the city to inside the 

city. It retains the jobs in the community and expands our tax base. One of the things that 

we are most proud of is it is business that is in our community, has been here for a great 

deal of time, and the city was able to retain and keep them here. That speaks volumes for 

the workforce and the community as a whole.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem McKay declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL March 5, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, March 5, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

President Peterson introduced legislation rezoning property in the City of Wilmington to 

the G1 Gateway zoning designation.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of Wilmington 

(G1 Gateway District) 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Peterson requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

President Peterson opened the public hearing on a rezoning request from LT Land 

Development to Rezone 2.996 +/- acres of real property located at 333 Clinton Street 

from R-3, Multi-Family Residential to B-3 Roadside Business.  

 

President Peterson mentioned that the legislation was proposed as a rezoning from R-3 

to B-2; however, the rezoning is actually to B-3 Roadside Business. Generally, the B-2 

designation is in the downtown area.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith explained that the property on Clinton Street was originally 

built as a single-family residence and then sold and was rezoned to B2. It should not 

have been zoned as B2 because B2 designation was originally set up for downtown 

where all the building are built on the right-of-way lines and there are no setbacks. Then 

it was purchased again and rezoned to R3.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig noted that in that neighborhood, B2 wouldn’t stand to form, so it 

needs to be changed to B3. Councilwoman Miller noted that the property is completely 

encompassed by residential area.  

 

Councilman Mead asked if there had been conversations about the intended use for the 

property.  

 

Bill Peelle – I’m not sure if there have been any public conversations. There have been 

some in committee. At the present time, it probably will be a daycare center run by a 

person who already has one in the city.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – That property has been an eyesore in the city for a long 

time. After this last purchase, the owner has cleared out the ditch line. In his future plan, 

he has already submitted plans to the Service Department to install a culvert across the 

property to fill all that in and clean all that up. It is going to be an improvement to the 

neighborhood.  
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Councilwoman Miller – Are there restrictions of what kind of business operate in a B3? I 

don’t want a Taco Bell or a Dollar Tree there. Is a daycare or something like that the 

only thing that would be covered under a B3? 

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Do they have restrictions with signage under B3?  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – It’s probably 25 square feet per business.  

 

Councilman Spicer – Has there been any feedback or opposition from neighbors?  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – The first time through when they went to R3 there was a 

concern about the number of units they were going to put on that lot. Since then and with 

this change, no one has said anything.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – During the process of Planning Commission, notices are sent out 

to the surrounding landowners.  

 

Seeing no other questions or comments, President Peterson closed the public hearing.  

 

President Peterson asked for a motion to amend the legislation to B3.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to amend the legislation to 

change the zoning to B3. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property in the City of Wilmington, Ohio, 

and Declaring an Emergency, As Amended (2.996 +/- acres located on Clinton Street 

and commonly known as 333 Clinton Street) 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5213 passed as read. 

 

President Peterson announced a Notice to Legislative Authority from the Ohio 

Department of Liquor Control for a Transfer of Ownership from Number One China 

Buffet and Patio to Legend Family Inc., DBA Number 1 China Buffet and Patio.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley – One of the most extraordinary things that has happened in our 

community over the past several years was when John Limbert, as the President of the 

Port Authority, negotiated with DHL to get the Port Authority back in public hands. I 

was a County Commissioner when this happened. I was so impressed by John Limbert’s 

negotiating skills, I actually gave him a bottle of whiskey. I think, John, what you have 

done for us will last us many years. John Limbert is retiring as National Bank & Trust 

transitions to Peoples Bank. What you have done for this community is terrific. The 

leadership you provided during the port transition served the community well. That 

property belongs to this community because of your hard work.  

 

He presented the Mayor’s Award to John Limbert with a Key to the City.  

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation to Jeff Rhein from Mental Health Recovery 

Services of Warren and Clinton County proclaiming the week of February 23 through 

March 1 as United Against Opiate Abuse and Heroin Week for the City of Wilmington. 
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Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation to provide water access 

to land on SR 730 per a request from LT Land Development.   

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Approving Access and Water Service to a Property Outside of the City. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2401 passed as read. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay – I have been getting some inquiries from 

citizens about potential funding available to be used for street paving. Some of those 

things are like the ODOT Small Cities Program, NSIB, State Infrastructure Bank, Ohio 

Public Works Commission, and LTIP Local Transportation Improvement, and State 

Capital Improvement programs. I am not familiar with these. Larry, could you help 

explain these programs?  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – We use some of these. Ohio Public Works is in its 29
th

 

year. Presently we have three projects being funded by Ohio Public Works. The first 

project is the aerator project for the water towers. It is a $149,000 project and we are 

getting a grant for $117,000 for it. We are doing the Fife Avenue water line replacement. 

That is a $450,000 project and we are getting $355,000 in grant money. Our third project 

was the Ahresty Connector Road project, which is $1.3 million. We are getting a grant 

of $810,000 for that project. Clinton County this year has received $1.9 million from 

Ohio Public Works for projects in Clinton County. The City of Wilmington got $1.3 

million of that money…we got 67% of the money. This money is competitive and we 

have to put matching funds in there. You have to remember that we have $1.9 million 

worth of projects, but there is $669,000 of matching money that is coming from 

JobsOhio and the Water Department. There are other sources that are going in on these 

projects. You need to remember, Ohio Public Works does not pay for street repaving. It 

will pay for street reconstruction, which means you are replacing curb/gutter, storm 

sewers, and waterlines and sewers in it, but they won’t pay just for overlay. That is one 

drawback for us. Now, the ODOT Urban Paving Project that you mentioned, we have 

one project right now, and I think you are going to address a $30,000 line in your finance 

ordinance that is going to pay for the engineering of the project. That is a project that 

goes out Truesdell from Mulberry to the corporation line. We are doing that with ODOT 

and there is an 80/20 match. The problem is the engineering is 100% the city’s 

responsibility as well as any features such as full-depth pavement repair. ODOT did a 

preliminary calculation and said the total project is going to be about $498,000. With all 

of their estimates on depth repair, they said the city’s responsibility could be $226,000, 

depending on how much repair we have to do. That puts us at more of a 50/50 split. 

When you ask about this grant money, none of it is free. Some of it has to come out of 

our pocket, and we only have so much money. Now, they also have a small cities 

project. You can get a million dollars every four years with that program. It is an 80/20 

split as well. The problem is no local streets are eligible to be used under that program. 

They are only streets that are eligible are 68 or 22. The deadline for that each year is 

March 1. They also have the SCIP program, which is a grant/loan program used for 

roads, bridges, water supply, wastewater and stormwater and solid waste disposal. The 
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two water projects are SCIP projects that are approved this year. Both OPWC and 

ODOT have loan programs. They are low-interest loans that can go anywhere from 10 to 

20 years. I don’t think that we need to borrow more money to do our roadways. We have 

two projects right now on which we owe $330,000 on that we can pay on. I think if you 

are going to do a lot of roadwork, we need to look at some long-term bond financing or 

something like that.  

 

Councilman McKay – I think the point is we have reviewed all of these programs and 

are using them as much as we can.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced the third reading on legislation 

authorizing participation in the ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the third reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing Participation in the Ohio Department of Transportation 

Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2402 passed as read. 

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced legislation authorizing an agreement 

to board prisoners. 

 

Chief Weyand explained that the contract covers nine beds per day and is renewed every 

two years.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Authorizing an Agreement for the Boarding of Prisoners at the Clinton 

County Jail. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Councilman Spicer introduced legislation declaring vehicles surplus for the Police 

Department.  

 

Chief Weyand explained that these are seized vehicles.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Police Department Vehicle Valued at 

More Than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 
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Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2403 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Spicer introduced legislation accepting gifts for the K-9 Program for the 

Police Department.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting Various Gifts. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2404 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced the second reading on a 

supplemental appropriation for $500,000 for street paving in the City.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the second reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations (Paving). 

President called for a roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed.  

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: 

General Fund to EMS Billing Refunds; $804.86; General Fund to Service Director 

Incidentals, $2,918.00. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5210 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations 

contingent upon approval by the budget commission: General Fund to Transfer to Police 

Fund, $68,000.00; Police Fund to Motor Vehicles, $68,000.00; and EMS Fund to Squad 

Medical Supplies/Incidentals, $6,500.00 
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Councilwoman Miller said that Chief Weyand provided good information on the 

expense to operate a car over five years. The five-year-old car costs eight cents per mile, 

whereas a new cruiser cost to operate is one cent per mile.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

 

Councilwoman Miller explained that the third item was a grant for the EMS.  

 

Chief Mason explained that the Ohio Division of EMS gives the department a grant each 

year. It is a reimbursement grant so the money is put in line ahead of time. 

  

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5211 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: From 

Street Improvements to Architectural Engineering, $30,000; and from Ohio Board of 

Building Standards Payment to Board of Building Standards Incidentals, $87.54.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5212 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced Then and Now legislation.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  
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Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2405 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – We had lots of people in the 

downtown area last Tuesday. We did a good job showing what downtown Wilmington is 

all about.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Our Streets crew did a great job cleaning up the downtown after 

the snow to get ready for the event.  

 

Councilman McKay – We appreciate the work of the safety personnel. There is a 

question about why we can’t do that kind of snow removal on a regular basis. It is just 

not practical from a financial standpoint.  

 

Mayor Riley – It is like when you get have company coming over and you sweep and 

dust. We had some very influential company coming and Denny and the guys did a great 

job of making the downtown sparkle. Everyone I spoke to was very positive about 

downtown Wilmington and positive about the experience. It worked out well for the 

businesses as well. We left a good impression with all of the state representatives and 

senators.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert asked Councilwoman Miller to 

report on the recent Park Board meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – As always, the Park is incredibly busy and inspiring. They have 

a new board member who is part of the Skate Park Association. The Parks Survey is still 

out and they are awaiting your feedback. There is $300,000-plus in grant money that 

they are moving toward the David Williams Completion Project for the park. It is near 

the wooden playground. They are having a public hearing on Thursday, March 12, at 6 

p.m. Their goal is to take the Kroger field and have one part as a concrete skate park and 

the other half a splash park. They are getting a lot of very good feedback. I encourage 

everyone to attend the public hearing. There is also an Easter Egg hunt coming up at the 

end of March.  

 

[Discussion of skate park and splash park] 

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Mayor Riley – I would point out that K-9 Karson is home and is now in school. Karson 

has done extremely well. As soon as he got back into Jerry’s care, he was back on 

commands and doing everything he needed to do. One of the concerns if we go to court 

based on his work, we want to make sure that the case unassailable.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay that the Income Tax Report – 

February 2015 be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson – There is a special council meeting scheduled for March 24 at 6 p.m. 

The only item on the agenda is the discussion of the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter spoke on the need for a cardboard recycling program. He cited two main 

reasons: There are finite amounts of resources on the earth, and we are passing this earth 

along to future generations. Also, adding 132 tons of cardboard into the landfill on top of 
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whatever we are already putting there will shorten the life of the landfill.  He expressed 

hope that we can extend the life of the landfill expansion sufficiently to allow the debt to 

be retired and then fund the eventual closure of the facility. After the landfill is closed, it 

could be converted to its ultimate purpose, a west side city park connected by trails to 

the other parks. He suggested that the County Solid Waste or the OEPA could assist the 

city in purchasing a baler. The landfill could then become a drop-off site for cardboard.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL March 19, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, March 19, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council requested the mayor present his portion of the agenda.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley performed a swearing in ceremony for Police Officer Tyler 

Johnson. 

 

Mayor Riley welcomed Boy Scout Troop 154 led by Scoutmaster Bob Henson.  

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, February 19, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, March 5, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson - At the last council meeting I asked that the second and third 

readings for the G1 legislation be on tonight’s agenda. There is some information that I 

was not confident everyone had. There previously was a request to change the zoning of 

a parcel from PO to B1. That zoning change was turned down, but would be allowed if 

the G1 legislation is passed. I met with the Law Director, the Mayor, and the Chairman 

of the Judiciary Committee. We looked at the definition of the PO Professional Office. 

There was a dental office in there previously. In consultation with the Law Director, I 

asked him to get an opinion from the zoning attorney so we clearly understand what can 

go into a PO. After we have the discussion tonight, if everyone is agreeable, we can put 

the second and third reading on the special council meeting on Tuesday. That is my 

suggestion before you vote. 

 

Law Director Shidaker said he would have the opinion by the beginning of the week. 

President Peterson offered that, if council wished, second and third readings could be put 

on the agenda for the Special Council on Tuesday night.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked what the definition had to do with the actual legislation.  

 

Law Director Shidaker – What I can tell you is, if it goes to G1, it will be permitted in a 

G1 district. The question was, as it stands currently, is it permitted?  

 

Councilwoman Miller – How does that question piggyback into the G1 in general? 

 

President Peterson – Here is my thought process. Because, if it is allowed in a PO today, 

it seems like a natural path that there is not going to be that much disruption with the G1. 

If it is not allowed today, there would be some concerns.  
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Councilwoman Milburn – Are there business that are currently there that may not be 

permissible? 

 

President Peterson – If you read the definition of PO, it used to be a dental office there. 

As I read that definition of PO, I’m not even sure that the dental office should have been 

there. That’s my non-legal opinion. It has not been there for a couple of years. I felt it 

was important that you have that bit of information.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – The special council meeting on Tuesday is specifically about the 

Wilmington Comprehensive Plan. There is a great deal of material to go over on that 

already. I would hate to shortchange either discussion by adding this to the special 

council meeting. There was a reason that was set up as a special council meeting because 

Taylor Stuckert from Regional Planning has a great deal of information to go over. We 

have two separate issues that have merged into one. I would like to make sure we know 

what we have currently before we make a decision to change it. We may decide that G1 

needs to have another look at it and we need to take it back and reconsider how it is 

applied. It may be a situation where the intent of G1 fits very nicely, but we don’t want 

to lose what we currently have and we may want to reconsider having it be an overlay 

rather than a replacement zone. Then we pick up the protection of the old buildings and 

the historical buildings that we originally looked for. We can maintain some of the form 

type of thought processes. The way the gateway is currently written, it specifically 

references permitted uses. It is written as a replacement zone.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – So keep the current zoning on with buildings that are already 

there and then overlay? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – That’s one potential option. I don’t think we can make those 

decisions until we know exactly what we have now. If the PO zone is not a legal zone 

the way it is written in there, there are conflicting issues in how it is currently written. 

We have set a precedent by allowing the dentist’s office to be in there. It appears to have 

clear conflict with that zone as it is currently written. The zone calls for any professional 

office that has equipment that you would find in any normal home. Well, a dentist’s 

office does not meet that requirement. Secondly, it talks about not having gases in a 

business. I would hate to move forward until we understand what we are doing now. We 

may not fix anything until we fully understand. We have been working on this now for 

two years when the zone was created, and the mapping for a year. I would hate to rush in 

replace it and do it wrong then to go back and get the opinions and then take another 

look at it and then move forward at that point. I would like to table it until we get the 

opinion back.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I agree.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I think it needs more study. I’m a big proponent of the G1. In 

committee, we thought the zoning would stay and then it would have the G1 tag to it. I 

don’t want to pass legislation that specifically allows a business or specifically restricts a 

business. I don’t think that was ever our intent. If there is a question about whether we 

are or are not doing that, then I think we need to go back and study it and get what we 

intended. The G1 designation is a boost for the city. I think it is going to make our city 

look better and will preserve historic structures that we are losing too many of. We did 

not intend the G1 to be a specific zoning. I think properties should retain their current 

zoning with the G1 designation attached to it.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I’m not positive that can be done, but I think it should be 

considered.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Taylor, have you ever seen anything like that? 

 

Taylor Stuckert – Yes. We have discussed this. Typically, overlays are about 

heightening specific standards for a specific zone. I think the challenge with the 

Gateway District, as I have mentioned before, you have such a diversity of zones 

preexisting along those corridors. It presents challenges because you have different 

setback requirements, different uses, different intensities to simply overlay and say 
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you’re going to restrict setbacks and restrict parking and things that the G1 does. We can 

look at it. I’m not sure if an overlay is the answer, but we can look at options.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – One of the original reasons the G1 was started in the first place 

was two avenues. One was that we had buildings that were being torn down and there 

was no review. You pay your $50 fee for a building permit and then you could tear the 

building down. For many buildings, that is perfectly fine. They need to come down. 

Under the G1, the idea is that if it is 75 years of age or older, there should be at least a 

review. The City Planning Commission would be the committee to review it. The other 

issue was when the Family Dollar moved in. People got upset when a house was torn 

down to put a sign up. The form-based aspect of the G1 makes us have to take a look at 

it. If you are going to tear a building down, what you are replacing it with should be 

reviewed.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – When is the legal opinion supposed to be back? 

 

President Peterson – Early next week.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Is there a chance we can hear about it on Tuesday? I know you 

want the comprehensive plan. It is time-sensitive for some people in the community.  

 

Law Director Shidaker – I might have it to you tomorrow or Monday at the latest.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I am not comfortable tabling it indefinitely.  

 

Law Director Shidaker – You can’t. The latest it can go is the next regular meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I would rather see it at the regular council meeting because it 

will take up a lot of time.  

 

President Peterson – Do I have a motion to put the second reading on the next regular 

council meeting agenda? 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to put the second reading on the 

agenda for the April 2 council meeting.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth provided an update on refunding the 2005 Water 

Bonds.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth - We had hoped to have legislation in front of council 

tonight to act on the refunding. We slowed that process down a little bit and I want to 

explain why. Once we got into the indenture, back when that was taken out originally in 

2005, there was a debt reserve requirement in that indenture that would require us to put 

in a reserve by the maximum annual maturity within the bond issue and set that aside. 

Back in 1995, one way to get around having to actually physically put the cash into a 

reserve account was to go out and buy a surety bond and leave the cash in the operating 

fund and not restrict it. That is what we optioned to do. That was the wise and smart 

thing to do at the time. A surety bond basically assures the bondholders that there is 

money set aside to meet the maximum debt service in any one year should something 

happen to the city financially. The cost at the time to do that was about two to three 

percent of the annual maturity that you had to set into the reserve fund. Now that we are 

going to refund that issue, that surety bond goes away. So that would require us to 

establish a reserve fund, which, with the remaining maturities on that issue, would be 

about a half a million dollars that would have to be set aside. It also affects the 2007 

issue that will come up in another year that we will have the option of refunding. The 

cost savings is still there, we just have to look at how we are going to restructure that 

bond issue. One thing that we are looking at is a brand new issue subordinate to that 

2005 issue and then using those proceeds to retire the 2005 issue and the subordinated 

debt kind of defaults to the senior debt at that point. If there are excess monies in the 

water fund, we may want to pay down some of the debt that is there right now, which 

would help lessen the burden of meeting our debt service coverage each year. Right 
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now, we are fine. We are at about 1.3. We are required to maintain a 1.1 debt service 

coverage. The most recent rate increase has made that cushion a little more comfortable. 

We are looking at how to properly restructure this refunding.  You might ask why we 

don’t just go out and get another surety bond. That is not as easy to do now. If you 

recall, in 1995, there were bond insurers in existence called Ambac and MBIA. I think 

Ambac is the one we went to. They no longer exist. They went out of business as a result 

of the 2008 financial crisis. It is a possibility, but it is not as easy to do now as when we 

took this issue out originally. If we did go the route of establishing the actual reserve 

fund, that money is still ours; it’s just restricted into a reserve fund for a period of six 

years. This bond issue will still mature in 2021. We aren’t lengthening it any; we are just 

refunding what is left on that bond issue. I will bring you up to speed as we go along. I 

am going to come to the next Water Committee meeting on Wednesday.  

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay – There will be a Water Committee meeting 

next Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. to continue the bond discussion.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig – We did have a discussion tonight that 

involved solid waste that should be noted to the public. We are having an issue with 

some individuals that have decided to tear open trash bags looking for things to 

recycling or something like that. Our solid waste crews are doing a nice job of cleaning 

it up, but trash is not protected. If you open a trash bag and leave a big mess behind, that 

is littering. Please stop. We do not want to start ticketing people for this, but we will.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced legislation authorizing an agreement 

for the boarding of prisoners at the Clinton County jail.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution Authorizing an Agreement for the 

Boarding of Prisoners at the Clinton County Jail.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2406 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced the third reading on a supplemental 

appropriation of $500,000 for street paving.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5214 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: 

General Fund to Professional Services-Indigent Burial - $1,075.00; General Fund to 

Transfer to Recreation Fund - $7,000.00; Recreation Fund to Improvements - $7,000.00. 



 5 

She explained that the $7,000.00 in recreation improvements was to repair a bridge on 

the trail.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig - The bridge in question was in a utility corridor used by 

Wastewater and the Water Departments, I do not like the fact that we are pulling money 

from the General Fund for this. I think the costs should be split between the Wastewater 

Department and the Water Department.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I agreed with that. Lori said that she had pursued that avenue 

and it was not viable. It is not a primary utility corridor; it is secondary. Wastewater is 

participating with planks because it was their truck that went through. They are doing a 

majority of the labor. I feel at a minimum the Wastewater has stepped up in terms of 

minimum. I can’t get Water to pay. Lori has pursued this.  

 

Mayor Riley – I agree with what Lori has done. I think it is a very good use of city 

funds. I think it would be stretching things to state that it is a mandatory corridor. They 

certainly use it and you are right that the truck that fell through the planks is a city 

vehicle.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – I feel like they reached a good compromise, specifically with 

the Wastewater stepping up with the labor and paying for the wood. It’s a big project. 

Being over water gives other challenges. I would love for Water to pay for the other half, 

but I don’t think we can justify it.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Is there painting going on? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Yes. Sealing, painting, priming. The one bridge is being fully 

replaced and then the covered bridge is getting planks as needed.  

 

Mayor Riley – I talked to the hospital about adopting the trail since they have one of the 

connectors. Those conversations are ongoing.  

 

[Discussion of the trail] 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5215 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Mayor Riley asked that Chairperson Mead convene a Cemetery Committee meeting 

sometime in the next week because there is new information to share with the 

committee.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – I have been asked by 

Chamber President Jonathan McKay to announce that the annual Chamber meeting will 

be April 14 from 11:30 – 1:00 at the Roberts Centre. The keynote speaker is Jenson Dell 

who is the Director Creative Operations for the Cincinnati Reds.  
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Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert announced the Easter Egg hunt by 

the library on March 28. Our understanding they are doing it in phases.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, Mayor Riley had no 

report.   

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Auditor-Treasurer 

Report, February 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Judy Gano presented a campaign speech for the position of Municipal Court Judge.  

 

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph Street – Presented his concerns regarding the amount of 

cardboard that is being tipped into the landfill and the charges that we pay the OEPA and 

County Solid Waste. He emphasized that each ton of tipped cardboard uses 9 cubic yards 

of landfill space. The fees the city pays to OEPA and the County equal $12.25 per ton. If 

the city could bale and dispose of the cardboard for less than $12.25 then there would be 

no loss and it would save the landfill. He expressed disappointment that council had not 

yet addressed the issue of cardboard recycling. He said that was emphasizing the need to 

recycle because there is no longer a drop-off point in the county. Also, he offered a 

correction from last fall when he quoted an inaccurate source. He had previously 

reported that the new employee count at the AMES hangar was 148, but the total of new 

hires as of the first of the year is 84.  

 

[Discussion of cardboard recycling] 

 

Councilman Mead said that one of the issues is that they are told that no one will buy the 

cardboard for recycling. Council needs clarification before a decision can be made either 

way.  

 

Bob Henson – I might be able to provide some information on this subject. The Boy 

Scouts of America recently established a sustained building merit badge, which directly 

relates to this. The majority of cardboard in this country in the past five years is being 

containerized and shipped to China for processing. Small processing, which requires 

hand-sorting, has been restricted. There have been seven companies that have handled 

small hand-sorting cardboard that have gone out of business. Lowes and the large 

corporations bale and bundle, which is then containerized and shipped overseas. So, 

while I’m not saying it is impossible to find a business that would handle that, it has 

become much more difficult with the worldwide economic situation. It has to be 

pressurized and bundled, which allows them to ship compressed. Hand sorting like the 

people did down in Hillsboro is no longer an economic viability, so the disposal of 

reprocessing recyclable material is much more restricted.  

 

Paul Hunter – We had an offer of a donation of a baler. The intent is to bale this. Not 

loose sort it. I envision people dropping it off at some location, flat, commercial and 

residential and have it baled. The cost of putting it on the baler will have to be factored 

in. If we can do all of that for $12.25 a ton, we will break even and we will save the 

landfill.  

 

[Discussion of cardboard recycling] 

 

President Peterson – I want to thank you. I think we will have do a little more research.  
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Councilman Mead – I want to thank Denny and his crew for all the patching they have 

been doing on the streets. Also, we just did the third reading on the money for the 

streets. I would like to get it moving as soon as we can.  

 

Bob Henson – I would like to speak on behalf of Troop 154. The young men you see 

tonight are here for a particular purpose. They are achieving a requirement that is 

required for Citizenship in the Community or Communications. I am here for another 

purpose. Ladies and Gentlemen, your potential constituents are sitting in front of you. 

These young men have chosen scouting. The purpose of scouting is fun with a purpose. 

The purpose is to create the leaders of the next generation. For me, this is a selfish 

purpose. These young men will take care of us and our community when we are no 

longer sitting and I am no longer standing before you. These young men will be serving 

the community at the Easter Egg hunt. We will be there at 8:30 hiding those eggs for 

those young folks and cleaning up afterwards. Part of scouting is service. They came 

here tonight to see you doing service for all of us, and we thank you for that.  

 

Mayor Riley – One of my great privileges is being able to come to the Eagle 

Ceremonies. I am glad citizenship is mandatory for the Eagle Award.   

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President Peterson declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL March 24, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in special session on Tuesday, March 24, 2015, at 6:00 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, absent (arrived at 6:04 p.m.); Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; 

Mead, present; Miller, present; Milburn, absent; McKay, present.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to excuse the absent members, 

Jaehnig and Milburn. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

Judiciary Committee  

 

Taylor Stuckert presented an overview of the Comprehensive Plan for the City of 

Wilmington. He presented a history of planning, the public participation process, 

overview of the current conditions, and an overview of the goals for the implementation 

of the plan.  

 

History of Planning: There have been two comprehensive plans: The 1954 Master Plan 

for Wilmington and the Land Use, Thoroughfare, and Open Space Plan from 1978. The 

1978 plan was the first plan written after the closure of the Air Force Base. The 

community at that time treated the closure of the Air Force base in much the same way 

that the community today treats the closure of DHL. This is an opportunity for the 

community to be proactive about the future rather than reactive of events.  

 

Public Participation: Revolved around evaluation of the Physical Development, 

Economic Development, and Social/Cultural Development. Group discussions focused 

on three questions: What have we learned from the past? What are we not doing today? 

What should we do for tomorrow? Public participation included in-person meetings, 

focus groups, interviews, on-line survey. They received feedback from over 300 

residents.  The most discussed topic was economic/business development. In terms of 

the online survey, the number one priority for a dream community would be safety, 

followed by cleanliness. People online perceive that the City of Wilmington emphasizes 

parks but does not place a strong emphasis on strong neighborhood identity. Overall, the 

response toward the city was very positive. City services are perceived as adequate, but 

adjustments and improvements are wanted. There is a willingness to pay for increased 

services. There was also a sense that entrepreneurism is an important priority.  

 

Taylor Stuckert outlined the priorities encompassed in creating the Comprehensive Plan: 

These included: Economic/Business Development—Entrepreneurism; Infrastructure, 

Physical Development, Services; Downtown Development/Historic Preservation; and 

Parks, Trails, Walkability, Pedestrian Safety, and Recreation. He further presented charts 

on population and growth rates. The growth rate after the closure of DHL is the second 

lowest historically. The last census information suggests that we have an aging 

population.  

 

Taylor Stuckert reviewed the education demographics in terms of the percentage of 

population with Bachelor degrees. Of note, there has been a decline in the number of 

Bachelor-plus education. In 1978, Wilmington was described as a highly educated 

community. At that time we were about six points above the State. Today we stand about 

ten points below the State. We need those numbers to improve to become an attractive 

community to employers.  
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Taylor Stuckert reviewed income and housing statistics in the City. In Wilmington, 

compared to the County and the State, we have severe decline in median household 

income. In the year 2000, adjusted for inflation, the median household income was just 

near $50,000. Not adjusted, it was around $40,000. Today, the median household 

income is $29,000. It’s a 40% drop from 2000 to 2013. The figures are from the 

American Community Survey. Stuckert reviewed charts showing changes in family size, 

median household income, poverty rates, and wage rates from 1990 to 2013. He went 

over charts of growth rate per township. He reviewed the housing market in terms of 

owner-occupied versus rentals. The number of owner-occupied homes has steadily 

decreased in recent years. From a planning standpoint, the City wants to work to counter 

that. Also reviewed was the increase in commercial acreage. Growth in manufacturing 

has declined. Transportation growth has increased in the past 30-year period, but when 

you look at the number of employees in the transportation industry in 2011 versus 2006, 

it has declined sharply, as would be expected with the loss of DHL. He reviewed 

employment and workforce numbers. The current unemployment rate per the 

Community Survey is around 15%. High growth in parks and trails from 1978 to 2013.  

 

Taylor Stuckert presented the issues faced by the City of Wilmington: Aging population, 

Declining educational attainment and income; and Increasing poverty. Understanding 

these issues helps us adapt. Issues in terms of land use include: Need for In-fill 

development; Changes in housing tenure; future land use. Local Economy: Need greater 

diversity; Encourage entrepreneurism; Workforce Development; Greater economic 

preparedness. If we ever get into another situation similar to DHL where 30% of GDP 

lies in one employer, as a community we need to start thinking about our emergency 

preparedness plan. When you are in prosperity, what can you do to prepare for a year of 

crisis? 

 

[Discussion of diversity of workforce] 

 

Natural Resources Issues include: Connecting Natural Resources; Increase trail mileage 

by completing linkages; Focus quality; Ensure adequate support and resources. Trails 

have a very positive economic effect. From an investment standpoint, the City should 

recognize the positive effect parks have on the citizens.  

 

Implementing the plan is broken down into several categories: Land use/physical 

development; Economic development; Thoroughfare/infrastructure; Quality of 

life/Social, cultural development. The plan is further broken down into phases: Short 

term (1-3 years); Mid-term (4-7 years); and Long-term (7-20 years).  

 

Taylor Stuckert outlined considerations for future land use and development: Unlikely to 

see dramatic expansion of municipal boundaries; Focus should be inward and on the 

periphery (Union Township); Prioritize in-fill development and efficient use of open 

space; and Adopt general guidelines and priorities for development. When we make 

decisions in Planning Commission it should reflect these guidelines. He presented a 

combined Union Township and City of Wilmington land use plan map.  

 

In terms of Residential Development, emphasis should be placed on strengthening 

neighborhoods, in-fill development,  efficient greenfield development, greater 

connectivity to adjacent areas and other land uses, and incentivizing new development 

(especially in the urban core).  

 

President Peterson asked if an inventory should be done on vacant lots to start to develop 

an in-fill plan. Taylor Stuckert said that one possibility was contacting a developer and 

encouraging them to do in-fill projects in the city.  

 

In terms of commercial development, emphasis should be placed on leveraging and 

improving existing infrastructure, clustering new growth, encouraging mixed use 

development, and improving pedestrian safety/access. He used the Rombach crossing at 

Lowes Drive as an example of a difficult pedestrian crosswalk.  

 

In terms of industrial development, Taylor Stuckert emphasized the following: develop 

around existing industrial uses; consider alternatives to development types/densities; 
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maintain communication/engagement with large employers. In terms of Thoroughfare, 

Infrastructure and Access: prioritize maintenance of existing infrastructure; prioritize 

thoroughfare safety and pedestrian infrastructure; and prepare for future capital 

improvement needs;  

 

In terms of Downtown Development: Support current momentum and look toward 

development projects; prioritize infrastructure improvements; focus on improving 

“quality of life” issues. He emphasized that the direction moving forward should be 

about pedestrian safety in the downtown.  

 

[Discussion of downtown parking and traffic] 

 

In terms of Parks and Trails: Identify ways to increase support to the Parks system; 

Explore ways to work with the County Parks District (share resource opportunities); 

Continue to support connectivity to regional/national trail systems.  

 

In terms of Quality of Life: Continue working on addressing declines in educational 

attainment; Re-establish code, zoning and maintenance enforcement standards; Explore 

ways to support “aging in place.”  

 

The next step is the Comprehensive Plan document goes to City Council for review. A 

change upon acceptance of the plan would be that the plan guides land use and planning 

decisions (City Planning Commission). New policies and city strategies should refer to 

the plan for guidance. Area or issue-specific plans/strategies can be produced and 

cohesive.  

 

Mayor Riley thanked Taylor Stuckert for all of the hard work.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that the next step was to digest the information. Council 

will have readings on the ordinance over the next three council meetings.  

 

Taylor Stuckert invited members to email him with any feedback, changes or errors.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President Peterson declared the meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL April 2, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, April 2, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Peterson asked the mayor to do his portion next in the meeting.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley brought forward members in the audience from Community 

Action. He recognized the accomplishments of Eli Yovich as both a council member and 

the 19 years he served with Community Action.  

 

Dean Knapp recognized the board members of Community Action and shared the good 

works done by the organization, including senior housing and Head Start. He mentioned 

that the Senior Center also has a fitness center.   

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation on behalf of the citizens of Wilmington to the 

Clinton County Community Action Month. 

 

WHEREAS, The Clinton County Community Action Program, a private, 

non-profit organization, was established in April of 1965 and has provided 

exceptional services to senior citizens, adults and children for 50 years; 

and 

WHEREAS, By focusing on their primary mission, which is to work 

toward the elimination of poverty in Clinton County, Community Action 

has helped improve the lives of thousands of Wilmington and Clinton 

County citizens over the past five-decades; and 

WHEREAS, Our children have benefited from their Head Start Program, 

families have benefited from weatherization and heating assistance 

programs and housing opportunities and senior citizens have had their 

lives improved by the Senior Citizens Center, the food pantry, and home-

delivered meals; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RANDY RILEY, Mayor of the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio, hereby designate the entire month of April to be  

CLINTON COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH throughout the 

City of Wilmington. I also encourage all citizens to visit the Community 

Action offices and congratulate the staff and board members on 50 years of 

outstanding service to our community. 

 

Mayor Riley asked Angela Mitchell, the President of Main Street Wilmington to come 

forward.  

 

Angela Mitchell – We are pleased to welcome Bekah Muchmore as the new Executive 

Director. We are looking forward to new and better things with Main Street Wilmington 

in terms of economic and community development.  

 

Bekah Muchmore – I am a recent graduate from Wilmington College. I have a degree in 

Communications, with an emphasis in Public Relations and Journalism. I am from 

Clarksville, Ohio. I am a very community-oriented person. I am excited to be working 

with Main Street Wilmington.  
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Mayor Riley – We want to emphasize our downtown. We want to fill the storefronts 

with businesses that will succeed in a downtown environment.  

 

Mayor Riley – We have parking enforcement again in the downtown. This week we just 

have placed notices, but we will be ticketing people. Denny and his crew are busy 

working on potholes. The worst one is the pothole at the railroad tracks on Locust Street. 

The railroad has assured us they will work on those crossings this spring.  

 

Mayor Riley asked Landfill Superintendent Braden Dunham to come forward to speak 

on cardboard recycling.  

 

Braden Dunham – I spoke with Jeff Walls at the Clinton County Solid Waste District to 

discuss what has happened with the recycling outlets for our community. Recently there 

was a company by the name of HICO. They pulled out of the community and they were 

taking most of the cardboard from the commercial businesses as well as the county drop-

off site on W. Main Street. They went out of business and there was some 

misunderstanding about where the cardboard was going at that point. The businesses that 

HICO was servicing found other outlets for their cardboard. The material did not go into 

the landfill. There is not an influx of material going into the landfill. The city is working 

actively to possibly get cardboard recycling in the Sanitation Department. We would like 

to have a collection route and start servicing the businesses of the community.  

 

Mayor Riley – We have the possibility of getting a compactor or bailer. Lowes and 

places like that have clean cardboard, which has the best fiber. Rumpke works with them 

to pick up the cardboard.  

 

Braden Dunham – The larger businesses in the community have big companies that have 

brokers to get rid of the cardboard. That has not changed. The only thing that has 

changed is HICO picking up the cardboard from the drop off site on West Main Street. 

There were about two dozen businesses in the county that they were servicing as well. It 

made up about one-tenth of one percent of the cardboard within the recycling efforts of 

the county. It is a very small number. 

 

Jeff Walls – Braden is correct. Last year, we recycled collectively as a county 117,135 

tons of cardboard. The amount HICO represented was 130 tons of that. Of the two dozen 

businesses that they serviced, we have been able to reach out to most of them and find 

another outlet for getting rid of their cardboard. HICO provided a valuable service with 

the West Main Street cardboard. It is very expensive to find other alternatives for that 

cardboard. Braden and I are going to work together to get something started at the 

landfill.  

 

Mayor Riley – Braden tells me that there is no more cardboard going into the landfill 

than there was before HICO left.  

 

Paul Hunter – The cardboard is going into the landfill…where else would it go? Mine is 

piling up waiting for a solution.  

 

Braden Dunham – We haven’t noticed an increase in tonnage on our city collection 

trucks.  

 

Mayor Riley – Hopefully we will get a bailer before your basement overflows.  

 

Paul Hunter – Wright Patt has three bidders for their cardboard. One is out of Xenia. 

There is a market.  

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, March 19, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 
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A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Spicer to approve the minutes of the 

last special meeting, March 24, as presented.  

Motion passed.  

Minutes approved as presented.  

 

President Peterson introduced legislation changing the zoning of property to the G1 

Gateway District. She asked that citizens come forward to state their opinion. At the end 

of the discussion, I would entertain one of two motions – either to move for the second 

reading or entertain the motion to suspend the rules and regulations and move for the 

second and third reading.  

 

Councilman McKay – A third option would be to postpone.  

 

President Peterson – We cannot suspend it indefinitely.  

 

Mayor Riley – Am I correct that if we postpone it, we would have to start over? 

 

Law Director Shidaker – Yes. Because you already postponed it once.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting to members of the community.  

 

Mike Mandelstein – 1006 West Locust – I have lived in the community for over 40 

years. A broad brush or giant rubber stamp should not be used to implement zoning that 

would benefit a small minority at the expense of many. Truthful discourse with 

impartiality, objectivity, and a very small level of emotion and labeling needs to go 

forward, as well as a lot of patience on the part of both sides of this issue. There seems to 

be a lot of emergency ordinances. A family member put out a lot of money to help a 

young man move his business, and he got bad advice and now is in a difficult situation. 

On the other side of this are some families that have lived in this community a long time 

and they just want to finish out their living in their neighborhoods without finding out 

one day anyone can move in and do anything they want next to you. We don’t have to 

tell you. If you are going to move a business into a residential area, there is a procedure 

for that. It’s not a giant rubber stamp known as G1. Just because the law didn’t require 

373 letters to be mailed, that doesn’t mean there shouldn’t have been better 

communication besides “We put the word in the newspaper.” We had meetings and no 

one showed up. There needs to be community discourse and dialogue. If you have to 

postpone this to make sure you get it right, that’s what you need to do. If there is anyone 

here who has problems with city hall, you can change it. There is a republican primary in 

a little over a month. You can’t do anything to circulate petitions now, but if you are a 

registered voter and possibly an unaffiliated register voter, you have until 4 p.m. on May 

4 to draw a petition at the courthouse and run against the current slate. Maybe you’re 

worried about bait and switch on the part of the party. If you don’t like the way things 

are run, don’t reach out on Facebook, do something about it.  

 

Christy Sider – 38 Midway Drive – For some people, reaching out on social media is 

totally okay. That’s my right. If this legislation has been brought this far already, it’s 

probably something that some pretty intelligent people thought was a good thing to do. 

The way that all of the anger has come about really seems nothing more than 

discrimination because of the way it has played out on social media…not just from one 

side. Postponing is going to make people in this community not be able to move forward 

with their livelihood. For The Love of Ink, and Chris Walls specifically, have helped a 

lot of people. That’s why people are heated. We are not heated because we’re tattooed 

and we think we should be able to live wherever we want. We are heated because he is a 

man who believes in Wilmington, who wants to stay here, and now we’re told it’s not 

against you, it’s this whole G1 zoning that we might not have thought through all the 

way. That doesn’t seem right.  

 

Herb Baker, Jr. – Wilmington resident in the past – G1 allows for many more uses at 

sale or transfer that actually do not downgrade a property but increases it. G1 is an 

overlying ordinance with an added level of review for any property located within in this 

zone, protecting the integrity of our historic rich downtown area, while current use of the 

properties would have no effective changes. It is a protection for our future. I support the 
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G1. It should have been an emergency. This should have all been thought of before 

1860. If you live in town and you want to extend your downtown, it’s going to move out 

into the neighborhoods. It’s improvement. It’s growing.  

 

Sharon Frost – I wrote a letter to the editor a few months ago in support of the local 

tattoo shop. I believe it was before I went on my trip to Africa. When I came back I 

heard a bunch of stuff about it. If a doctor’s office was going in there, would that be 

okay? There used to be a dentist’s office there. Did anyone complain about that? In fact, 

I believe that person is in prison. I found the shop to be very clean and the people very 

courteous. I have been in other businesses in town where I haven’t gone back because of 

the way I was treated.  

 

Jason Merkle – 366 S. South Street. I am biased towards Chris because I have known 

him five years now. Where I live, I watched a Victorian home get torn down. I don’t 

know the inside conditions, but the outside looked fine. I watched it get torn down so 

someone could extend their yard. If this is to preserve a community, don’t you think we 

should do some review before a house is torn down to extend a yard? That house 

remaining standing would help the community more than someone having a little more 

yard to mow. When I went to Chris, I was wary of tattoo shops. I work as a 

firefighter/EMS and I am sleeved out. It’s not just convicts and inmates, heroin users and 

drug dealers that have tattoos. I know doctors and nurses with tattoos also.  

 

Chris Walls –First off, this should not be about me. This should be about zoning and 

what is best for the city of Wilmington. The G1 Gateway overlay brings in not only 

protection to the integrity of the properties coming into the downtown, but it also allows 

multiuse for small businesses, home-based businesses to come into these areas so that 

we can expand the growth of Wilmington to right outside the downtown area. A lot of 

people can’t afford to go to the plaza and pay three to five thousand dollars per month 

for a building. Since this has started, this was supposed to be about the G1 Gateway 

overlay. It was not supposed to be about Christopher Walls. It was not supposed to be 

about For the Love of Ink. My name has been dragged through the mud. I have been 

called a drug dealer. I was told that if I went to school to become a dentist, a neighbor 

would mow my grass for a year. I don’t want to be a dentist. I’m a tattoo artist. I am a 

former alcoholic and drug addict. I have been clean and sober for sixteen years, and I’ve 

devoted my entire life to helping others, mostly in this community. The fact that this has 

been made about me and business is ridiculous. What our council needs to focus on is 

the G1 overlay and how it can improve the city. Obviously, Taylor has worked very, 

very hard on this. The entire Planning Commission has worked hard on this. It is proven 

to be good. I believe it has actually worked in other cities. Hasn’t it? 

 

Taylor Stuckert – Yes.  

 

Chris Walls – Are we trying to stay in 1950 or are we trying to move into 2015? The 

Gateway does not change a person’s right to tear down a property. They can still do that, 

but they need to go through a few more hoops. It’s being said that anybody can move 

any type of business in. That is completely untrue. There are noise restrictions. You 

cannot have any kind of audible noise from outside the property. If you look at the 

everything as a whole, I think the benefits outweigh everything else. Council followed 

the law for noticing. They put it in the paper. They announced the public hearings. They 

announced the readings. People say they didn’t know. They did know. As a matter of 

fact, after the initial rezoning meeting where I was told that if I proved adequate parking 

I could go back. Before I went back, I was advised, just wait for the Gateway…they’ll 

let you in anyways. It probably will be quicker. This should not be about me. It should 

be about what benefits the city. We went to move things into our shop, the morning the 

moving truck came, within five to ten minutes, zoning started getting calls from 

neighbors. These people did not show to any zoning meeting…any G1 meeting. I’ve 

been at the meetings. None of these people showed up. The morning I started moving in 

furniture, Zoning gets a call. The next day, somebody calls the President of Council . At 

the next meeting, G1 gets tabled. Everyone in this room has a higher education than me, 

but I can figure this stuff out. If council goes back to the drawing table, they are not 

doing their job.  
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Vicki Davis – lives in Centerville, used to live in Wilmington and is moving back. 

Centerville is very crowded. They did not have any kind of zoning and now all of their 

downtown businesses have drive-through businesses. They tore down a building to put 

up a Costco. Then they tore down another house to put up a sign that points to the 

Costco. Parking in Wilmington is nothing compared to parking in Centerville. A woman 

stopped me on the street to tell me how awful the G1 zoning was because of the tattoo 

shop. When I asked her about the benefits of the G1 zone, she knew nothing about it. All 

she knew was that it would bring in a tattoo shop. There’s a  lot more to this. Yes, there 

is a vacant building right now. Someone wants to move into it and fix it up. It’s not 

about a tattoo shop, it’s about keeping huge signs out of your back yard.  

 

Patrick Long – Lives in Washington Court House – Previously lived in Wilmington. A 

lot of people are making this about the shop because they don’t like tattoo shops. Tattoos 

are not a bad thing. People get tattoos to remember people who have left them. They get 

tattoos that mean something to them. Businesses put people back to work. It’s good for 

the economy.  

 

Mike Mandelstein read the portion of the G1 ordinance listing the permitted uses. He 

said one of the other problems is off-street parking.  

 

Chad Terrell – 316 Charles Street – Local businesses are good. I think the problem is 

people are being labeled. I think this is trying to stop a local business owner from 

continuing his business in this town. I saw this building before he moved into it. I 

believe he put new hardwood floors in. He made the building look better. I don’t think a 

tattoo shop should be the focus. I am for G1. I saw what happened with the tearing down 

of the BP station. That’s another concern. My water has been brown since they started 

digging over there.  

 

Larry Reinsmith provided a history of the definition of a professional office and how it 

has changed from 1955 through now. Depending on when the dentist started operating 

out of that building, he could have been permitted under prior definitions.  

 

Debbie Burton – Lives and works in Wilmington – Best of friends with Chris Walls. I 

know the city is always trying to help build businesses. Chris has been operating out of a 

building that needs work. In the meantime, he has found a place that is really nice. Now, 

since he has put a lot of work into it and a lot of people have helped out, he can’t get in 

there because of the zoning issues. I don’t know anything about zoning, but at Domino’s 

across the street, there is a lot of craziness that goes on there. If people are concerned 

about people hanging out, they might want to look across the street on the corner. What 

are we going to do to help Chris Walls and continue to work and support his family? 

Everyone wants to knock it down and postpone it. The building is nice. You can’t see in 

the building. There would be three tattoo artists in there. You can only serve one person 

at a time. I don’t see what the parking problem is. The bottom line here is we are trying 

to keep businesses local. If Chris Walls has to pull out and find someplace else, then 

those of who do enjoy getting tattoos from his business are going to have to drive 

somewhere else to get them. When we drive somewhere else, we are going to have 

dinner and we are probably going to go shopping. You are dragging business out of town 

if you don’t let this man who has helped this community and helped me as a person have 

his business. He just wants to do his job and support his family. That’s it. There’s 

nothing wrong with that.  

 

President Peterson asked for comments from Council.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig -  The original purpose of G1 was to protect the fabric of our 

community – to protect our homes and buildings that are of historical value to make sure 

they do not lose boundaries between downtown and the commercial zones, like 

Centerville and Mason has. We do not want to allow that in our community. The last 

thing we want is Rombach Avenue moving into the downtown. When we started, that 

was the purpose. There was zero discussion that I remember about businesses. It wasn’t 

about businesses. It was about if somebody took the time, the care, patience, and love to 

save a home in this area, they needed to be protected. We want people to invest and 

bring back some of these beautiful homes. It is hard to convince people to invest if their 
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investment is not protected. In protecting their investment we need to make sure what is 

going in around them will match the fabric of what is there so we don’t have a house 

torn down a sign put up. So we don’t have a house torn down and a Radio Shack put in 

with parking in front or something of that nature. Those were the discussions at the time. 

This process has been going on for years. It is nothing new for any of us. In the process, 

I heard the term overlay used many times. It is what we talked about at the time. It was 

not about changing where businesses were allowed to be. That discussion was never had. 

It was not what we were looking to change. I know personally, the overlay made sense 

to me. What we ended up instead, and if it’s not what we want, shame on us for getting 

this far before figuring it out, is not an overlay. Gateway as it is currently written is not 

an overlay. It is a replacement zone. All of the protections that currently exist are thrown 

out the window and the Gateway Zone requirements are replacing it. That is my concern. 

It is very unfortunate that Mr. Walls has ended up in the situation he has. But, the 

problem that I have is as of right now, if we pass the Gateway Zone, tomorrow 

somebody can come in, whether they use the existing building, we could have a 

convenient store move in across from the library. We can have a restaurant move next 

door to your son’s house. We can have businesses moving into places we never intended 

them to move because we are affecting not just the PO, but we are affecting R1, R1 

sparse residential homes. We are opening up uses for businesses. We are not just 

affecting the PO zone. We got a legal opinion about whether a tattoo shop could operate 

in a PO zone. We did not get an opinion about whether the PO as it is currently written is 

a solid zone. I have an issue with the fact that we are going to change all of these 

residential areas. We also have a medical zone that is going to be thrown out the window 

and replaced. A Walgreens wanted to go in next to the Cancer Center. That couldn’t 

happen because of the current zoning restrictions. If we change the zoning, that would 

all of a sudden be legal.  

 

Chris Walls – Isn’t it completely the opposite? From what I read on the Gateway, it 

would completely not allow you to build any structure like that within the Gateway 

Zone. According to the way the zoning is written now, couldn’t you do that? Ask Taylor.  

 

Taylor Stuckert – There is a max of ten parking spaces. I don’t think a Walgreens is 

going to build a site with ten parking places. I’m also saying there are no medical zones 

in the G1. There is one parcel that is R1 and that is Fred Ertel’s farm. The rest are R3. 

There are a lot of business zones currently in the area of the G1. The idea of having 

mixed-use operations like business is more reflective of businesses like the Kava Haus 

or the Pattery or For a Song and a Story. There are plenty of examples of businesses in 

the city operating in residential units. Frankly, I think from a planning perspective, it is 

viewed as appropriate. In some cases, it adds vibrancy and activity to a neighborhood. 

As long as it fits that form and as long as it maintains that fabric, that’s the focus of the 

concern. I agree with the concern with bringing Rombach to the downtown. I think that 

is part of the Gateway proposal. You mention areas that are vulnerable, east of this 

location, where the Murphy house is with the serpentine wall. All of that area at Wood 

down to Mulberry is B2. The CVS could have leveled all of the properties and built the 

CVS there. There are plenty of examples of areas that already have zoning in place that 

would be detrimental to that neighborhood fabric. The PO is, by definition, a mixed use. 

You can have professional businesses in those houses.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I am not arguing with you about that. There are savings with the 

G1. My concern is in a broad brush we are going to change all of these. I don’t know 

what we have all looked at it and taken a hard look at it and said “This is good to go.” 

Personally, I’m still in favor of the overlay. Protect what we currently have but add the 

restrictions. I also have to admit that while we may have been legal in what we did in 

regard to notification, it is not necessarily the right thing. I ask council to send it back to 

Judiciary to look at it again.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I’m not sure where to start. Right off the top, my vote is not to vote 

just so a tattoo place has to go in, nor is my vote to keep a tattoo place out. This G1 zone 

came along long before the tattoo shop thought about moving. It was done because some 

of the same things that you are criticizing about now, came from criticism from the folks 

because we need to protect older homes. We are trying to respond to the citizens. This is 

not about the tattoo shop. It is about moving Wilmington forward. I have gotten a lot of 
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letters. Like Mike says, if you don’t like what we’re doing, vote us out. My decision is 

not based on the letters that I receive that say, “If you don’t vote my way, I’m going to 

vote you out.” I’m don’t care. I’m a lifelong resident of this city. I got on council to try 

to help improve our town and move it forward. That is what I’m going to do. I preferred 

the overlay zone. I am not a zoning expert. I spent some time talking to Taylor about it. 

While the overlay is nice, there are some complications that make things harder in the 

different zone with setbacks and things. It’s just makes more hoops for people to jump 

through. I got some really nice letters from both sides and I appreciate those. If you 

don’t like the decision I make, run against me. I will not be drawn into the battle of the 

tattoo shop. I grew up in an area where you run across two yards and there is the 

neighborhood grocery store. That doesn’t bother me. You talk about the tattoo shop 

bringing unsavory people. It might. On the other hand, I’ve been to a lot of towns that 

have tattoo shops. They blend in with the neighborhoods. If it does go through, that is 

Mr. Wall’s challenge to prove that he can be a good neighbor. I’m not a tattoo person. 

Don’t have any. Don’t want anything. I have a daughter. She’s 50 years old now. She 

was 40 before I realized she had one. I’ve heard people say “those kind of people.” But 

she’s three classes away from her third degree. She works at the University of Cincinnati 

Hospital. She has an excellent job. I’m sorry, I don’t judge “those kind of people.” I’m 

prepared to move forward. I just want to see Wilmington grow. I love this town.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – I had a narrative I wanted to talk about, but I can’t top that. I will 

say this, I don’t want us to leave any possibility of anyone thinking that this was, as 

described earlier, a rubber stamp, rushed deal.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It’s at least two years old.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Councilman Jaehnig started it and then I became chairman of the 

Judiciary Committee in 2014. We had it all in 2014 and then we are back with it now. 

Every meeting we had on it was public noticed. We looked at this very in-depth. Of all 

of the time I’ve been on council, I don’t think there has been an issue that has gotten 

more attention than the G1. We’re human beings. As far as I was concerned, we passed 

this in February 2014. Whether I ever knew it or not, I had no idea that we had this item 

that had to be passed called the map. I since have been told that there was a gap in the 

G1 that left a little bit of area between the G1 and the historic district. Other than that, 

G1 includes everything that was included originally. Nothing has been added. I think 

that through all the stuff that I have heard, there are a lot of things that have been raised 

that I think we should be concerned about in terms of Wood Street – the traffic and 

congestion. These things are going to be there whether there is a tattoo shop, people 

living there or a vacant house. I don’t think this business is going to add to those issues. I 

also think that the idea of going back and starting over is very dangerous. As far as I am 

concerned, it would be the end of G1. This nation, prior to where we are now, had 

cottage industry. They were operated in homes and neighborhoods. I am old enough to 

remember a barber shop next to people’s houses. I think the G1 is good. I don’t want to 

lose it. It should pass. I understand the concern about passing it as an emergency 

measure. I stand with the G1.  

 

Councilman Mead – I think I know less now than when I came in here. I have nothing to 

add.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I have borderline harassed Taylor regarding this Gateway 

zoning. I have done research about what this type of zoning does. It decreases crime. It is 

very smart. It restricts the type of business by restricting the number of spaces. I’m 

surprised people didn’t know it was a zoning change. It went through Judiciary and 

Council. As a council, it’s embarrassing to the idea that we would pass a law and not 

understand it. That is alarming. I don’t know if you didn’t know, but I sit every night 

before council and highlight. I read everything page by page. I think that’s our obligation 

to the voters. Mike, you hit on my soft spot about transparency. I would never want 

anyone to think that something happened in the shadows. I feel like the public and 

homeowners were notified. I’m very sorry that your perception of how it was handled is 

negative.  
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Mike Mandelstein – I don’t want you to be sorry…I want you to be better. Just because 

the letter of the law says you don’t have to do it, does not mean you can’t go above the 

letter of the law.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I have been flip-flopping on this issue more than I ever do. 

This is one of the most unfortunate things that I have ever seen. I knew that this was not 

an overlay; I knew this was a replacement. I am not going to hide behind anything. I 

knew. I don’t think we rushed it. I think it’s a debate whether or not it is a mistake. The 

needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few. I am pro-business. I have been 

receiving many calls both supporting the G1 and against the G1. My job is to represent 

all of you. Even though I am pro-business, I have to represent the residents as well. I am 

still on the fence. I am against passing it as an emergency.  I appreciate everyone coming 

out.  

 

Councilman McKay – I am not against Chris Walls having a tattoo parlor. In fact, my 

niece is a very good tattoo artist in Chicago. I am going to have to follow the track of 

Councilman Jaehnig. We all believe in the intent of this ordinance. We may not have 

understood completely. I’m sorry if we did not understand what the repercussions may 

be. I am absolutely in favor of the intent. Unfortunately, we are finding that for this 379 

parcels, this could have far-reaching, unintended results. These results might be not at all 

what we expect. I like the concept of neighborhood business. This is tough. For that 

reason, even though it sounds like we’ve done a lot of talking about this, I don’t think 

we’ve talked about the cruxes of it as fully as we should. I believe we should take it back 

and quickly work back through it and make sure it does what we intend it to do.  

 

Mayor Riley – I truly want to thank everyone for coming out. This is the way 

government should work. Having debate and disagreement for the betterment of the 

community is the way it is supposed to work. I have no problem with Chris Wall’s shop. 

I see it as a professional service. It is just the tattoo stigma. I detest discrimination in any 

way. I don’t have any tattoos. It bothers me that it has become about your shop. If you 

ran a barbershop, you would be in there cutting hair today and no one would have said a 

word about it. Across the street there is a Domino’s. You have a florist shop across the 

street. Cattycornered you have a vacuum cleaner repair shop. This should not be an 

issue. Unfortunately it is. I consider Chris a professional and a high-class guy. This is the 

ugly part of city council and making ordinance. We will get through this. I just want to 

say publicly, hang in there, buddy.  

 

Dustin Hicks – 348 Baird Place Apartment C. Why does council have to learn about it in 

the meeting? Council doesn’t take time other than in the meeting? Three years is enough 

time to learn about something. If you haven’t taken the time in three years to learn about 

an ordinance, what are you really doing? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I knew the ordinance. I was the one that started the process in the 

first place. It started in my committee. Loren finished it and passed it through when he 

was on Judiciary. The City Planning commission approved the map and that is how we 

ended up here. What we did not have during that entire time is a group like this sitting 

right here. Because the citizens rarely get interested in what we do and rarely come to a 

council meeting. I post them on my Facebook page every single day. What is going 

on…what we’re meeting about….what we’re talking about…because I am desperate to 

hear back. Without input, it is difficult to see every aspect of a piece of legislation and 

the impact it can have. The more people that are involved, the more likely we are going 

to get it right the first time. The reason it has taken so long is because we knew it was an 

important piece of legislation and there was no reason to rush it. We have had a council 

switch and president switch during the process and the legislation has continued. Now 

we have all of the interest and different viewpoints that maybe the seven of us and our 

advisor had not thought of. Whatever happens tonight, the important thing is the 

involvement. People’s lives are very busy…there is so much in life…what we are 

talking about is boring and no one shows up until it meets critical mass. That’s how we 

get to this point and it looks like not everything has been thought of.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – To piggyback off of that, there are Sunshine Laws. We are not 

allowed to talk about it unless we are on the record in public. We could not sit at the 
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General Denver and have this conversation. Sometimes the kinks of working out the 

details are in public because we can’t have this conversation anywhere else. You see us 

working through it in front of you.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Before Sunshine Laws existed, all over the United States, 

backroom deals were going on.  

 

President Peterson – I try to remain impartial. As we were working this legislation 

through, I postponed the final readings a couple of weeks ago. Frankly, I had not had any 

phone calls until then. I had done a little bit of fact-finding and was concerned because 

this was substantive legislation and I wanted to give a chance for more discussion. I 

appreciate this feedback. I think we all feel more confident.  

 

Councilman Spicer – The bulk of my phone calls also came after the postponement. But 

we have had two weeks now to go through and research this. That is why I sought out 

Taylor to get more information. He had good explanations, and he is the expert. That is 

who we have to defer to. I think we’ve had enough time. What are we going to discuss 

when we go back?  

 

President Peterson – I will entertain a motion.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the second reading only 

on the Ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio (G1 Gateway District). 

President called for a roll call vote.  

Roll call: Jaehnig, no; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, no. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only.  

 

Spicer requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead – Most of you probably know that the 

cemetery is changing hands from a private organization to the city. The reason it’s doing 

so is because the private organization could not bring in enough money to maintain the 

cemetery, so they decided the best thing to do was disband the cemetery and turn it over 

to the City. The Ohio Revised Code states that if any of cemetery group gives up or has 

to give up the cemetery, the entity in which it resides has to take it over. This means that 

the cemetery board could not continue, so Wilmington City is required to take it over. 

We will have discussion after I make a motion for the first reading.  

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting the Transfer and Assignation of Real and Person Property of the 

Sugar Grove Cemetery Association to the City of Wilmington and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

 

Councilwoman Milburn asked why it was an emergency.  

 

Councilman Mead – The board has already disbanded and someone has to take care of 

the cemetery. As Randy has stated, it’s the city job and we have to get it as soon as 

possible so we can pay people and bury people.  

 

Mayor Riley – This is not a kneejerk reaction. It started well over a year ago. In fact, our 

plan was to accept the cemetery in July of last year. However, we worked with the 

cemetery board trying to keep them solvent. We thought there was a possibility of 

money they could have found so they could continue to operate. Unfortunately, none of 

that worked out and their back was to the wall. The deed you have in your packet is 

dated March 31, 2015, so they just recently have signed these documents. Bob, you’re 

absolutely right. It’s not that we have an option. We will, by law, be required to assume 
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responsibility of the cemetery. The Ohio Revised Code is very clear that the Director of 

Public Service will supervise the cemetery with a clerk and other people as needed. 

Larry has been working diligently on this for quite a few months. Randi, to answer your 

question, the cemetery has a lot of work to be ready by Memorial Day, so the sooner it’s 

ours, the sooner we can start working on it.  

 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2407 passed as read. 

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay – We recently had a Water Committee and we 

will soon be looking at refinancing some water bonds to get a better rate. That should be 

happening quickly with the Auditor’s guidance.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay asked Service Director Reinsmith for an update 

on paving.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Our street superintendent is working on the specs of that 

project and hopefully we will be able to bid it out soon. 

 

Mayor Riley – My goal is that by the next council meeting the specs would be ready to 

go out.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Do we need to have a resolution authorizing bids and entering 

into contracts. 

 

Mayor Riley – After the specs are done.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – I think you passed that ordinance.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – It did not include the bids.  

 

Councilman McKay – We will take a look at it.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig – We have coming up on April 25 is Tire 

Amnesty Day. 9-12:00 at the Clinton County Engineer’s Office on Fife Avenue. There is 

a limit of eight tires.  

 

Mayor Riley – Townships are permitted to take an unlimited amount.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn – We have a meeting on Tuesday, 

April 7, at 6 p.m. 

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced legislation declaring surplus 

property in the Police Department.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Declaring Surplus Property, To Wit: Police Department Vehicle Valued at 

More Than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 
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Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; 

Mead, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2408 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous 

transfers: $6000 from Police Salary to Police Incidentals.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5216 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced then and now legislation.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2409 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead introduced legislation creating rules and 

regulations for the cemetery.  

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Adding Chapter 935 to the Codified Ordinances of the City of Wilmington 

Cemetery Rules and Regulations and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Paul Fear asked about the timing allowed for artificial and real flowers on the graves.  

 

[Discussion of artificial flowers] 
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Councilman Jaehnig asked if markers previously installed would be grandfathered in as 

complying with city standards. Service Director Reinsmith said that they would.  

 

Mayor Riley explained that the rules and regulations were taken from best practices from 

other cemeteries plus what is mandated by the ORC. If issues come up in the future, 

changes can be made.  

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5217 passed as read. 

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay said he thought Bekah 

Muchmore would do a great job as the Main Street Wilmington Director. Please reach 

out to her if you have ideas or suggestions. Bee Hive Framing and Art will be moving to 

the recently vacated space of Mom’s Friendly Game Shop. Debbie Hook will have her 

art studio in the back of the space. Murphy Theatre is turning the space made vacant by 

Downtown Hair to a reception space and boardroom. It will be available for small 

receptions and meetings. It will be called Fifty-Six.   

 

Councilman Spicer – The upstairs of the Murphy Theatre has been turned into artists’ 

studios.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert – There is a lot of exciting 

information about the possibility of a Water Skate Park. There are signups for activities. 

The parks are busy and alive.  

 

Lori Williams clarified that there are two different projects – a splash park and a skate 

park. We are fundraising actively.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, Mayor Riley – We had 

a fire early last month by the walking trailing on Mulberry Street. Apparently with the 

winds there is a part of the roof that has partially caved in and has blown into the street. 

We will be addressing those safety issues as soon as well can. I just found out about this 

tonight.   

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Jaehnig that the Income Tax Report – 

March 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

Councilman Stuckert noted that numbers are up this month.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – If we are lucky enough to maintain a 5.2-percent increase over 

last year, that would mean an additional $234,000. Hopefully we can pick up the pace a 

little bit to cover the streets.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   
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Mike Mandelstein – Hoped that the dialogue would continue to help the administration 

do their jobs. Reading the fine print gives you an education. Ignoring the fine print gives 

you experience.  

 

Andrea Tacoronte – 1564 Nicely Road – Employee in the City of Wilmington Mayor’s 

office. Spoke her concern over the tone of recent political campaign literature and the 

manner in which it characterized the lifting of the employee wage freeze in 2014. She 

emphasized the need for council, administration and employees to work as a team.  

 

Councilman Stuckert said that his name was on the literature. The wage figures he 

received from the City didn’t include context and he just distributed what was given to 

him. Complained that council was not informed adequately about the impact of releasing 

the freeze on wages before they voted to approve the labor agreements. He expressed 

concern that there has been talk of asking the taxpayers to consider an earnings tax to 

pave streets.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn thanked the Police for their recent work involving a dangerous 

situation in the City with a high-speed chase and shooting.   

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay to adjourn. 

President declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL April 16, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, April 16, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

President Peterson announced that today is National Holocaust Remembrance Day.  

 

Mayor Riley – The flags are at half-staff by order of the President of the United States. It 

was 150 years ago that President Lincoln was assassinated. I have told them to keep the 

flags at half-staff in memory of Arnie Lansing, a former Fire Chief of the City of 

Wilmington, who died very unexpectedly this past week. He was with the Department 

from the mid-70s until he retired in 1995.  

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Peterson announced that she was moving the Mayor’s portion of the agenda 

ahead.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley:   

 

Mayor Riley performed a swearing-in ceremony for Patrol Officer Codey A. Juillerat for 

the Wilmington Police Department.  

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation recognizing Safety Telecommunications Week. 

 

WHEREAS, professional emergency dispatchers perform a critical 

function when an emergency occurs requiring police, fire, ambulance or 

highway safety personnel; and 

 

WHEREAS, dedicated emergency dispatchers are always on duty, serve 

the citizens of Wilmington and Clinton County by answering their calls for 

police, fire and emergency medical services by dispatching the 

appropriate assistance as quickly as possible; and 

 

WHEREAS, professional dispatcher personnel are not visible like the men 

and women who arrive on the scene of emergencies, yet they provide the 

critical link to public safety services as part of the first responder team.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, I, RANDY RILEY, by the power vested in me as 

Mayor of the City of Wilmington, Ohio, do hereby applaud the important 

work done by our emergency telecommunication dispatchers in 

Wilmington and Clinton County and do hereby proclaim the week of April 

12-18, 2015, as PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK in 

Wilmington, Ohio, and our neighboring communities.  

 

Mayor Riley - We have a project that has been in the works for a couple of years, at 

least, with the Lions Club. When you come into the City of Wilmington, you see signs 

about our athletic performers. You don’t see the old signs that we used to have that 

welcomed you to Wilmington and had all the service organizations and churches. We 

want to do that again. It is quite expensive. The Lions Club came to us and offered to be 

a sponsor for the project. Our Streets Department will put them up. Our goal is to have a 

sign at each of the main state routes coming into town. We want to open it up to 

nonprofit organizations, fraternal organizations and the churches. The sign will say 

“Welcome Home.”  
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Representatives from the Lions Club showed a sample of the sign and presented a check 

to the city in the amount of $7500.00 toward the project. Mayor Riley said construction 

is planned to start within the next 30 days.  

 

Mayor Riley – The Rozzi Fireworks family has scheduled a shooter’s school out at the 

fairgrounds for Saturday, April 25. It goes all day teaching people how to do fireworks. 

At night they will have a demonstration. If you want to see a free Rozzi fireworks show, 

come out to the west side of town. They will be done at about 10 p.m.  

 

Kim Law – The Wilmington Tree Commission – Ms. Law gave an overview of the 

history and purpose of the Tree Commission. The Wilmington Tree Commission was 

reestablished in April 2010 and is appointed by the mayor. It exists entirely on donations 

and members are volunteers. The purpose of the Tree Commission is to provide for the 

preservation, protection and enhancement of trees within the urban forest of the City of 

Wilmington. Among other tasks, the Wilmington Tree Commission has put together a 

detailed urban plan index for the City of Wilmington which outlines all of the tree lawns 

within the city. They have also put together a planting plan for the next five to ten years 

in the City of Wilmington.  

 

Ms. Law spoke about the aesthetic value of the urban forest. Trees are good for the 

economy and for health. The city recoups environmental value from their urban forest, 

and the trees planted become part of the infrastructure. The Tree Commission uses I-

Tree software to manage this urban forest, which generates a total dollar value for a tree 

over its lifetime. This amount is based on the value of stormwater assistance, air quality 

improvement, reduction of atmospheric carbon dioxide, summer energy savings, and 

winter energy savings. For the Arbor Day campaign, the Tree Commission placed tags 

on each of the trees letting people know how much the trees have given back in 

environmental value.  

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, April 2, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson announced a Notice of Legislative Authority from the Ohio 

Department of Liquor Control, a Transfer of Ownership from Ohio CVS Stores LLC on 

Rombach Avenue to 120 E. Main Street. The notice will be on file at the clerk’s office.  

 

President Peterson introduced the third reading of legislation changing zoning in the City 

of Wilmington and asked for public comment.  

 

Stephen Sawzin – 43 Fulton Street – Mr. Sawzin stated his objections to the Gateway 

legislation. The legislation does not address grandfathering of existing property. 

Property owners should have been individually notified of the proposed zoning change 

rather than through a newspaper notice. While the legislation addresses demolition of 

properties built prior to 1940, it does not mention anything about structures built after 

1940. How does the legislation apply to condemned buildings? Mr. Sawzin also 

mentioned contradictions in the legislation concerning minimum lot widths and said 

there was no mention of combining lots and resurveying. Also, the legislation does 

mention vacant lots or currently condemned buildings. He asked why the stipulation of 

five employees was tied into use of an accessory building. He said it also would be 

impossible to rebuild a house to what it used to be without the documentation of how the 

house was originally built. These things make the zoning ordinance unenforceable. Mr. 

Sawzin also said he was not aware of any place where a new owner could get the 

information regarding the zoning on their lot. That information should be publicly 

available. He said he would like to see all of the houses remain R1 and not have the 

hodgepodge that is allowed in the Gateway ordinance. The ordinance is poorly written 

and should be tabled until it is reworked.  
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Charlie Hargrave – 229 Mays Drive, Sabina, and owns a rental in the area. I agree that 

the newspaper was not the best way to advertise the rezoning. A notice in the utility bills 

would have been better. I stand in support of the G1 Gateway zoning. It would be good 

for economic development. Having been mayor of Sabina, I understand that zoning is 

very difficult. Unless you are starting a new city from scratch, it’s never going to be a 

hundred percent correct. The intent of the Gateway is what people should look at. It will 

help bring business in and will keep older properties intact. I am familiar with the one 

property that is causing the struggle. Chris Walls has done a lot of work on the property 

to make it better and the city should do what they can to let him move forward. Also, 

Mr. Walls donates back to the town quite a bit. Council will do what is right and will be 

able to control what goes in there.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – If government got to choose which businesses open in our 

community, it would be a beautiful thing. I don’t know that we would have as many 

pizza places or subways or dollar stores if government got to choose what businesses 

open in our community. To be honest, they shouldn’t get to choose.  

 

Charlie Hargrave – But, no one will be able to put hazardous chemicals or anything 

dangerous in there. The people up there have common sense and are not going to let 

anything terrible happen. Everybody should do government one time in their life. Then 

you would have a whole different opinion. It’s a different beast.  

 

Vincent Holmes – The nine most terrifying words from the English language, “I’m here 

from the government. We’re here to help.”  I’m a small business owner, and I live here 

in the city. There are several problems with the original ordinance, and there are even 

more with the amendment that lists the locations of the new zoning. No provisions are 

made for hours of operation. Therefore, I can have a bakery open up next to my home 

with hours of operation that start at 3:00 a.m. or even stay open 24/7. This is 

unacceptable. The present zoning protects us from that. There are no provisions for 

compensation by the city for the disruption of the peace of my home and loss of my 

property value because of this bakery. This also is unacceptable. My present zoning 

protects me from this bakery being established. The G1 zoning ordinance needs to be 

stopped by council and started over, and that is easily done here tonight. Nobody was 

aware of the G1 rezoning because the city followed the letter of the law by posting a 

notice in the newspaper. The spirit of the law is to make sure that reasonable and 

sufficient notice be given, especially to those that it will affect. Many people do not get 

the newspaper. Those that do, do not necessarily read the classified section.  Please do 

not take a haughty and dismissive position and tell us it is our own fault that we are not 

informed. Should council not do all within their power to protect us? Did you not 

wonder why there was so little interest and concern by the citizens? We didn’t know.  

There is still much confusion and many questions. Council claims to represent the 

people. If that is true, then stop this tonight, back it up, and go the extra mile. Send 

letters to the 379 property owners. Take it upon yourself to exercise the spirit of the law.  

Two of the honorable council, Mr. McKay and Mr. Jaehnig, who is the chair of the 

committee, stepped up and voted to stop this. They are cautious and do not want to make 

a mistake. Council, leave our zoning alone. It is not broke. Quit trying to fix it. This is 

not a small thing and much hangs in the balance. Your names will be attached to it 

forever and many will suffer and pay from the decision you may make here in just a few 

moments. If the ordinance and the amendment are worthy of their salt, they will 

withstand real sunshine, and you will be able to make your vote with more knowledge 

and confidence than you possess now. Please don’t rush this through just because you 

can or because you are weary with it or you personally want it or deals or promises were 

made or you just want to get it over. Are you not servants willing to do anything and 

everything possible for all of the people, which is the city? G1 zoning should be stopped 

because it is the right thing to do.  

 

Teresa Rembert – 39 N. Wood Street – This matter is very important to myself and my 

husband, Ron. We think the intent of the G1 to protect beautiful homes and the aesthetic 

characteristics of the community through regulation is an important effort. We are in 

disagreement with some of you about the zoning changes that the G1 will bring. We 

appeal to your wisdom, your goodness, and your integrity in making our case. Two years 

ago, you created a zone. Tonight you are making a zoning change that pulls that zone 

onto over 350 properties. Once you put that zone on this map, all those properties can be 
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used for over six or seven different categories of business and government uses. Most of 

these property owners do not know what you are doing because you weren’t required to 

notify them in writing. Mr. Stuckert, last night at a public forum, you were running on a 

platform of providing clear, accurate and thorough information. You don’t want the city 

to withhold information from you. We are asking the same from you. We want you to 

stop moving forward until you have provided all 350-plus property owners with a copy 

of the ordinance and a clear and precise explanation about how the G1 will affect them.  

Mr. Mead and Mr. Spicer and Mr. Stuckert, you are wise enough to know that people in 

this community consider their personal property sacred and they expect this city to 

preserve the zoning of that property. Please, from a place of wisdom, vote no to the G1 

so these 350 property owners can have real due process and an active voice in any 

changes that are made to their zoning. Ms. Miller, last night you talked about protecting 

your family and your neighborhood. I’m asking you tonight, and Mrs. Milburn as well, 

to vote no on the G1 out of a place of love for other neighborhoods on South Street, 

Main Street, and Locust Street. They deserve the same protection and preservation that 

you want for your own neighborhood. When you change the zoning of a neighborhood, 

you change the character of the neighborhood and place property values in the jeopardy, 

therefore putting citizens at risk. Stop what you’re doing. Take this project out of the 

confusion where it appears to have flown under the radar. Bring it to the light of day. 

Provide thorough, complete, accurate, factual information to all the property owners 

involved. If this is a project good for the community, it will survive the light of day and 

we will all be better for it. If you proceed tonight in confusion, it will continue to 

ferment fear and confusion, neighbor against neighbor, city against citizen, community 

against government, and we will all be worse for that.  

 

Christopher Walls –The G1 is a good thing for Wilmington. It protects the historical 

integrity of the properties that are in it. Everybody is talking about how it is going to 

allow this business or that business in. I think Councilwoman Miller at the last meeting 

explained that the parking rules will restrict the types of businesses. I’m not trying to 

attack anyone. I am sure these are good people. People with tattoos are good people and 

do not deserve to be labeled. That’s what this is about. The people who have stepped up 

here against G1 have not been to a G1 meeting. They left the initial public hearing on the 

G1 after my business was denied its rezoning. I don’t regret the business decision to 

move into that property. It’s a great location and has a neighborhood with great people in 

it. They care about their neighborhood. I would like to make a promise, when we do get 

in this property, we will be the best neighbors you’ve ever had. We have no issue with 

you  people, and we don’t want an issue. We just want to do what God gave us the gift 

of doing, and that is creating artwork.  

 

Teresa Rembert – I am a therapist. I have many clients with tattoos. I have friends and 

relatives with tattoos. I love every one of them. I am not prejudiced against you because 

you have a tattoo parlor. I am not prejudiced against people with tattoos.  

 

John McCalister – 557 N. South Street – I was not informed of this. I’ve known about it 

for about two days and don’t really know what all you’re trying to do. It sounds like 

your heart and your intention is right. I’ve lived in my home for 30 years. I try to keep 

my house up. I bought the house next door and remodeled it to keep the neighborhood 

up. I think this law is just too open. A few years ago, Wilmington Discount Tire bought 

the home two doors down for me and now stores tires in the old barn in the back. It’s a 

fire hazard. You are going to open us up to the possibility of god knows what. I feel 

sorry for Mr. Wall and your situation, but I think each individual thing should be 

handled by its own merit. I think we should address his issue as his issue. I don’t think 

you should pass a law concerning my property in a very nice residential neighborhood. I 

don’t want a business next door to me. We’ve got plenty of places uptown and around 

here that are open. Let’s get somebody in those places.  

 

Eric Gherman – 901 N. South Street – I’ve been around Christopher’s business. There is 

nothing wrong with a tattoo business. Chris donates to the city. If this goes through, he 

wants to put in flower beds and spruce up the outside of the place. It will be a nice 

establishment. On the corner of Michigan Avenue just down from where I live on South 

Street, there is a condemned home that was built in the 1940s. No one can do anything 

about it because it’s in the G1. It is a hazard to everyone in the neighborhood. Why not 

have the owner of that property demolish that house? It’s about to cave in on itself. What 
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are you going to do if my kids and the neighbor kids go into that building and it 

collapses on them? Who’s responsible? Is the city going to be responsible because if G1 

passes, you know, you can’t demolish a historical home even though it’s a health hazard. 

You have to really consider what you are trying to do. Just because you are trying to 

prevent one business from moving isn’t the right thing.  

 

Angela Earley – 545 N. South Street – I live in what could potentially become Gateway 

zoning. I own three other properties, so I own four total in what could become Gateway 

zoning. I talked to our councilperson about this and it was kind of played down, which I 

am very disappointed about. This appears to be something you want to force upon 379 

properties all because of one issue. Why can’t that one issue with one property be dealt 

with as such? I live in what I consider a residential neighborhood and have great 

neighbors. We’ve lived there a long time, and we keep our houses presentable. We care 

about it remaining a residential neighborhood. I just can’t see doing this to everyone to 

solve the problem of one person. Let that person comply with whatever zoning their 

property has right now and let us keep what we have.  

 

Herb Baker, Jr – I have stood here and listened to all of you, and half of you have no 

clue what is going on. Some of you think it has to do with the one certain business. It has 

nothing to do with it. This is to preserve your neighborhoods. It is to keep CVS from 

moving in and tearing buildings down like they did right down here. It has nothing to do 

with one business like most of you are pointing out. You need to actually read it and take 

the time to understand it before you get up here and criticize it. It has nothing to do with 

Chris Walls’ business; it has to do with the historic homes in this town. It is to protect 

from having a bunch of heroin addicts in abandoned homes next door to your house that 

you are so worried about. That is what you need to think. Let someone bring a business 

in and keep that house looking like a house, not a business like CVS or a Dollar General. 

It’s to keep your home looking like a home, not to bring in a box business.  

 

Steve Sawzin – The ordinance does not protect homes because it doesn’t speak to homes 

built after 1940.  If the assumption is if someone does create a business that the building 

is supposed to look like a home, it doesn’t specifically state that in here. If the intent is to 

protect homes, my home is protected right now under the zoning. I think, again, this is a 

poorly written regulation. I prefer you throw it in the wastebasket and leave us alone.  

 

Connie Holmes – 71 Library Avenue – I moved here in the late 1950s. This town was 

really a nice little town. It’s grown immensely since then. It was a beautiful town. You 

had the businesses here and the residences here. They didn’t mix. I can’t tell you who is 

going to come into his tattoo parlor. He can’t tell you who is going to come into his 

tattoo parlor. Hopefully you can keep it like you’ve got it, but nobody can read anybody 

else’s mind so you don’t really know what we’re thinking. You can’t guarantee that your 

business will stay that way. I’m not saying that people are bad because they have tattoos. 

I’ve got makeup tattoos. When I got married, we moved over on Spring Street. My 

husband loved classic cars. He had one sitting in the driveway with no license and no 

motor. It sat there a while and we had a policeman come to the door one day and 

enforced the fact that we had to move that because it didn’t look nice. We had to keep 

our property up. We did whatever we needed to do. You really need to think about what 

you are doing in this magnitude. You want your grandchildren and great grandchildren 

to live here and have nice places. All of these loopholes have been brought up. It would 

be a good idea to work on it a little bit longer. You don’t want to jump into something 

that you can’t undo. It’s easier to get in than get out. If the citizens aren’t happy, 

nobody’s happy.  

 

Herb Baker, Jr. asked what happens with the G1 Gateway if the zoning map does not 

pass.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – If the map doesn’t pass, then the G1 is not placed on any 

properties. The G1, like any ordinance, can be changed by council’s approval at any 

time. I would assume if the G1 does not pass, then the decision will have to be made by 

council or the administration of whether they want to fade off into the sunset, be sent 

back to committee to be worked on and brought back as something that may be passable. 

The G1 could be on the books, but if it is not attached to any properties, it doesn’t really 

do anything.  
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Herb Baker, Jr. – This was all passed unanimously until the last meeting and then two of 

you changed your minds. I don’t know and don’t care why you changed your mind. If 

the map does pass, nothing is written in stone. Can’t you amend things once this has 

passed? Can’t you go back and fix it? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – No. The reason I say that is because it is a replacement zone, 

some of the items in it, we cannot go back and fix. If it was a lay-over zone instead of a 

replacement, we could fix about anything.  

 

Taylor Stuckert – You can amend zones.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – But once the zone is put in place, any action that takes place 

between the time that it has passed and an amendment happens, is grandfathered in to 

any changes. So, no, you can’t change anything that happens during that time period.  

 

Taylor Stuckert – Certainly, but it is still an amendment.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – He asked if you can make an amendment, and the answer is yes.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – There are changes that could be made during that time period that 

would not be affected.  

 

Herb Baker, Jr. – How long does it take to amend something usually? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It would be shocking if it was done in less than a month. More 

realistically, a minimum of six weeks to three or four months.  

 

Herb Baker, Jr. – So you figure all of this passes, because you’re not going to make 

everybody happy. What you need to think is what you think is better for the economy of 

the town and the people in this town to make this town grow – to keep this town 

thriving. So, if this does pass, you can go in and amend it to make it even more people 

happy. Nothing is written in stone that you can’t fix it once it’s passed. To me, it’s pretty 

simple. I’m not very smart when it comes to things, but there’s nothing that can’t be 

fixed.  

 

Vince Holmes asked if residents could change their zoning back to R1 after the G1 

passes.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that they could apply to Planning Commission but they 

would run into a problem if every property adjacent is zoned G1. The City does not 

traditionally allow spot zones.  

 

[Discussion of spot zoning] 

 

Councilwoman Miller – You would be surprised how many people do not know what 

the zoning of their property currently is.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Go to the City of Wilmington website and there is a map 

on the website with all of the parcels on there. You can also go to our office and we have 

the minutes of all of the Board of Zoning Appeals Meetings, which would show when 

there was a variance granted on each parcel.  

 

Vince Holmes asked for an explanation of the process of rezoning a property.   

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Explained that an application is picked up at the office, 

filled out, and submitted to the office. With the application, you list all of the adjoining 

property owners. The City then sends notification out by mail and it is run in the 

newspaper. The petition is heard at the Planning Commission and neighbors have an 

opportunity to voice opposition. The Planning Commission does not rezone the property; 

they only made a recommendation to council. If they make the recommendation, it takes 

a simple majority of council to pass the rezoning. Should the Planning Commission turn 

it down, they petitioner can still take their rezoning to council, but it will take a super 
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majority to pass. With the Wilmington Council, it would take six votes to overturn the 

Planning Commission recommendations.  

 

Seeing as no one else from the public wished to comment, President Peterson asked for 

input from the council members. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I am responsible for this getting started. I believe the city was in 

jeopardy of losing many of its historical buildings. With the incident involving the 

Family Dollar moving in and tearing down a home simply to put up a sign and the outcry 

that occurred from that, I started looking into how we can protect our gateway areas and 

maintain the fabric of our community and protect our historical homes.  A prime 

example of a home that concerned me at times was what used to be Brenz Salon, which 

has been converted back to a single-family home. I couldn’t be happier about that. The 

purpose for me going forward was protecting our future. It is very difficult to get people 

to invest in a home, especially one that is older that needs a lot of upkeep and a lot of 

care to make it look beautiful, when there is a great deal of concern that a box is going to 

move in next door; a parking lot is going to be put in without review; or the house next 

door is going to get torn down and all you have to do is pay a $50 permitting fee to tear 

that house down. These are things that need to be dealt with. When the legislation 

finished, it did not have everything that I wanted and it allowed some things that I didn’t 

intend to allow. One of the things that the gateway zone doesn’t do that we had hoped it 

would do was if you have a house that is 75 years old or older and you don’t live in the 

gateway zone, we had hoped that at the request of the property owner, the property could 

be protected under Gateway Zoning. I work every day on economic development. I was 

one of the first ones to talk about allowing digital signs to give businesses the 

opportunity to do business with modern technology. We were concerned about the bleed 

from Rombach Avenue coming all the way down to Main Street and that there wouldn’t 

be a buffer between the two zones. My intention was never to open up every home to 

someday turn into a business. I want those single-family homes. To be honest, for all of 

you who own multiple properties and multiple rentals, I definitely want to convince you 

to sell to a family and get it out of rentals. Our community is 52% rentals. That is not 

healthy for a community. That is part of the problem in our community. DHL was the 

cause of that. I want to make sure that the people are going to be willing to buy these 

houses, invest in them, and know that they are going to have a neighborhood. Where I 

went wrong, I am still questioning myself, but I think it’s hubris to pretend like you 

never make a mistake and that you went a direction that you didn’t intend. Taylor and 

Chris Schock and Regional Planning did an incredible job in working on this piece of 

legislation. I know they want to absolutely kill me because I was the one started pushing 

it forward. Personally, I would like to take this back, work on it some more, and make it 

an overlay so we can use it wherever we need to in the city. We have so many open 

properties that are already zoned properly. In all due respect, Mr. Walls, I understand 

your situation and it has nothing to do with your situation, but when you start talking 

about what people say to you and their being honest, you called me before you ever 

purchased that property and asked me what I thought of it. The response I gave you, I’m 

not really sure, but whatever you do, make sure that property is zoned properly so you 

can operate that business in it before you buy it. You didn’t do that. You went ahead and 

bought it before you knew you could operate in it.  

 

Chris Walls – That is not true. I talked to Larry Reinsmith. He said there should not be 

any reason that I shouldn’t get a rezone.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – No. You came to me and you said, “What do you think 

about my chances? I said, “Chris, I wouldn’t buy the property right now.” I said, “You 

are going to take this in front of seven people in Planning Commission and you don’t 

know what they are going to think.”  

 

Chris Walls – You said you thought it would be a good move for us.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – No I did not. Then I said you are going to go to council 

with another seven heads that are going to decide. You said, “Listen, we are getting this 

at such a good deal; we’re buying it for $30,000. If we can’t use it for a tattoo shop, 

we’ll sell it and flip it and make money for something else.” 
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Chris Walls – I didn’t say I would flip it. I don’t own the property. My sister does.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – I know.  

 

Chris Walls – Why was I denied zoning? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – It wasn’t because you had a tattoo shop.  

 

Chris Walls – You said parking. You said if I prove parking, I could come back. Mayor 

Riley was right there. He agreed with you.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – And you never came back.  

 

Chris Walls – Because the Gateway could get me in quicker.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – That was your choice; not mine.  

 

Chris Walls – Okay.  

 

Vince Holmes – Professional office zoning is what that whole side of the street is zoned. 

One of the stipulations of professional office zoning is that a certain type business has to 

have normal hours of operation and it specifies Monday through Friday. Mr. Mayor, a 

couple of weeks ago you made a comment and you said something to the effect that if he 

was a barbershop, he would be in there already. Mr. Mayor, do you get your hair cut on 

midnight on Saturday night?  

 

[Arguing about the hours of operation] 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I just ask that council send it back and let us rework the 

legislation.  

 

Councilman Spicer – We have had two more weeks to discuss things. One of the 

comments was to work with this guy. It has never been about this guy. This started long 

before this guy ever bought this house. This is about trying to improve Wilmington. A 

large part of these properties in this zone, while there are some residential, are already 

zones business or professional office. They are already mixed-use properties. The one 

lady commented about how nice it was in 1956. It was. In 1956, I used to get up in the 

morning and run over to Morton’s Grocery Story in a residential district to buy milk for 

breakfast for my mother. If they were out, I would run on over to another grocery store 

to buy milk or on down to Miller’s market. The people on the north side were able to go 

up to Spring Street to Haywood Market. I don’t know how many other neighborhood 

businesses there were. You are absolutely right. It was a beautiful community. That’s 

why I stayed here all my life. That is why I continue to stay here because it is a beautiful 

community. We don’t always agree, but I think we have had time to do our homework. 

There are a lot of emotions involved in this. I am not getting involved in the emotions. I 

am looking out for what I think is good for Wilmington. Is it 100% perfect? No. Every 

ordinance is approximately the same thing. If this ordinance is worded wrong, we’ve 

probably got every ordinance in our books wrong. When we went to Y2K, everyone 

thought the sky was going to fall. Everybody thinks that suddenly every house in town is 

going to have a business in it. That’s not going to be the case. I had a lady call me the 

other night who was concerned and has questions. She lives on North South Street and 

has a house that she wants to put a business in. She is already zoned business, and she 

can do that. But she lives in a historic home and she is worried about us changing it so 

she wouldn’t be able to do her home-based business. What she didn’t know that the area 

she is in is in B1. She doesn’t want a filling station across from her, but too bad. She 

could get a filling station right now. If the gateway goes through, she won’t get the 

filling station. The other thing that won’t happen is someone buying her historic home 

and tearing it down and put a box up. She’ll be able to preserve her historic home and 

she will still have the home-based business in there that she wanted. I’ll bet there is not a 

person here that wouldn’t be thrilled to death to see her open that business and 

participate in it. I don’t think that you are going to have the concerns that you think there 

will be – that every other house is going to turn into a tattoo shop and we have throngs of 

people out there waiting to get in the neighborhood and open a business. For you 
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homeowners that own the homes that are worried about it, put it in your real contract so 

they can’t run a business there. You can still keep it as a home if you want. But it will 

protect your home if you do have a historic home. Nothing says you can’t tear down a 

condemned house. You can, but you have to go through some hurdles. The house on 

Locust Street that is condemned will probably have to come down. What’s nice about it 

is when it goes back up, it is going to have to be built on the same footprint and it is 

going to fit in with the residential neighborhood. It may not be a historic home, but it 

will look like it fits. We have to get the emotions out of it. We have to get the businesses 

out of it. I am not voting for or against anybody. My heart tells me that this is what we 

need to move forward. I think it will help us grow. I don’t think it is going to destroy the 

neighborhoods. If I would see that trend coming that way, I would jump on the 

bandwagon and put a stop to it. I don’t have an ego. I don’t have a problem saying it is 

wrong. I don’t think change is wrong. I think it is wrong when you make a change and it 

doesn’t work but you let it continue on just because you voted to make a change. I have 

broad shoulders. If it doesn’t work, I’ll be the first to stand up and say I was wrong. If it 

does work, would you guys stand up and say we were wrong? I’m voting according to 

my beliefs. It is not rushed. I would prefer the overlay, but there are problems with that. 

This is a letter I got from someone: “Would you have little to no concern for random 

patrons coming and going throughout the evening and early morning, parking in front of 

your property, throwing trash on your lawn and being generally destructive?” I go 

through it every night in a residential neighborhood. I went to bed at ten minutes until 

one last night and at 1:30 the guy working on the truck across the street was banging the 

doors and revving his motor. I put up with this several times a week. I live on a corner 

lot and every day I go and pick up trash in my yard. Not a bit of difference. For me, I’m 

not trying to offend anybody. I believe it is good thing for Wilmington. We have taken 

time to study. I think it is obvious that no one is rubber-stamping it. I have done research 

on the different zones. It is not going to be that bad. It really isn’t.  

 

Sawzin – If the intent is to replace what is torn down with a single-family residence, why 

not just make a simple law that says that on all these properties there can only be a 

house? 

 

Councilman Spicer – I’m not the zoning expert. That’s why I consulted with the zoning 

expert. That is what we pay him for. I trust his judgement.  

 

Taylor Stuckert – The point of the zone is to address the form of the neighborhood. It is 

not about saying to build the exact house that was there before.  

 

Sawzin – I understand, not the exact house.  

 

Taylor Stuckert – You have to build a structure that fits the physical form of the 

neighborhood. That could look many different ways. It goes before Planning 

Commission for review.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – I can’t go along with Councilman Jaehnig because I don’t 

believe we made a mistake. I have heard a lot of information tonight. It’s not a matter of 

information being withheld. It’s a matter of misinformation. I agree with everything that 

Joe said. We worked very hard on this. We have representative government and we want 

to represent. If there are flaws, we can consider amendments to the zoning law. It is 

based on study and a lot of time spent over the last two years studying this stuff. I don’t 

believe it is in the best interest to try to undo the whole thing and go back and start over. 

You’re going to have to trust me. If you don’t, I don’t really know what to say. My vote 

is to put it in place. I invite everyone who has concerns to put them down. If the concern 

is legitimate, we will start an amending process.  

 

Councilman Mead – I agree with the last two speakers. As far as I’m concerned, the vote 

on this was never about any business. Never.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I have learned so much about zoning. I actually wasn’t here for 

the very first reading; I was on maternity leave. I read the minutes and voted in full 

support on the second reading. After all of this happened, I got the CD made and I 

listened to the audio the other day just to make sure I wasn’t missing anything. I 

understand the value of your home and stand by protecting the home value. In my heart 
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of hearts, this is of value to the city. Form-based zoning is an emphasis on what the area 

looks like and it does pull away the emphasis of what the land use is. I know there is 

concern about property rights, but at the same time, I think it almost enhances property 

rights in the sense that you can use for what you do while at the same time protecting my 

property right as your neighbor to have something that meets to form and the heritage of 

the area. I own my vote. I know it is unpopular with some of the attendees today. I stand 

by it and I’m asking for you to trust me. If you have any questions, I will answer them. If 

it is in need of tweaks, I will own it and I will help you get it tweaked to something that 

you are even more comfortable with. One clarification, and this is for Vince Holmes. I 

was not going to make is specific, but I did want you to know that one of your concerns 

was about sound. There is sound protection.  

 

Vince Holmes – No. Right now you can only have a business that works during only 

normal business hours – Monday through Friday. That is very important to me and 

anyone else that is zoned PO that is coming under. My comment to the mayor was if it 

was a barber shop, he would have been in here already. It is not true. A barber is not 

allowed to be open at midnight on Saturday night.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – On your second item on your first presentation, your concern 

was the business hours and also the sound. I’m just letting you know that there was a 

sound ordinance added to it. I wrote that down.  

 

Vince Holmes – I think you mixed up me with someone else.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I don’t even know where to start. I think there is a whole lot 

of confusion about this. It is concerning to me. The thing that it reminds me of is when I 

was a child, we played a game of telephone. Nine times out of ten, what you hear at the 

very end is not what you heard at the beginning. I feel like that is happening. I feel like 

there has been a lot of talk in the community – I have even heard the potential of 

something like a Lion’s Den moving in next to you. That is not what this is about. It is 

just getting out of control. As I was sitting up here listening, it went through my head, do 

we need to pull back? Do we need to meet again? Do we need to educate more? I think 

the ordinance is black and white. In my opinion, it is not to downgrade, it is to protect 

property value. I think it will. I think it will not be as bad as people think. Change is 

hard. I think this is a big change. I think it could be a step in the right direction. I think it 

is progress. The intent of this is to keep the historic look of downtown Wilmington, and 

we want that. There have been a lot of good points here. Joe, that was a great speech. I 

mirror everything he said. The last time I spoke, I mentioned that I was flip-flopping a 

lot. At the end of the day, I feel confident in the G1. I feel confident that it is not going 

to hurt anyone. And if it does, nothing is permanent – ever. We will go back. We will fix 

it. We promise you. If anything starts happening, come right back into this room and let 

us know.  

 

Connie Holmes – You said it can’t be amended.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It can be amended. The only thing that cannot be undone is once 

the map is placed, anything that occurs between the time it is passed and an amendment 

passes will be grandfathered in. Just like anything that is currently in place that does not 

conform with G1, moving forward would be grandfathered in.  

 

Councilman McKay – I think it is fairly obvious how council is going to vote on this. I 

still need to reiterate how I feel about it. I think we all believe in the intent of the 

ordinance. I’m reading from the minutes of what I said last night. I don’t think we 

understood completely what the repercussions of the ordinance may be. Unfortunately 

we are finding for these 379 parcels, this really could have a far-reaching and unintended 

result. These results might not at all be what we expect. I like the concept of 

neighborhood business. For that reason, even though it sounds like we’ve done all the 

talking about this, I don’t think we’ve really talked about the ramifications as fully as we 

should. I believe we should take it back and quickly look at it again. There were nine 

people that I counted that spoke tonight. Four spoke for it. Five spoke against it. The 

four spoke for it were all tattoo parlor related. Those who spoke against it were, for the 

most part, had the bigger concept of what the whole picture is about. We are losing, if 

we pass this tonight, some degree of safety for their property.  
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of Wilmington, 

Ohio (G1 Gateway District). 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, no; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, no. 

Motion passed. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, no; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, no.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5218 passed as read. 

 

President Peterson presented notice of a public hearing on the rezoning petition of John 

and Michelle Adkins regarding Lot 173 of the Lakewood Subdivision located at 15 

Regal Drive from R1 to R3(a). The public hearing will be Thursday, May 21, 2015, in 

council chambers.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay asked for a paving update.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Denny just finished the specs and sent them to the office 

for review. We will be moving forward soon.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation for updating of the 

Codified Ordinances of Wilmington, Ohio. This includes accepting changes in state 

ordinances that affect the Wilmington Ordinances.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Approving the Editing and Inclusion of Certain Ordinances as Parts of 

the Various Component Codes of the Codified Ordinances of Wilmington, Ohio; and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5219 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig presented legislation accepting the Wilmington Comprehensive 

Plan. I would like to point out something that Mr. Walls had pointed out in the earlier 

discussion. At a Planning Commission meeting, once a certain topic was over, all the 

audience members left. The interesting thing is the real excitement for the evening is 

really this comprehensive plan. The G1 is important, but this is really a work of beauty. 

Taylor did a wonderful job on it. This is a plan to point the city in a direction so we have 
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a guideline and timetable for the future of Wilmington. We have not had a 

comprehensive plan since the 1970s. They usually get updated every 5 years. It’s 

unfortunate that so many people left because this is important information.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Adopting the Wilmington Comprehensive Plan. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented legislation authorizing to submit a 

safety intervention grant for a cot and a stair chair. One of the most common injuries for 

a firefighter/EMT is a back injury. This lets them move up and down the stairs with the 

cot so they don’t actually have to lift them.  

 

President Peterson asked about the emergency clause on the legislation.  

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Submit an Application for a Safety Intervention 

Grant of Up to $40,000.00 for a Cot and Stair Chair from the Ohio Bureau of Workers 

Compensation and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

 

Clerk Brenda Woods clarified that the legislation was supposed to be done in three 

separate readings but passed as an emergency. That way it would be done by the end of 

May, with the grant due in June.  

 

Spicer withdrew his motion to suspend the rules and regulations.  

 

Spicer requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation requesting miscellaneous 

transfers: From Law Director Supplies – Grant to Training – Grant, $382.69; From 

Municipal Court Judge Salary to Municipal Court Acting Judge Salary, $18,000.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5220 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: Sewer 

Fund to Capital Equipment, $168,000.00, to replace a concrete truck; Sewer fund to 

Laboratory Equipment, $5,500.00. These are to replace a concrete truck, buy a lateral 

push camera, a mini-excavator, phosphorus monitoring equipment, and a water 

distillation system.  
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Councilwoman Milburn explained that the department is transitioning to a distilling 

process so there is no organic material left in it.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – The department’s current balance is at around $2 million 

dollars.    

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes ; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5221 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I went through the cemetery tonight. Larry, you are doing a 

tremendous job. The cemetery already looks five hundred percent better. Most of the 

trees are cleaned up and it looks a lot better.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Wine Walk sold out in a 

matter of days. The Kersey event at the Murphy this week was great. There is a Frank 

Sinatra tribute by Eddie Gentile this weekend. There is a lot going on in the downtown.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert – Good news as usual from Parks 

and Recreation. I have legislation for two grants for funding for the splash park.  

 

Lori Williams – It is called the David R. Williams Memorial Park Completion Project. It 

will include both a splash park and a skate park. We will be repurposing one of the 

baseball fields in the back that we don’t use very often. We have an opportunity to 

submit a grant that is due May 1. It would be for a significant amount toward this 

project. The project, as it is scoped right now, will be for $330,000. We will be able to 

match it for more than 30%. We have done a lot of work. The Commissioners made a 

commitment to the project, HealthFirst and others.  

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only 

on a resolution for Authorization and Support for the Submittal of an Application for the 

Land and Water Conservation Fund FY 2015 Grant Program and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2410 passed as read. 
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A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

a resolution for Authorization and Support for the Submittal of an Application for the 

NatureWorks Grant Program and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2411 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay praised Lori Williams for being so creative in her funding for the 

park.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith – Lori Williams gets a lot done. I will say, 

Lori, you’re worth every penny that you get paid.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Amen.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, there was no report.  

 

Reports 

No reports were presented.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Seeing no one wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL Thursday, May 7, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, May 7, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, absent; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Spicer to excuse the absent member 

(Stuckert). 

Motion passed.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, April 16, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson announced the Notice of Public Hearing on the rezoning petition of 

For the Love of Ink regarding a certain tract or parcel of land located at 260 W. Locust 

Street in the City of Wilmington from PO Professional Office to B1(a) Neighborhood 

Business. The hearing will be on Thursday, June 18, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. in Council 

Chambers.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley – Today is the National Day of Prayer. I just want to remind 

everyone that you haven’t done all you can do until you’ve said a prayer for whatever it 

is your doing. 

 

Representatives from the VFW presented an American flag and a POW/MIA flag to the 

City of Wilmington for use at Sugar Grove Cemetery. Mayor Riley assured them the 

City would get the hardware needed and the flag will be flying by Memorial Day.  

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation announcing May to be Lupus Awareness Month.  

 

WHEREAS, lupus is a chronic autoimmune disease in which the immune 

system is unbalanced, causing inflammation and tissue damage to 

virtually every organ system in the body, including the skin, lungs, heart, 

kidneys, and brain; and   

 

WHEREAS, estimates indicate that more than 1.5 million Americans have 

lupus. More than 16,000 new cases of lupus are reported annually across 

the country; and  

 

WHEREAS, many physicians worldwide are unaware of symptoms and 

health effects of lupus, causing people with lupus to suffer for many years 

before they obtain a correct diagnosis and medical treatment; and  

 

WHEREAS, there is a deep, unmet need worldwide to educate and support 

individuals and families affected by lupus, and there is an urgent need to 

increase awareness in communities worldwide of the debilitating impact 

of lupus; and 
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WHEREAS, in order to increase awareness, May 10, 2015, has been 

designated World Lupus Day.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RANDY RILEY, Mayor of the City of Wilmington, 

Ohio, hereby designate the entire month of May 2015 to be LUPUS 

AWARENESS MONTH throughout the City of Wilmington, and ask that 

all citizens show their support to our fellow citizens who suffer from this 

devastating disease. 

 

 

Mayor Riley – The City of Wilmington has received recognition for safety from the 

Highland Fayette Clinton (HFC) Safety Council. This is sponsored by the Chamber of 

Commerce. We have decreased our incidence claims by more than 25% this year. It 

helps reduce our costs at the city. I would like to express my appreciation to all of the 

employees of the City of Wilmington and especially to Danny Mongold who keeps track 

of all of this and really takes safety in the workplace very seriously. This award will be 

hanging in the City building.  

 

Mayor Riley – The Wilmington City Schools will offer their summer free lunch 

program. This is from June 1 through August 14, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and is for 

anyone who is 18 years and under. You do not have to be enrolled as a Wilmington City 

School student. You don’t have to currently participate in reduced or free lunches. Lunch 

has to be consumed on site. Adults can participate for the cost of $3 per meal. My hat is 

off to the school board and the school administration. If you have questions, call 

Wilmington City Schools.  

 

Paul Hunter – They averaged 60 meals a day last summer.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay – We have an ordinance that has to do with 

$2.5 million dollars of refinancing water-related notes.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – We have a water bond issue that is currently 

outstanding. It is a 2005 issue that we can refund this year. There are five years left on 

the existing bond issue. The interest rate on that issue ranges 3.75 to 4.0 or 4.25.  

 

Scott Stubbins, Bond Underwriter  – The average is 4.15. 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – So we can go out on the market and refund those bonds 

at a lot lower interest rate in today’s environment.  

 

Councilman McKay – This has been discussed in water committee, but we need to move 

forward tonight on the ordinance.  

 

Scott Stubbins – We have the 2005 water bonds. Just like you would do a home 

refinancing, on June 15 you have the opportunity to refund these bonds – essentially take 

them out. Right now, they have a 4.15 rate. Current market rates are much lower, and 

you have the opportunity to refinance them and get a new lower rate and make interest 

savings going forward. The unique aspect of this transaction is it was a water bond 

initially. What we are looking to do, though, is transition it to a general obligation note. 

This is for a couple of reasons, one being that the original indenture in which the water 

bond was issued was written back in the late 1980s and is a little outdated. It has some 

provisions in it that are a little stringent for what the City would like to do. By moving it 

to general obligation, it gives the city more flexibility. Additionally, the thought was that 

we move it to a note, because in addition to the 2005 bonds, there are some 2007 bonds 

that are outstanding that are also water bonds that come due for their call option in 2017. 

So, the idea being that we take these bonds out with a note and then we roll that note 

once next year and then roll it again and we will hit 2017 when the other bonds come 

due. At that point, you will have the opportunity to combine them together and do a 
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larger issue and completely rewrite the water indenture or keep it as a general obligation. 

In general, you are going to save a lot of money over that period of time because you 

will be borrowing at the one-year rate instead of borrowing at a five-year rate. So, 

essentially, instead of getting a five-year mortgage, you going are to end up getting a 

one-year, adjustable rate every year until you get to 2017. It offers great flexibility. 

Interest rates are incredibly low, potentially on the short end right now, so we are 

anticipating the rate being very good. We are hoping to save on these 2005 bonds about 

$200,000 over the life of the issue, so it is a pretty significant amount.  

 

Councilman McKay asked for other discussion.  

 

President Peterson – Since this is a short-term obligation, how much flexibility or how 

nimble can we be if we need to lock in a lower rate if rates begin to go up.  

 

Scott Stubbins – You can refinance these notes 30 days ahead of time when it comes 

time for them to mature. Essentially, you would have the opportunity again in June of 

next year. So, in between that period of time, you will not be able to redo it again. You 

have to wait a year. The benefit of locking in the low rate today is that interest rates can 

move up 70 basis points or 0.7 percent over this next year and you would be indifferent. 

Essentially, you would have to have a pretty big move in order for it not to make sense. I 

think the general intention is with the interest savings, you can also pay off the interest a 

little bit faster, which only makes it more economical.  

 

Paul Hunter – For general obligation means we are not going to use the water revenue to 

support it, but we will use tax revenue to pay it? I don’t understand what general 

obligation means.  

 

Scott Stubbins – General obligation is talking about the pledge on the issue. Essentially, 

you will be pledging the full faith and credit of the City, but the intention is to use the 

water revenues that are currently paying the bonds to make the payment. So, the 

payment coming from the water doesn’t change, it’s just the pledge. In this case, it is 

what we call a self-supporting general obligation.  

 

Paul Hunter – So, we don’t have to meet the water revenue standards…the 

1.1…anymore? 

 

Scott Stubbins – You would still need to do it on the ’07 issue.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale of Notes in the Maximum Aggregate 

Principal Amount of $2,500,000, in Anticipation of the Issuance of Bonds, for the 

Purpose of Refunding at a Lower Rate of Interest a Portion of the Outstanding First 

Mortgage Waterworks System Refunding Revenue Bonds, 2005 Series, of the City, 

Heretofore Issued to Pay Part of the Costs of Refunding the City’s Then Outstanding 

First Mortgage Waterworks System Revenue Bonds, Dated July 1, 1996, and Paying 

Related Lawful Costs; Authorizing a Purchase Agreement and a Registrar Agreement; 

Authorizing the Call for Optional Redemption of the Bonds to be Refunded, and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5222 passed as read. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation authorizing the Service 

Director to advertise for bids for the paving of streets in the City of Wilmington. All 
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councilmembers have a list at their place. Denny, are we anticipating using the total 

amount of money that we have set aside.  

 

Denny Gherman – If anything comes in under that bid, the rest of the money we would 

like to use to do some crack sealing on the streets that were done four or five years ago.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Are the bids coming in under? The legislation authorizes 

entering into a contract and I would not want to do that unless we knew the money was 

in place.  

 

Mayor Riley – The city would be entering into contract after the bid opening and that 

would be after Board of Control reviewed the bids and made sure everything was in 

order and prices were all right.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – This means we will do all eighteen? 

 

Denny Gherman – If it comes in low enough.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – So if it is more than the $500,000 we have allotted, then the 

Board of Control would not approve it. Correct? 

 

Mayor Riley – We would have limits.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Authorizing the Director of Public Services to Advertise for Bids and Enter 

into a Contract for the Repaving of Several Streets in the City of Wilmington and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2412 passed as read. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig – We will be setting a Solid Waste 

meeting in the very near future. We have a proposal that has been diligently put together 

by the Director of the Landfill on a proposed move forward that will allow us to move 

forward without selling the landfill, without leasing out the landfill, and maintaining it 

on our own and extending the life and do it within the funds that are being generated. 

We will be discussing that.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced the second reading on legislation 

adopting the Wilmington Comprehensive Plan. It has been since the mid-70s that we 

have done this. Taylor Stuckert did a fantastic job on putting this together. This will be a 

guide on moving forward.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the seconded reading 

only on a resolution Adopting the Wilmington Comprehensive Plan. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 



 5 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced the second reading authorizing the 

mayor to submit an application for a Safety Intervention Grant for a cot and stair chair to 

help the EMS personnel.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Mead to give the second reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Submit an Application for a Safety Intervention 

Grant of up to $40,000.00 for a Cot and Stair Chair from the Ohio Bureau of Workers 

Compensation and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous 

transfers: From Program Expense to Benefit Insurance, $5,402.70, for an employee’s 

insurance coverage.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5223 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: From 

General Fund to Indigent Burial - $750.00; From Waste Fund to Transfer to Bond 

Retirement - $2,100.00; From Water Fund to Contractual Services - $20,000.00; From 

General Fund to Auditor Capital Equipment - $2,591.00.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth explained that the auditor capital equipment was for a 

copier and it included a service agreement.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5224 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller said the final two items had to do with bonds and notes. These are 

renewals for Davids/Lowes and the Landfill. Davids Drive needs renewed for $237,000. 

We are making the final payment for Lowes Drive, so we own it. With the landfill, we 

owed $700,000. We’re paying it down $300,000. With this renewal we are hoping at 

getting a little less than 0.5 percent.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I think we are using a rate of 0.4%.  
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale of Notes in the Aggregate Principal 

Amount of $400,000, in Anticipation of the Issuance of Bonds, for the Purpose of 

Discharging at Maturity, Together with Other Lawfully Available Funds, Notes 

Heretofore Issued to Pay Part of the Cost of Constructing Additional Vertical Expansion 

to the City’s Landfill Facility, and Paying Related Lawful Costs, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Paul Hunter asked where the $300,000 was coming from to pay down the landfill. 

Councilwoman Miller answered it was coming from the landfill. Auditor David 

Hollingsworth added that it would leave the city with about $300,000 left in the landfill 

fund. Councilwoman Miller said that the mayor had a discussion with Braden who says 

he is confident with his operations that he can pay down $300,000 and still operate 

effectively.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale of Notes in the Aggregate Principal 

Amount of $237,000, in Anticipation of the Issuance of Bonds, for the Purpose of 

Discharging at Maturity, Together with Other Lawfully Available Funds, Notes 

Heretofore Issued to Pay Part of the Cost of Constructing Improvements to Davids 

Drive, and Paying Related Lawful Costs, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead – One of the past board members of the 

cemetery passed through the cemetery and made a comment that it looked very nice and 

is moving along well.  

 

Mayor Riley – I would ask that you have a Cemetery Committee meeting so we can 

keep council updated on what is happening at Sugar Grove. It is all administrative stuff, 

but I want to keep council involved.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Wine Walk is coming 

up and is completely sold out. Becca Muchmore has taken over the reins of Main Street. 

We can look forward to the Third Friday events coming up soon.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – In the absence of Convener Stuckert, Councilwoman 

Milburn  had no report.  

 

Service Director – In the absence of Service Director Reinsmith, there was no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Income Tax Report – 

April 2015; Auditor-Treasurer Report – march 2015; and Hotel Lodging Tax Report – 1
st
 

Quarter 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   
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Mark Rembert – Today I am here on behalf of Energize Clinton County. EEC was 

founded in 2008. Since then, as an organization, we have been very involved in 

grassroots economic development. Most of our work is funded by philanthropy. This 

past year, we came across a grant program sponsored by Frontier, Dish Network, 

CoBank and the Weather Channel. The grant program is called America’s Best 

Communities. Frontier and Dish are saying that America’s Best Communities are rural 

communities, which we agree with wholeheartedly. The program is structured so a 

nonprofit organization representing each community is allowed to submit one 

application in the competition. Last fall, we went to the mayor and asked for a letter of 

support. There was a long wait. There were close to 300 communities across the country 

that submitted an application -- one per community. These are the best nonprofits from 

each of these communities across the country. The way the program works, they 

announced 50 communities across the country that will move to the quarterfinals. 

Wilmington was selected as one of those communities. We are very excited to share this 

with the city. It is recognition of the work of the entire community. One of the great 

things is we received a $50,000 grant as quarterfinalists that we will be using to develop 

a community project. We have between now and November to do the planning for that 

project. After we submit, we may be selected for a semifinalist round in which we would 

receive $100,000 to implement the project. Then, of those that get to implement their 

projects, they will select three grand prize winners. One will receive $3,000,000, one 

will receive $2,000,000, and one will receive $1,000,000. It is an extremely exciting 

opportunity for the community and for Energize Clinton County. We are excited to be 

here to share it.  

 

Mark Rembert – The grant prioritized projects that focused on economic development 

and supporting small businesses. Something that has been inspiring to us in thinking 

about the future of our community is looking back at the past of our community and 

recognizing that so much of our community’s economic foundation was laid by 

manufacturing. So, companies like Champion Bridge Company, which is the oldest 

continually running business in Clinton County, Irwin Auger Bit, Farquhar Furnace, 

Ferno, Alkermes. Throughout history, manufacturers have been very important. Moving 

forward, many people, especially young people, don’t get access to the kind of training 

to go into those fields. We see that as an important need and a great opportunity to get 

the community involved in dreaming up new ideas and turning those into new 

businesses. The project that we are working on developing is to create a Maker’s space, 

which is kind of like a gym for tools. It will be a community center that will have 

equipment available for metalworking, woodworking, 3-D printing, and electronics, that 

someone could come in with an idea with varying levels of expertise and have the 

supports and tools they need to turn their idea into reality. It is a trend that is taking off 

across the country. It’s not totally new, but the success is demonstrated. That is one of 

the reasons we think it is a great project. We think it will really serve the community in a 

lot of unique ways. We are very excited to have some funding to go through the planning 

process to put a project together that we can submit to the next round.  

 

[Group photo taken with promotional banner] 

 

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph Street – What’s the down side? Back in my working years, 

the 700-plane Air Force air refueling tanker fleet was running out of replacement parts 

for the very expensive and dangerous liquid oxygen system. Stepping outside of my 

regular duties, I took on the modification of this system as a personal project. Some may 

call it being a busybody. The solution was fairly straightforward. Replace the system 

with a simple, safer, less-expensive, off-the-shelf system. As you can imagine, there was 

considerable pushback from Air Command Headquarters in Omaha, Systems Command 

in Oklahoma City and various operating units throughout the country. Long story short – 

all resistance was dimmed when no one could offer a viable, workable alternative. There 

was no downside to the proposal. Therefore, they implemented the change and in the 

process it saved a quarter of a billion dollars in logistical costs. There is a local 

connection to this story. Jason Besser, a young airman at the time in Texas, his first job 

as a technician was to install the modifications. In 2005, Wilmington did not have a 

recycling program, curbside or otherwise. After convincing a skeptical administration 

that there was no downside and with the help with then-Councilmember Peterson, the 
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current program was established, resulting in tons of material being diverted from the 

landfill to be repurposed, thus saving finite resources and space. Three other initiatives 

stand out. Convincing the county and the City that electric aggregation was a win-win 

proposition with no downside. It saved the residents and government millions of dollars 

and continuing so far. Later, gas aggregation, is still a positive project. The cardboard 

recycling project is ongoing because there is no downside in moving on that program. 

There was no downside in investing a few thousand dollars to finally repair our leaky 

water pipes. The result of doing so will save millions over the next decade. The summer 

feeding program, after finally convincing them there is no downside, they went ahead 

with it. My current preoccupation is with gaining a voice in the ongoing street repair and 

financing debate. We voters are the only ones that approve new revenue. Council cannot 

do it and should not deny me or me being the public the right to make a decision about 

financing. Is there a downside to a dedicated ballot initiative to grant the right to choose? 

I don’t see one. I’m not sure how I would vote myself on the issue, but that is not the 

point. If the voters pass a levy, we can start fixing our streets sooner. If they vote no, we 

are back where we are right now as we find ourselves currently, hoping for a budget 

surplus of more than a million dollars in two years to match state’s funding for Truesdell 

and South Street as well as potential repair to Davids Drive and Airborne Road, probably 

another million dollars in those two. Where is the downside? I don’t see one. I would ask 

council if they would offer me a downside to giving me the right…granting me what 

only I can do as a citizen…vote up or down on this issue. Mark is on board more or less. 

Are you not? 

 

Councilman McKay – I am.  

 

Paul Hunter – Do you see a downside? 

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I wouldn’t support an increase myself.  

 

Paul Hunter – You can vote against it and you can tell you neighbors to vote against it. 

All I am asking for is the option, which is only fair.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – You make a really good argument. I don’t support the tax 

increase, but your argument is valid. 

 

Paul Hunter – So you don’t see the downside? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Not as of yet. On the spot, I don’t have one.  

 

Councilman Mead – Just whatever cost there is in presenting the levy and getting it on 

the ballot.  

 

Paul Hunter – It is practically cost-free. We’ll piggyback on the general election. It’s just 

a few dollars. Another minor detail, if we do the wording right in the fall levy, we can 

use this tax year and start collecting next year. I’ve talked to people about leveraging the 

$500,000 revenue from the 2-mil tax levy to bond out so that we can fix our streets and 

bring them up to standards now rather than doing piecemeal. It saves money because of 

economy of scale. We can then use that money to get on a regular basis for repair and 

maintenance. The Air Force gave me a cash award for that oxygen fix. I just gave you 

my quasi-consultancy free.   

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Mayor Riley announced that Police Chief Duane Weyand has agreed to participate in the 

the next Dancing with the Clinton County Stars.  

 

Chief Weyand – It started at Holidazzle when the mayor said that the Chief of Police 

would make a great contestant. It didn’t take long for them to grab me and give me an 

invite, so I will be doing Dancing with the Stars this year. I’m already fundraising. 

 

[Banter and discussion of Murphy Theatre upcoming events] 
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Councilman Mead – Most of you probably have seen the article in the paper about the Y. 

There is some inference in there that they thought the City should be involved in some 

manner in supporting or continuing the Y. Has the City had any involvement or does it 

intend to have any or is this something we should not be involved in? 

 

Mayor Riley – From the City side, we have been asked to support their initiatives. We 

have not been asked for any funding, other than we would we write letters and get 

behind and support grants. I think the Y is important to the economic development of the 

community. When businesses come to a community looking to possibly establish a 

business, they look for things like hospitals, schools, libraries, YMCA’s, and fitness 

centers. I think we need to have a YMCA or a YMCA-like facility that someone can go 

to. I lobbied in favor of the proposal to place a new YMCA behind the high school when 

that proposal was brought before the Commissioners last year. I thought it was a great 

location.  

 

Councilman Mead – We had a meeting at the Cancer Center this morning, could you 

speak to about that?  

 

Mayor Riley – Today we found out that Boyd Cancer Center it is not only going to be a 

regional cancer center, it is going to be affiliated with one of the finest cancer centers in 

the nation, the James Cancer Center in Columbus.  

 

Councilman McKay – There will be a barebones production of Romeo and Juliet  at the 

Murphy on the 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 of May.  

 

Stephen Sawzin – 43 Fulton Street. I’ve heard a lot of comment today about how much 

the city is going to save by refinancing. I don’t think you will save a dime. I think you 

will spend the money you save there somewhere else. My suggestion is take the 

$200,000 and take the payment you didn’t have to make and put it in the bank and save 

it for the gentleman’s road repair so we don’t have to have a tax increase. Take the 

money you think you are going to save and put it in the bank for a rainy day fund.  

 

Stephen Sawzin – In reading more about the G1 zoning ordinance, the preamble says 

that we are going to encourage historic preservation and ownership of residences. I 

would like to know what is broken in our current ordinances that prevents those 

residences from being preserved. When you drive into other cities, you see beautiful 

well-kept houses, like in Wellington. If that’s what you want to do, give the citizens a 

tax break on their real estate taxes when they repair and maintain those residences. The 

writing of this law does not say that. The very first thing you state is you can use it for 

other things other than a residence, such as business services. For 30 years, I have 

interpreted laws, zoning ordinances, city ordinances so engineers can develop, build and 

design safe products. I have to know the law as I read. I have to write that interpretation 

so our engineers can follow that law. If the purpose of this law is to do what the 

preamble says, the body of the law does not do that. This really is a very bad law and it 

needs to be gotten rid of.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL May 21, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, May 21, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, absent; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Miller to excuse the absent member 

(Stuckert). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, May 7, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay gave notice of a Public Hearing on the Rezoning Petition of 

LT Land Development regarding a certain tract or parcel of land located on Rombach 

Avenue described as Lots 108, Section 1 of the Williams Farm Subdivision in the City 

of Wilmington, Ohio from I2 Industrial to B3, Roadside Business. The public hearing 

will be held on Thursday, July 2, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay gave notice of a Public Hearing on the Rezoning Petition of 

Stephanie Butler regarding a certain tract or parcel of land located on 691 Piedmont 

Street in the City of Wilmington, Ohio, from R-1 Single Family to B1(a), Neighborhood 

Business. The public hearing will be held on Thursday, July 2, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay announced that the rezoning petitions are on file at the 

Mayor’s office.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay – Councilman Stuckert will not be able to attend meetings for 

a while, so the committee chairs have requested that the committee assignments be 

revised. I will be serving on the Parks Committee and Councilman Spicer will be added 

to Judiciary.  

 

Mayor Riley – These appointments have been made by President of Council Cindy 

Peterson.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to approve the revised 

committee assignments for 2015 as presented.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Revised committee assignments approved.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the Public Hearing for a rezoning request from John 

and Michelle Adkins to rezone Lot 173 of the Lakewood Subdivision located at 15 

Regal Drive from R-1, Single Family Residential, to R3(a) Multi-Family Residential. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – John and Michelle are in audience and can answer questions. The 

rezoning has the approval of the Planning Commission. This is a duplex that was a 
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single-family home when it was originally built. A previous owner expanded upon the 

home and made it a duplex. It has been a duplex for over 20 years. It has changed hands 

multiple times but no one noticed that it was not zoned appropriately. John and Michelle 

found out about the zoning during a refinancing process. Many of the surrounding 

properties are multi-family residence. It is not a spot zoning. The property has been a 

multi-family residence for 20 years. The public hearing is to give area residents an 

opportunity to make comments or ask questions.  

 

Steve Sawzin asked what is meant by spot zoning.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It is when you take a property and change the zoning but there is 

no other like zoning next to it. For example, it would be zoning a property R3 in the 

middle of an R1 neighborhood. The city generally prefers not to do it. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Is there a reason this is three readings and an emergency? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – They cannot continue with the equity loan until this is completed.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Are the neighbors okay with this? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig verified with Clerk Brenda Woods that the neighbors were 

individually notified by certified mail and there were no responses. 

 

Councilman Mead – I have a multi-family property in a single-family area, so I have 

your sympathy.  

 

Seeing no further comments, President Pro Tem McKay closed the Public Hearing.  

  

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5225 passed as read. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley presented a proclamation recognizing Police Month. He stated his 

appreciation for the force and for the work done by Chief of Police Duane Weyand.  

 

Chief Weyand presented a history of the two officers, Officer Van Doren and Officer 

McCreight, who have been killed in the line of duty at the City of Wilmington.  

 

WHEREAS, Since the day this city was founded, law enforcement officers 

have played an important role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms 

which are guaranteed us by our Constitution and the ordinances of this 

city; and  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wilmington has lost two officers in the line of duty 

in the past 200 years, Officer John Van Doren and Officer Emery 

McCreight; and  

 

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper that we express our gratitude for the 

dedicated service and courageous deeds of law enforcement officers and 

for the contributions they have made to the security and well-being of all 

our citizens; and  
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WHEREAS, It is important that our citizens know and understand the 

problems, duties, and responsibilities of our police officers and the 

necessity of working with them and cooperating with them in maintaining 

law and order; and  

 

WHEREAS, For nearly 50 years, May 15 of each year has been 

recognized as Peace Officers Memorial Day and the calendar week during 

which May 15 occurs as Police Week  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RANDY RILEY, Mayor of the City of Wilmington 

do pay honor to Peace Officers Memorial Day on May 15 and hereby 

designate the week of May 10 through May 16, 2015 as CITY OF 

WILMINGTON POLICE WEEK and further recognize the service given 

by the men and women who, night and day, protect us through 

enforcement of our laws, and in honor of those brave men and women who 

have been injured or have given their lives in the performance of their 

duties. 

 

Mayor Riley – Memorial Day weekend is coming up. Many of you will be traveling to 

Sugar Grove Cemetery to visit friends and family you have lost. I ask you to look at that 

cemetery and let me know what you think. I think it looks better than it has in many, 

many years. Thank you, Larry Reinsmith, for the work you have done. He started an 

adopt-a-stump program with all of the city departments to get them out of there. The 

people we are contracting with for mowing and trimming are also doing a great job. 

They have also made improvements to the main gate. 

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth – I want to update council on the upcoming 

short-term notes that we are going issue to refund the 2005 bonds that were outstanding. 

We had a teleconference with Moody’s Investment Services to update them on the 

financial status of the city so they can update our rating and give us a rating on the notes. 

The meeting went well. I think we were able to convince Moody’s to maintain our A1 

overall credit rating for the city. There are three ratings on short-term obligations like we 

are about to issue. There is a Moody Investment Grade (MIG) and it can be MIG1 (best), 

MIG2 or MIG3 (worst). We were able to get a MIG1 rating on these notes. They are 

supposed to sell on the market next Tuesday. The official statement for a bond issue is 

very thick. The disclosure for the notes is three pages. So, the time involved with notes 

in terms of outside counsel and the bond underwriter is a lot more limited than when we 

issue bonds. The other purpose of the meeting is to try to get ready in anticipation of 

having to go out in the market and potentially issue bonds in a couple of years when the 

2007 bonds come due in rolling these notes. We want to let Moody’s know that the city 

is doing well post-DHL. The mayor did an excellent job updating them on new 

employment and development in the city. I was pleased with the ratings. By next week 

we should know what interest rate we will have to pay.  

 

Paul Hunter – Did the carryover come into play in the ratings? 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – It does. They are working from historical information. 

Our most recent audited financial statements were 2013. We updated them on what we 

are doing currently and explained that council had decided to take the General Fund 

down to pave some streets. We wanted to explain to them that the infrastructure was in 

dire need of being updated and we felt comfortable with the increase in the income tax 

revenues and felt comfortable taking some of our reserve and using it to update the 

streets. They seemed to accept that and it didn’t affect our rating.  

 

Councilman Mead – At one point last year, Wilmington bought its own debt. Is this one 

of those things or will it go outside? 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – This will probably go outside.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay expressed his appreciation to the Auditor and Administration 

for the work they do with the investment firms.  
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Auditor David Hollingsworth – When you speak to Moody’s, you are speaking to 

someone out of New York or Chicago. Most of them specialize in a certain area of the 

country that they are rating. Sometimes they know more about Wilmington than we do.  

 

Mayor Riley – When I was a County Commissioner in 2006, we were required to fly to 

Chicago for a face-to-face. The county had almost no carryover at that time. The woman 

from Moody’s said we needed to have some buffer. Recently, I explained to Mr. Lazarus 

from Moody’s that in council we discussed a 25% minimum carryover as a target. I 

explained that we consciously were taking it down to pave some of our streets. They 

thought that was great. Even if we keep 10-15%, we are okay, as long as we are 

consciously watching our funds and not letting it get completely away from us. They 

were impressed with the significance we place on the carryover.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay - We are considering a meeting on Thursday to 

discuss the leak situations that have been corrected. We also will start a discussion about 

the overall effect those things will have on our water funds.  

 

Mayor Riley – Last year, when we reviewed the RCAP report, we committed as a 

council to reviewing it this year as well. It needs to be on the agenda as well.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented legislation on a resolution accepting 

a grant from the Ohio Development Services Agency (629) Fund for the Airborne 

Connector project.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting a Grant Award of $514,000 from the Ohio Development Services 

Agency Roadwork Redevelopment (629) Fund for the Airborne Connector Project, and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2413 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay - We will also be discussing having a Streets Meeting on Thursday.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig – We are in the process of scheduling a 

Solid Waste Committee meeting to review the proposed business plan that Braden 

Dunham has put together.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented the third reading on legislation 

adopting the Wilmington Comprehensive Plan. The city has not had a Comprehensive 

Plan since the 1970s. It is a document that gives direction for the city on how it wants to 

move forward, especially in terms of development. The plan was put together by Taylor 

Stuckert. It is a very important piece of legislation and I am very excited about it.  

 

Councilman Mead – It is misleading to say that we have not had a comprehensive plan 

since 1978. We have had a plan but it has not been updated.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – You are correct. It has not been updated since the 1970s. 

Considering the age and the number of things that have changed, it was a pretty good 
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plan. But traditionally, a Comprehensive Plan is supposed to be updated every five years 

and completely rewritten every ten years and visited every year.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Is this something we can direct to be done more often so it 

doesn’t wait so long? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I think when it is not actively being used, it is forgotten. I think 

the most important thing we need to do is actively use it. Once the legislation is passed, 

it will be bound and available for anyone who wants it.  

 

Mayor Riley – There is also a commitment from Taylor at the Clinton County Regional 

Planning Commission to review it on a much more regular basis.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Adopting the Wilmington Comprehensive Plan. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2414 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Since we just completed a campaign season, I have said this 

multiple times in the past, I think it bears talking about again. Council and the 

government, while it can help pursue businesses to move to the community and that is 

part of our economic development responsibilities, we do not have the responsibility or 

the right to tell a business they do not have the right to move to our community if they 

are meeting all of our guidelines, they own their piece of property, and they are not 

asking for any special restrictions. The business market will dictate whether they move 

forward or not. The first priority is bringing in large employers. After those are in place, 

then the commercial development will fall into place. While Wilmington is a wonderful 

community, the size does not dictate establishing some restaurants that people would 

like to see here. There are things coming soon that we are excited about.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation authorizing the extension of terms of a 

UDAG loan to the DWCIC. The DWCIC took out a UDAG loan seven years ago for 

property in the Sugartree Corridor. The building currently houses Quali-Tee. They have 

asked us to extend the loan for seven years. The way the city has done this in the past, 

when the DWCIC develops a piece of property and then sells it, they pay the loan in full. 

Then they move into the next piece of development. They are asking us to renew their 

UDAG loan for another seven years with the same terms.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – With another option to renew another seven years? So that 

would be a 21-year loan? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Yes.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Can they go even longer than that? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – That is up to council.  

 

Paul Hunter inquired the amount outstanding on the Quaker Apartments UDAG loan. 

Brenda Woods answered that it was a little over $200,000.  

 

[Brief discussion of Quaker Apartments UDAG] 

 

Councilwoman Miller – On the Quali-Tee property, the original loan was $75,000 and a 

year later they came back and asked for $25,000, so this renewal is for $100,000. Does 

that mean in seven years they’ve made no progress toward the principal amount owed? 
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Councilman Jaehnig – There are no payments set up on this. They pay it off in full once 

they develop and sell the property. The only reason they came back for the increase was 

once they started doing work on it, it turned out that they had to replace the HVAC on 

the building.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – We are renewing again on a property that hasn’t made any 

principal payments in seven years.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It was set up intentionally that way. The way the city had done it 

in the past, when they picked up a piece of property they paid it in full once the piece of 

property was sold.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – So, in our legislation it says we don’t expect payment until the 

property is sold? 

 

Councilman McKay – The DWCIC is a unique borrower. As Councilman Jaehnig 

explained, these properties are purchased for future economic development. The 

DWCIC does not have the income to reduce the amount of the loans. Once again, it is 

hoped that when the properties sell, it will be sold for enough to recoup the monies and 

then go back into the revolving loan fund.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – The plan at the time that started was to pick up as much as 

possible of those two blocks where redevelopment is planned. That is one reason the 

UDAG loan for the Escape was approved as part of that entertainment district 

redevelopment. That is why the funds are being sunk into Xidas Place. The majority of 

the northern block is now owned by DWCIC.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – In theory, even though it is an arm of Wilmington, we are a 

landlord for Quali-Tee. I want to understand it if I’m going to vote on it. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – There is a separate DWCIC board. The rent for Quali-Tee is used 

to upkeep the building, pay the utilities.  

 

Mayor Riley – They can buy and sell property without going through the bid process. 

Whereas, the only people we could dispose of property to without going through a bid 

process is a Community Improvement Corporation. We can take property, deed it over to 

a CIC. No money comes to the city. We can’t sell it to the CIC, we basically deed it over 

to them, and then they can operate the property. They can sell it or whatever, but it is 

purely for economic development, job creation or even sustaining an area. We want to 

make sure that the Sugar Tree Corridor is a quality area. There are some properties there 

that should be torn down. This is one that we did not want to get out of control in that 

area. They CIC is managing it at basically no cost. They are making some money off of 

it, but it is minimal.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig -  Some of the funds that they have brought in they have used to 

improve that area – the parking area next to the newspaper was developed by DWCIC. 

They make donations to Main Street. I believe they pay for the flowers that go up in 

Main Street. They work as many different angles to helping the community as possible.  

 

Paul Hunter – Councilwoman Miller, the short answer is the city has no control over the 

sales and purchase and what they want to do because they are an independent entity like 

the CIC.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I think I understand it better now.  

 

Councilman McKay – This is only a first reading.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Extension of Terms of a Certain UDAG Loan to the 

Downtown Wilmington Community Improvement Corporation (DWCIC) and Declaring 

an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 
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Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented the third reading on legislation 

authorizing a Safety Intervention Grant for the Fire Department. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Submit an Application for a Safety Intervention 

Grant of Up to $40,000.00 for a Cot and Stair Chair from the Ohio Bureau of Workers 

Compensation and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2415 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation establishing new funds: 

OPWC Water Tower Project, OPWC Airborne Connector, and JobsOhio Grant.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing a New Fund. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5226 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous transfers: From 

Capital Equipment to Police Radio Maintenance in the amount of $2,200.00 to put more 

durable cases and antennae on the new radios.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5227 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation to make supplemental appropriations: from 

General Fund to Indigent Burial, $750.00. Councilman Jaehnig brought up a very valid 

point at the committee meeting: there seems to be an increase in these. We are reviewing 

in Judiciary some of our legal protection.  
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Councilman Jaehnig – The legislation has already been written by the Law Director and 

did have its first viewing by committee tonight. We are hoping to have it ready by the 

next council meeting. While it appears the burials are going up, the reality appears that 

we may have been denying things that the state says we can’t. We didn’t have very good 

clarification about the process or what the regulations would be, so we are now 

clarifying and cleaning it up.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5228 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced supplemental appropriations pending Budget 

Commission approval: General Fund to LEAP – Consultant Services, $30,246.  The 

mayor was able to negotiate the original note of $83,000 down to $30,000, so we would 

like to take note and appreciate those cost savings. Waterworks System Replacement 

Fund to Replacement Costs, $31,175.00 for a match for the aerator project for the water 

tower. From OPWC Water Tower Project Fund to Project Expenses, $117,274.00. From 

OPWC Airborne Connector Project Fund to Project Expenses, $810,536 and JobsOhio 

Grant Fund to Project Expense, $514,000.00 – both of these are grant funds for the 

Ahresty Project. From Street Lighting Fund to Street Lights, $10,000 for replacements 

and additions to our street lighting.  

 

Councilman Mead – It may look like a lot, but all of these things have been through 

committee and approved.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – A lot of it is grant money.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5229 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller – The final two pieces of legislation are the notes that were 

explained earlier by the Auditor.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale of Notes 

in the Aggregate Principal Amount of $400,00, in Anticipation of the Issuance of Bonds, 

for the Purpose of Discharging at Maturity, Together with Other Lawfully Available 

Funds, Notes Heretofore Issued to Pay Part of the Cost of Constructing Additional 

Vertical Expansion to the City’s Landfill Facility, and Paying Related Lawful Costs, and 

Declaring an Emergency.   

President Pro Tem called for a vote.  
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Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5230 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale of Notes 

in the Aggregate Principal Amount of $237,000, in Anticipation of the Issuance of 

Bonds, for the Purpose of Discharging at Maturity, Together with Other Lawfully 

Available Funds, Notes Heretofore Issued to Pay Part of the Costs of Constructing 

Improvements to Davids Drive, and Paying Related Lawful Costs, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5231 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead – We are in the process of planning a 

Cemetery Committee meeting.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – We had a Wine Walk that 

was attended by 300 people last Friday. It is nice showcase for the downtown business.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – If it continues to sell out, are they going to expand the ticket 

sale availability?  

 

Mayor Riley – This year they had fifteen stops. They started fifteen people at each stop. 

If they expand it to twenty stops they could do more, but it would become the Wine 

Stagger.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Councilwoman Milburn announced that the Parks 

Department had done a very good job in creating a dog park. The goal is to open in early 

June 2015. We are nearing that date. We would like to adopt dog park rules.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn gave an overview of the Dog Park Rules.  

 

Councilman Mead – Dogs are not permitted to remain on a leash once inside a gate. The 

first time I take my dog to the dog park, I’m not going to turn him loose with all of the 

other dogs unless I keep him on a leash for a while. I think we should change that a little 

bit.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I think there are some safety concerns with having humans in 

there with the dog on a leash. I know, in particular, my dog if on a leash with other dogs 

around, it can cause some issues where he might start to get a little defensive. Maybe he 

is protecting me. It is allowing the dog to be a dog. If you have an aggressive dog, they 

shouldn’t be in the dog park.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – It actually says that you have to stay in the dog park with your 

dog and in view of the dog. You don’t leave them. It also says you must have a visible 

leash at all times; you just don’t have them on it. That was also a piece that I had a 

concern with, but we are under a time crunch.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – We actually can either approve or disapprove this. The Park 

Board has written the legislation and I do not believe we have the ability to rewrite 

portions of it. We either accept it as is or send it back to them.  
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Mayor Riley – The purpose of the leash is to get him in and out of the park. If he is 

exhibiting aggressive behavior, you don’t take him off the leash.  

 

Kelsey Swindler – It is a safety hazard to have a leash on a dog inside a dog park. One 

thing when creating the rules, we have to reference insurance standards. So, we look at 

all the other dog parks. Our insurance company also covers other parks. We have to go 

by the regulations of what is standard for a dog park. A leash is a safety hazard because 

it can choke another dog. They are starting play and one of them gets wrapped up in a 

leash…I’ve seen it almost happen before. If you think, you’ve got a six-foot cord 

hanging from a dog and they’re playing with other dogs and getting wrapped up in it. It 

also changes the dog’s behavior. They tend to get more defensive. If there are questions, 

Lori Williams researched all of the insurance ramifications in construction of those rules. 

The rules will be posted very visibly at the park. We are creating pamphlets right now 

that explain all of these rules. They will be posted, shared and publicized.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – It is a standard for dog parks.   

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Adopting the City of Wilmington Parks and Recreation Dog Park Rules; 

and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Spicer to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2416 passed as read. 

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith – When we got the cemetery, we didn’t 

know anything about them. It looked like a tornado ran through it and we had a problem. 

Our focus was to clean it up and get it looking good for Memorial Day. I think it is in 

very good shape. We are continuing to work on improving it. We have some markers 

down. Once we get through the holiday, I am going to start a program where we take a 

section at a time and we move them. We will get some professional help getting them 

repaired and taken care of. I think it is working. We reworked the fees and reworked the 

rules. We’ve lowered the prices. In the seven weeks we have fifteen funerals and have 

sold 25 lots. We do need to have a meeting because I need to move some money around. 

I would like to have that before Finance and for the next council meeting.  

 

Paul Hunter – Did you get the money from the state that was lying in escrow? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Yes, but I haven’t really spent any of that.  

 

[Discussion of line items of cemetery fund] 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – They did sell the house and close on it. That will be about 

$45,000. We opened the bids on street paving. We had two bids. Cox came in as the low 

bidder at $309,000 on the 18 streets. We sent the contract out yesterday. Denny and the 

guys are working on list now to do some crack sealing. We will put that together and 

come back to council to bid that out. Another item is the Locust Street railroad crossing 

and the Main Street crossing. We filed a complaint with the PUCO and they came down 

and inspected it. They said, we appreciate your concern, but we don’t think Main Street 

is that bad. They did say that Locust Street was in need of repair and informed the 

railroad. They have 30 days to repair it and the inspector will do a re-inspect. As you 

know, this sometimes take about 6 months.  

 

Mayor Riley – I sent them a letter saying that the Main Street side, while not as bad as 

the Locust Street side, is not in good or sufficient condition. We are kind of running that 
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up the flag. I also expressed some real concerns about Hawley Street. If you’ve driven 

down Hawley Street, it is a horrible crossing. They said they would be back in a couple 

of weeks as well to look at that.  

 

[Discussion of railroad crossings] 

 

Paul Hunter asked how long the warranties were in the street paving bids. Service 

Director Reinsmith answered that it was five years.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, Mayor Riley had no 

report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn that the Auditor-Treasurer 

Report – April 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter asked for a report regarding Alkermes. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Alkermes received approval from Regional Planning this week on 

their site plan. They are going forward with an $18 million expansion. Ten million will 

be in capital property improvement and $8 million will be in machinery and processing. 

It will add 27,000 square feet to the facility. In the JobsOhio grant that they filed, they 

originally anticipated an additional 51 jobs, but they expect to supersede that. They are 

asking for approval from corporate for additional jobs. They are going to be making pills 

at Alkermes. It is an excellent expansion for the community. They are well-paying jobs. 

It does sit outside of the city. We need to aggressively pursue getting their employees to 

relocate into the city. They have shared with us that there are plans for a second pill 

facility coming right behind it.  

 

Stephen Sawzin – 43 Fulton Street. I have a question for the Auditor. The upcoming sale 

of notes or bonds, can anyone buy those notes or bonds? Is it a public sale? Are they 

going to be sold through a city office? 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – No. Our underwriter will sell them for us, but they will 

be available on the open market. Anyone can buy them. They are sold in $100,000 

increments. I can get information for you.   

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked the Law Director to introduce the executive session.  

 

Law Director Shidaker – I would like to go into executive session pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code 121.22 (G)(4) to discuss union contract negotiations please.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Miller to enter executive session 

pursuant to O.R.C. 121.11 (G)(4). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

 

Paul Hunter asked if there would be action after the executive session. Law Director 

Shidaker replied that no legislation had been prepared, but there was a possibility that 

action could be taken by council after the executive session.  

 

Mayor Riley requested that John Stanforth, because of his upcoming position of mayor 

in the following year, be permitted to remain at the meeting. Councilwoman Miller also 

suggested Jonathan McKay and Lonnie Stuckert stay for the meeting.  

 

Council went into executive session at 8:56 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to return to regular session. 
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Motion passed. All yeas.  

Council returned to regular session at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk of Council 
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COUNCIL June 4, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, June 4, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, absent; Mead, present; Miller, 

absent; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Spicer to excuse the absent members 

(Stuckert and Miller). 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Absent members excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Jaehnig to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, June 4, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley: The Clinton County Leadership Institute 2015 Class had their 

graduating ceremonies this evening. Also recognized for his leadership over the past 30 

years was former Mayor David Raizk. It has been a pleasure to work with him. 

 

Mayor Riley – Ollie’s has opened in Meadow Park Shopping Plaza. It is nice to see that 

place filled with cars. Relay for Life will have their Paint the Town Purple Kickoff at 10 

a.m. on Saturday. I encourage everyone to come and support them. The Banana Split 

Festival is June 12-13. Duane Weyand is one of the organizers and we thank him and the 

other Rotarians.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

President Pro Tem McKay – There has been a request to change the order of the 

committee reports to have Cemetery Committee prior to Finance Committee.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to amend the agenda as noted.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Agenda amended.  

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced an ordinance to adopt revisions to 

the downtown parking plan. The first change is to remove nine spaces near the building 

that used to be the Little Giant Diner. These spaces are privately owned and not part of 

the downtown parking system.  The second change is to remove three parking spaces 

that no longer exist near the old News Journal building. The last change is to increase the 

time-limit from two-hour to four-hour for eight street-side parking spaces on West Main 

Street in front of the Cotton Junky and Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Paul Hunter asked if the parking changes at the Little Giant would affect the farmers 

market in that building. Councilman McKay said it would not change that because 

ownership of the building has not changed from last year.  
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Councilman Jaehnig – These are spaces that are on the books but are not enforceable 

because they are on private property.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to 

Adopt a Revised Downtown Parking Plan. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig – We had an excellent Solid Waste 

Committee this week.  The Director of the Solid Waste Department has proposed an 

exciting business plan that will allow us to move forward with operating the landfill, 

which will make it more efficient, economical, and profitable. The next Solid Waste 

Committee Meeting will be next Thursday at 5 p.m. 

 

Paul Hunter asked if cardboard is being addressed.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig - Cardboard is part of his plan. The plan is great because it thinks 

outside the box and offers some new ideas but still is true to what we feel the citizens 

want us to do with the landfill.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced the second reading on the 

extension of terms for an additional seven years on the DWCIC UDAG loan.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Mead to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Extension of Terms of a Certain UDAG Loan to the 

Downtown Wilmington Community Improvement Corporation (DWCIC) and Declaring 

an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer introduced legislation accepting grant proceeds 

for the Police Departments: From the United Way in the amount of $500 for skate park 

nights; from the Ohio Department of Public Safety in the amount of $20,489 for 

motorcycle training program; from HFC Safety Council in the amount of $2,000 for a 

“Drive to Survive Campaign” for high school drivers; and from the Department of 

Justice in the amount of $4,000 for bulletproof vest replacements.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting Grant Proceeds for the Police Department from the United Way, 

Ohio Department of Public Safety, HFC Safety Council and the Ohio Department of 

Justice. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Councilman Spicer introduced legislation on declaring a police vehicle to be surplus 

property.  
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A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Police Department Vehicle Valued at 

More Than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Councilman Spicer introduced legislation to enter into a MARC Radios Donation 

agreement.  

 

Chief Weyand – We have all of the radios and they are in our dispatch center working 

now. All of the portables are ready to be issued out. The value of the radio equipment is 

$114,000.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a MARCS Radios Donation 

Agreement, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead – Larry Reinsmith will present a program 

showing what is happening at the cemetery. Later, we will discuss moving a little money 

around to pay for the improvements.  

 

Larry Reinsmith presented a slide presentation on cleanup and improvements made at 

the cemetery since the beginning of April. Included in the cleanup and restoration were 

removing fallen trees, removal of many stumps, front gate restoration, restoration of the 

cannons, and other features. There was discussion of the mowing contractor, trees that 

still need to be removed, headstone restoration, and repairs and repurposing of existing 

office building. Service Director Reinsmith also spoke to future plans for Sugar Grove 

cemetery, including possibly a columbarium.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Last year when we created the budget, we were not sure 

how we were going to pay for labor. I put more into employee line than we needed and 

less in the tree removal line. After we get the initial cleanup work done, I don’t think it 

will be that expensive to maintain it.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn asked what they were going to do with the pet cemetery. 

Service Director Reinsmith said it is open again so people can use it again.  

 

Councilman McKay asked about the cemetery rates. Mayor Riley said the rates are on 

the website.  

 

[Discussion of Sugar Grove Cemetery rates] 

 

Mayor Riley – Service Director Reinsmith has done an excellent job and I can’t thank 

him enough.  

 

Finance Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Miller, Councilman Mead – I want 

to thank the Service Director, employees and administration for the work they have done 

at the Sugar Grove Cemetery. The private cemetery board did a great job keeping it 

open. Money had been put away for perpetual care of the cemetery and the City of 

Wilmington is able to use that to take care of Sugar Grove.  
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Councilman Mead introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: $5000 from 

Safety Salaries to Incidentals; $35,000 from Cemetery Salaries to Ground Maintenance; 

$20,000 from Cemetery Salaries to Contract Mowing; $20,000 from Benefit Insurance to 

Tree Removal; and $10,000 from Benefit Insurance to Facility Maintenance.  

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Mead requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith pointed out that the cemetery has brought in approximately 

$19,000 in revenue since taking over.  

 

Councilman Mead introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: From 

Police Fund to Motorcycle Training Program -$10,000; From General Fund to Income 

Tax Refunds - $25,000.  

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Mead requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth reported that the notes had been sold at a premium. The 

effective rate that the City will pay on the notes will be about 0.35%. We did not have to 

issue as many as we thought we would.  The present value of savings on the interest cost 

will be a little over $300,000.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The flowers are up and the 

flags were up for Memorial Day. We have a new wine shop in the downtown. The Main 

Street Office has moved to 100 W. Main by the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn – Saturday at 10 a.m. is the dog 

park opening. It is about 1.5 acres of area. There have been 161 shelter reservation 

requests so far this year. Banana Split Festival is coming up. From June 19 to June 21, 

we have the OFC Heating It Up Tournament. There also has been some vandalism at the 

Southeast Neighborhood Park, with the destruction of the portable toilet.   

 

[Discussion of dog park] 

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith – Paving crew will start next Wednesday. 

They will start on Lakewood and work their way around. They will start milling on 

Wednesday and will follow up the next day with paving. They think they can get it done 

in ten days.  

 

[Discussion of possible future paving and crack sealing] 

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn that the Income Tax Report – 

May 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 
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President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Mike Stout – 656 Rombach Avenue – We have nuisance properties near where I live: 

695 Fife Avenue and 680 Rombach, which has been empty for 35 years. I turn in a 

request to get it mowed, and it takes about five weeks. Maybe we can bid that out and 

get it done more quickly.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Our issue is not getting the guys out there, it is going through the 

legal process.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – There is a notification process. We’re not a lawn mowing 

company.  

 

Mike Stout – The problem is when I call the city to get some answers, I can’t get a 

phone call returned. I’ve called the Service Garage four times in the last three days and 

could not get anyone to call me back. Once I turn the request in to have it mowed, how 

long is it going to take from that day to get it mowed? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – Is it in violation? 

 

Mike Stout – It is chest high.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – They did mow the one out there. It is there every year.  

 

Mike Stout – Can’t we speed this process up when it is an ongoing problem. There are 

two properties there where the owners will not mow. Five weeks is a bit long I think.  

 

Mayor Riley – I would defer to the Law Director. We are also frustrated because by the 

time we get through the process, it is chest high.  

 

Duane Weyand – You can call the Police Department and make a complaint. I take a 

parking enforcement officer out there and we start the process.  

 

Mike Stout – I’ve been dealing with Michelle in zoning. She has been great.   

 

Duane Weyand – She will get the letters out and put it in the paper.  

 

Mike Stout – I’ll call you tomorrow. There is an RV that has been back in there for three 

years and it has not moved.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – It is not a violation. Especially if it is in the back yard.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – If we have a property that is a year-in/year-out problem that we 

are mowing, is there a point that we can start to take care of it? If they are going to build 

up a debt and not take care of them, we might as well relieve them of their property and 

move it into someone else’s hands. We are getting too many properties that are being 

abandoned of responsibility.  Can we relieve them of their property and turn it over to 

someone else?  

 

Law Director Shidaker – There is a process but it is cumbersome. The city is reluctant to 

take on responsibilities for the properties. It is something that we can look at. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – If we could pursue, we could take possession of property and then 

sell it to someone.  

 

Paul Hunter – There is state law that says we can take delinquent tax property.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – That is for property taxes and that is through the County 

Treasurer. 
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Service Director Reinsmith- Couldn’t we urge the County Treasurer to auction a 

property off for the back taxes? Then we would not have to touch it. Someone might buy 

it that may want to fix it up and flip it and do something with it.  

 

Mike Stout – There is no way to salvage this property now.  

 

Mayor Riley – We are looking into a program that other cities have tried and it seems to 

be working. There are some cities that are doing projects where if you have a house that 

has been abandoned and property taxes have never been paid and the liens are going up 

against it, you can’t buy that property for less than $50,000. People can’t afford to buy 

the property and fix it up…particularly if it is in bad shape. We are looking at a program 

that would eliminate some of the tax liens on the property and forgive back taxes and 

possibly would give future tax abatement to someone who would buy the property and 

fix it up. We are in the preliminary stages of looking at this.  

 

Mike Stout – I would like to just speed up the process. Five weeks is too long.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith- Once we mow it, it is in compliance and we start all over. I 

think we turned in a list to Denny of 34 houses.  

 

Mike Stout – People come through that way into the city and it looks awful.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – The rules that we are working under, are they state or city 

legislation? Is there a way to change that to get around the second notification? 

 

Chief Weyand – It would be great if we could change the notice requirements. We are 

constantly driving to other places to serve notices because they have dodged the notices 

on nuisance properties.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I am wondering if once they go on the violation list, they would 

need to take some sort of action to get off the violation list.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith- It would be nice to hire contractors to do it, but you have to 

pay them cash. We have the city employees to do it because they are already on payroll. 

We never see the money we try to get from the tax duplicate.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Who do we bill for the abandoned properties? Do we just get 

stuck with that? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith- No. We put it on their tax duplicate. I have one on Locust 

Street. The woman lives in Georgia. The bank took it over. Then they sold the loan to 

someone in Texas. You can’t track down a real owner.  

 

Councilman McKay – Thank you, Mr. Stout, for bringing this to our attention. We will 

follow up. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Law Director Brian Shidaker – At the last council meeting, we went into executive 

session to discuss the collective bargaining agreement. There are three unions in the city. 

We were just discussing the one collective bargaining agreement. From that executive 

session, there was a request for comparatives of other police departments and salaries. 

That was sent to you by email last Tuesday. I did not receive any questions and I don’t 

believe the administration received any questions from that comparative list. There are 

two choices here. We can take action and I would need a motion authorizing the mayor 

to enter into an agreement as presented to council at the last meeting. Two, if there are 

any questions, then we would need to go back into executive session to discuss those 

questions regarding the contract.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to enter Executive Session per 

ORC 121.22 (G)(4). 
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Motion carried. All yeas.  

Council entered Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. 

 

The council elect members were invited to stay for the executive session. 

 

A motion was made by Mead and seconded by Jaehnig to return to Regular Session. 

Motion carried. All yeas.  

Council returned to Regular Session at 9:03 p.m. 

 

Councilman McKay asked if there was discussion.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to authorize the mayor to enter 

into an agreement with the Police Union, as presented. 

Roll call: Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion carried.  

Authorization granted.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Milburn seconded by Jaehnig to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL June 18, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, June 18, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, absent; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to excuse the absent member 

(Stuckert). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, June 4, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson presented a Notice of Legislative Authority from the Ohio 

Department of Liquor Control for a Transfer from Ohio CVS Stores on Stroop Road in 

Kettering, Ohio, to 120 E. Main Street, Wilmington. Ohio. The notice will be on file at 

the office of the Clerk of Council.  

 

President Peterson opened the Public Hearing for Rezoning of 260 W. Locust Street.  

 

President Peterson – There is a public hearing scheduled for a rezoning request from The 

Love of Ink to rezone a certain tract or parcel of land located at 260 W. Locust Street 

from PO Professional Office to B1(a) Neighborhood Business. At this point, this request 

for rezoning has been withdrawn, so there is no need for a public hearing. A copy of the 

request is on file at the Clerk’s office if anyone wants to review it.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Mr. Walls has found a new location and is in the process of 

preparing and moving into a location on Main Street, approximately across from the 

Murphy and The Loft.  

 

President Peterson closed the Public Hearing.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley – Next week, I will make the presentation to the local Amateur 

Radio Association to proclaim June 23-28 to be Amateur Radio Week in Wilmington. 

These are radio enthusiasts who still send and receive Morse code. If there is a major 

disaster, quite often the only communications you get are through the amateur radio 

associations. The work they do is vital and can be lifesaving.   

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth – I am in the process of finishing a report for 

council to give an update of where we are through the end of May. It will be a 

comparison with the prior years. We also finished paying off the bonds that we 

refinanced on the 16
th

. We also finished up all the paperwork on the two notes that we 

are renewing for the landfill and Davids Drive that are coming up in July.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  
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Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay presented legislation declaring a Water 

Department vehicle as surplus property. It is a 1997 Ford Crown Victoria.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Declaring Surplus Property to Wit: Water Department Vehicle Valued at 

More Than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Mead to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2417 passed as read. 

 

Streets Committee - Councilman McKay introduced the second and third readings on 

legislation amending the traffic control map to reflect changes in downtown parking: 

Remove nine spaces near the Little Giant Diner; remove three parking spaces near the 

old News Journal building; and increase time-limit for eight street-side parking spaces 

on West Main Street to provide better opportunity for business.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the 

Traffic Control File to Adopt a Revised Downtown Parking Plan. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5232 passed as read. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig – We had a second meeting this week and 

reviewed the proposed business plan for the landfill. Braden has done an exceptional job 

of providing a game plan to allow us to operate the landfill and innovative ways to bring 

in revenues, with the addition of cardboard recycling, new methods of having trash 

picked up, and expansion of services. Many of the ideas can be implemented separately, 

so Braden and the administration are identifying and prioritizing where they want to 

start. With this plan, I can officially say that the leasing or selling of the landfill is off the 

table.  

 

Councilman McKay – I was out at the landfill today and Braden showed me the new 

recycling truck. It is exciting stuff that he is doing and he is doing a great job.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig –The new unit that Mark is talking about will allow us in July to 

start accepting multi-unit recycling and small business recycling and expand that. It 

gives us flexibility to take a step forward and expand our recycling at the same time. If 

you are a business, call the landfill and ask about getting set up.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation extending terms of a 

UDAG loan to DWCIC. They originally used it to acquire the Quali-Tee building. The 

DWCIC helps with development. Upon the sale of the building, the loan will be payable 

in full. This extension was written into the original contract.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the third reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Extension of Terms of a Certain UDAG Loan to the 
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Downtown Wilmington Community Improvement Corporation (DWCIC) and Declaring 

an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2418 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – The next item sets up an indigent burial policy. The State of Ohio 

has laws in place that require a governmental entity to provide indigent burial services. 

We have never really had a policy or guidelines. This helps with people knowing what 

they qualify for and what is covered. It helps the funeral homes know how to help people 

get the help they need in circumstances like this. Thanks to Brenda for identifying the 

need and helping get this on the books and put this together.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Adopting Chapter 937 of the Codified Ordinances in the City of 

Wilmington, Relative to Adoption of an Indigent Burial Policy. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

  

Jaehnig requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

President Peterson – I know we had the gateway legislation that passed some time ago 

and then we had the map that passed and it is now on the ballot. During the discussion as 

the legislation was passed for the map, there were many comments from citizens about 

some changes that needed to be made to the original legislation. Is that on the 

committee’s radar?  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – I believe we were waiting to hear about the referendum that was 

to filed.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – The process has finished and it will be on the ballot.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig –My understanding is that council has different approaches that 

they can take now that it is on the ballot. We can sit and wait and see what happens with 

the referendum. We can go back and take a look at the original legislation and start a 

discussion about whether we want to make adjustments or changes. I personally wanted 

to do that before we passed the map. If council goes down the path and decides they 

want to make a change and a change is made, then my understanding is the referendum 

is a moot point and can be pulled off the ballot.  

 

Law Director Shidaker – It could be, but as we sit here right now, it is not.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig –If the legislation changes, the legislation that was in question is no 

longer the same legislation, so the referendum does not specifically apply to that 

legislation any more.  

 

President Peterson – The legislation in question on the referendum is the map…not the 

gateway.  

 

Councilman Spicer- But without the map, we have no gateway.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – And visa versa. If the Gateway changes, then it may change how 

the map is looked at, because one option is it wouldn’t be a replacement zone; it would 

be an overlay. Obviously there may be options out there that are unidentified at this time. 

The map would have to change because it is not a replacement zone. By changing the 
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actual ordinance itself, it nullifies the map because the map would no longer be backed 

up by an ordinance.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – We can always go back and change some of the 

recommendations that the citizens had, like the hours of operation and time.  

 

President Peterson – Months are going to go by between now and the election. G1 is not 

perfect. Even though it is an orphan zone right now, it is imperfect. Why not use this 

time to take a look at it? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Personally, I would like to see it come back to Judiciary and have 

a discussion.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I second that.  

 

President Peterson – Does anyone on council have any objections to reopening that? 

 

Councilman Spicer – I don’t have any problem reopening it. We can look at some things. 

I’m not much for voting to change anything. I still feel confident on the G1 zone and 

once citizens here the whole story, I feel like it will pass.  

 

President Peterson – Even if it passes, I think everyone agrees there were things that 

need to be tweaked. We could be addressing that for the next few months.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – It doesn’t hurt to look at it again.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – We will put it on our next meeting.  

 

Clerk Woods – I will let you know that I have one individual who has asked prior 

notification any time that you talk about G1. He happens to be in the audience tonight, 

so we are okay, but had he not, I would have had to stop you until I notified him. If you 

want to bring it up, we just need to make sure he is notified first. 

 

President Peterson – I didn’t know that was in place, so I apologize.  

 

Vince Holmes, 77 Fulton Street  – What you need to do with the original ordinance is 

repeal it. Do it tonight. You were wrong when you done it. You did not notify us. It was 

sneaky. The more people who are hearing about it are figuring this out. You’re going to 

wait until the election. The chances of us losing this are very great. If I was in your 

chairs, I would just stall. We are not going to be able to get ahold of everybody. We are 

just a small group that are trying to let people know. What would it take to repeal the 

actual law, Mr. Law Director? 

 

Law Director Shidaker – They would have to go to council, it would have three readings 

repealing whatever that ordinance would be.  

 

President Peterson – What they just agreed to do is reopen it in committee before they 

even know the results because council feels there are some items.  

 

Vince Holmes, 77 Fulton Street – I understood what was said, but I’m telling you that 

you are going to go back and do two or three things and then you are going to run this 

again. If it is voted down in November, you are going to monkey with it and you’re 

going to start it up again. You folks are wrong. That’s all there is to it. You’re just wrong 

about this. You wouldn’t listen to any reason or logic that was presented to you by very 

able speakers. I don’t understand what is going on. What is so important about this and 

who is behind it? Is it just you folks or is there somebody else who is driving this hard? 

  

President Peterson thanked Mr. Holmes for his comments.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented legislation accepting grants for the 

Police Department: $500 from United Way for the Skate Park; $20,049 from the Ohio 

Department of Public Safety for the motorcycle program; $2000 from HFC Safety 
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Council for the “Drive to Survive Campaign” for high school drivers; and $4000 from 

the Ohio Department of Justice for bulletproof vests.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution Accepting Grant Proceeds for the Police 

Department from the United Way, Ohio Department of Public Safety, HFC Safety 

Council, and the Ohio Department of Justice.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2419 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller asked for clarification on the total amount of the motorcycle 

safety program and Chief Weyand responded.  

 

Councilman Spicer presented legislation declaring a Police Department vehicle as 

surplus property.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Police 

Department Vehicle Valued at More than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said 

Vehicle, and Declaring an Emergency.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2420 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Spicer presented legislation authorizing the mayor to enter into a donation 

agreement for MARCS radios.  

 

Clerk Brenda Woods – That resolution is amended because after the original ordinance 

was prepared, we found out that the license agreement is for all of the radios, not just the 

Police Department. We changed the wording to reflect that.  

 

A motion was by Spicer and seconded by McKay to amend the wording of the 

resolution.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Resolution amended.  

  

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Jaehnig to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into a 

MARCS Radios Donation Agreement, and Declaring an Emergency, as Amended.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2421 passed as read. 

 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous 

transfers.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 
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Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5233 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making supplemental appropriations: 

Motorcycle safety program and income tax refunds. 

  

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations.   

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5234 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous transfers: Corrections 

Department purchases of equipment and a vehicle.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5235 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making supplemental appropriations: 

Indigent burials. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5236 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making supplemental appropriations 

contingent upon Budget Commission approval: JUMP hangar TIF payments, grant 

money for the motorcycle awareness program.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes.  
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Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5237 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation regarding estimating inactive monies and 

setting a date of meeting for designation of depositories.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Estimating Amount of Inactive Monies and Date of Meeting for Designation 

of Depositories. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2422 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Farmers Market is in 

full swing on Saturday mornings on Mulberry Street. There is a yard sale at the Friends 

Church in the parking lot of the Municipal building this Saturday. The farm mural is 

being worked on by Jason Morgan on the Fife-Bosworth building. Last Saturday there 

was a grand opening of the South Street Wine Shop. The Third Friday event that was 

scheduled for tomorrow has been scheduled for next week. It will be on the Fourth 

Friday this month.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Downtown has two business that are about to open: Strength and 

Dignity, a clothing store; and Christopher Walls is opening his tattoo shop next door to 

Strength and Dignity. 

 

Christopher Walls – We will be opening on July 1 and will have our Grand Opening 

Ribbon Cutting on July 11. We will have door prizes from The Crave, One Stop 

Adventure Shop, and others. We will have face-painting and catered sandwiches from 

Jen’s Deli.  

  

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn – June 27 is the Relay for Life at 

Denver Williams Park. The Banana Split Festival was this previous weekend and was a 

great success. The Dog Park has opened.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer that the Auditor-Treasurer 

Report – May 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   
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Stephen Sawzin – 43 Fulton Street, Wilmington. In the discussion you had about the 

zoning, I heard some troubling comments. One was you think you could change the law 

that would override the citizens voting on it.  

 

President Peterson – We were concerned that action we take might do that, but we were 

assured by the Law Director that it would not. We did not want it to go in that direction. 

 

Vincent Holmes, 77 Fulton Street – Mr. Mayor, I listened to a graduation where you 

spoke and I listened to you when the police dog was found. Mayor, you have done an 

outstanding job. You are a wonderful spokesperson for the City of Wilmington. I have 

told people how fortunate we are to have you as a mayor. Whoever is going to be the 

next mayor is going to have a hard time filling your shoes.  

 

Mayor Riley – Thank you. Just for the record, I have met with John Stanforth, who is 

going to be the nominee for the Republican Party in the General Election. We have met 

three times and we both committed, starting in July, we will be having at least two-hour 

weekly meetings. I am going to be setting up appointments with John Stanforth with 

every city elected official and city superintendents. My commitment to John was that 

come January he is going to be ready to hit the ground running. John is extremely 

committed to this City.  

  

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL July 2, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, July 2, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, absent; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to excuse the absent member 

(Spicer). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley gave an update on the health status of his grandson. 

 

Mayor Riley stated he participated in a “bail out of jail” fundraiser for the New Life.  

 

Mayor Riley performed the swearing-in ceremony for Firefighter William D. Jones.  

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, June 18, 2015, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the public hearing for a rezoning request from LT Land 

Development to Rezone Lots 1-8 of the Williams Farm Subdivision located at a certain 

parcel of land, commonly known as Rombach Avenue, from I2, County Industrial, to 

B3, Roadside Business. 

 

Bill Peelle was in attendance on behalf of LT Land Development.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that the land was annexed under original County 

Industrial Zoning. The petitioner wishes to rezone a portion of the land to City Roadside 

Business for development purposes.  

 

Paul Hunter asked what businesses would be opening there. 

 

Bill Peelle said that he could not give specifics on which businesses would be coming in 

there but they would be in keeping with Roadside Business zoning.  

 

Councilwoman Miller pointed out that there was a section that overlaps with the parks 

and asked if this rezoning will change that relationship. Peelle answered that there was 

not a formal agreement but there have been discussions with the Parks Director.  

 

President Peterson closed the public hearing on the LT Land Development Rezoning. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio (Lots 1-8, Section I of the Williams Farm Subdivision and commonly 

known as Rombach Avenue) 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 
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Motion passed.  

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

President Peterson opened the Public Hearing for a rezoning request for Stephanie Butler 

to rezone the property located at the parcel of land commonly known as 691 Piedmont 

Street from R1, Single Family Residential, to B1(a), Neighborhood Business. 

 

President Peterson – This was not recommended for approval by the Planning 

Commission. The citizen who asked this to be brought before council was not able to be 

here tonight due to a family commitment.  

 

Christa Johnson – 600 Piedmont Street – Lives in neighborhood. Expressed concern for 

business spot-zoning in residential area. Also said there could be safety concerns 

because of the number of children in care at the residence and related traffic issues.  

 

Mayor Riley – During Planning Commission we noted that childcare is allowed in 

residential areas but not with the number of children she has.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that a licensing issue with the state brought the situation 

before Planning Commission.  

 

Paul Hunter pointed out that the church daycare in the neighborhood had a zoning 

designation that was in effect only while the childcare business occupied the building.  

 

Councilman McKay – The daycare is very well run but I have issue with the safety 

issues with traffic and parking.  

 

President Peterson closed the public hearing on the rezoning of 691 Piedmont Street. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Changing Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of Wilmington, 

Ohio (Commonly known as 691 Piedmont Street). 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, no; Mead, no; Miller, no; Milburn, no; McKay, no; Jaehnig, no. 

Motion failed.  

 

Jeff Walls from Clinton County Solid Waste Management presented a summary of the 

Clinton County Solid Waste Plan and an overview of the duties of and programs offered 

by the Clinton County Solid Waste Management District.  

 

[Discussion of the Clinton County Solid Waste Management District] 

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth presented a year-to-date analysis, with 

comparative data going back to 2006. We have collected 43% of our projected revenues 

at the end of May. If everything is spent that we budgeted plus the dollars for the paving, 

we will be down to about a million dollar carryover at the end of the year, which will be 

between 10-15% as opposed to 25%. We have to talk about the revenue side.  

 

In 2006, our City Income Tax collections were roughly $4.7 million. After the air park 

was annexed, they went to $7 million in 2009. After the fallout from DHL, they went 

back to $4.1 million in 2010 and have been relatively flat since then. We are operating 

on less income tax dollars in 2015 than what we were collecting in 2006.  

 

Also, there was a change in the state tax structure. The city used to be the benefactor of 

the tangible personal property tax, which most businesses paid on inventories, equipment 

and furniture and fixtures. That tax was eliminated and replaced with the Commercial 

Activity Tax. Because of the state budget changes, they decided to keep those dollars 

and not share them with the local municipalities. They did for a temporary period of time 
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to give us the opportunity to make up for those lost revenues someplace else. Those 

dollars are gone now and we no longer collect those.  

 

The other thing that is gone is the estate tax. Governor Kasich eliminated the estate tax 

in the State of Ohio. From 2006 up to 2015, the city collected about 2.5 million dollars 

in inheritance tax. That is now zero going forward. In 2012, we collected a little shy of 

$900,000 in one year alone.  

 

Another thing that is going to be eliminated going forward is we have fire contracts with 

some of the local townships that we provide their fire service. Union Township had built 

up a fund of about a million dollars and they agreed to give that money to us for 

providing their fire protection. That was paid out over a five-year period. We just 

collected our last payment this year, which was $169,000. That money is now gone 

going forward.  

 

The million and a half dollars that we are going to be short – assuming we spend 

everything we budgeted in the current year, I was curious of how many jobs it would 

take at a salary of $40,000 – it would take 3700-3800 jobs to replace that tax. That is not 

going to happen overnight.  

 

I still think we have a revenue problem. We already budgeted a million dollar deficit, 

which we had enough money in the carryover to handle that. Then we turned around and 

wanted to take a million dollars to pave streets when everybody was gung-ho about 

assuring we had a 25% carryover. That seems to be thrown out the window. I agree that 

streets need to be repaved. I agree with spending it, but I do not agree with how that was 

funded. I think going forward streets are going to continuously have to be repaved. 

There is nothing in place to see that there are dollars available to fund those type of 

projects. The streets have been ignored and that is why it took a million dollars to start 

paving them again.  

 

Last year, at this time, as of July 1, we had $3.3 million that was unencumbered in our 

bank account. This year, we have almost $2.4 million dollars – we are about a million 

dollars less this year at this time than we were the year before.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Do you see significant spending difference between the years? 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Not really. The streets, and the employees hadn’t had a 

raise in six years. If you want to keep good quality people, I don’t think that anyone 

works a job where they want to be making the same thing on day one as they make 20 or 

30 years down the road. I think there is merit to making sure that your employees, 

whether in the private or public sector, you want to make sure that you are keeping good 

people and you are compensating them appropriately for the jobs that they are doing. 

That is going to happen. If you want to keep good people, you have to pay them.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I just wanted to know if you saw anything beside the 

employee raises and the streets as a spending problem.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – If you take a look of the very last page of what I’ve 

given you. Take a look at the shortages or the overages in the years that they occurred. I 

talked about 2008 and 2009 being big influx of income tax because of the annexation of 

the air park, if you look at those two years, in 2008, we had an excess in that year of 

$872,000. In 2009, we had an excess of $1.8 million. Just in that year along. Going from 

2009 to 2010, we had a carryover of $4.6 million. Then we had the benefit of the 

inheritance tax. We never put that into the budget because you don’t know who is going 

to die.  

 

Paul Hunter – Payroll costs went down by 26% from 2010 to this year. That includes the 

raises that you gave last year. That’s a pretty good cut. You can’t find much more cut 

there.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – This is a service-type business. You have to have people 

to perform the functions.  
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Councilman McKay – I appreciate the analysis.  

 

Councilman McKay – It is very important that we start looking at revenue quickly.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I heard it loud and clear down here.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I encourage you to put some kind of plan together. Even 

if it is determined that we need to ask the citizens for a levy for the streets or need to go 

to the voters for a partial income tax increase, it is going to be a year or more before you 

see the benefits of that. We are now getting to the point where we are putting the 

carryover in jeopardy. You don’t want to push that out too far because you may night 

have time to recover.  

 

Also, we just got our letter back from our external auditors. This is the first year that I 

can remember that we did not have comments from a management letter. Usually they 

will find something minor that they will make comment on. We had a clean audit and 

nothing on the management letter.  

 

President Peterson – Before we get into the budget process, is this something that you 

want to have Finance take a look at? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – We took a look at it in Finance near the end. I have no doubt 

that we will review it. This isn’t going anywhere. We had requested it last Thursday. I 

had no idea it would be this detailed. This is way bigger than what I asked for. Thank 

you for that.  

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced legislation approving the Solid 

Waste Management Plan. It is an emergency because it needs to be in place by state 

deadlines.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Approving the Solid Waste Management Plan and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig brought forward legislation setting 

procedures for an indigent burial policy. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Adopting Chapter 937 of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Wilmington, Ohio, Relative to the Adoption of an Indigent 

Burial Policy.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5238 passed as read. 
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Safety Committee  - In the absence of Chairperson Spicer, there was no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller had presented legislation making supplemental 

appropriations: From the General Fund to Property Taxes, $130; From Sewer Fund to 

Facilities Maintenance, $315,000, for roof repair.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5239 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers. From 

Cemetery Grounds Maintenance to Supplies-Foundations, $5,000.00; from Police 

Communications Salaries to Siren Maintenance, $3,000.00; From Sanitation Collection 

Vehicle Fuel to Dumpster Maintenance, $3,500.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5240 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Third Friday event at 

the Mural was canceled twice because of rain, so the next one will be the July Third 

Friday event.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – The Ribbon Cutting for The Love of Ink is on July 11.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn – The Independence Day 

fireworks will be next Saturday. I watched the parks department clear an injured goose 

today. It was interesting to watch.  

 

Mayor Riley – I want to express my appreciation to Bible Baptist Church for sponsoring 

the fireworks this year. This is their 20
th

 anniversary.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Is this something they are doing long-term or just for their 20
th

 

anniversary.  

 

Mayor Riley – Just their 20
th

. Optimist Club did it for many years, the Friends of the 

Park did it for quite a few years. They stepped up this year because it is their 20
th

. We 

need to find a sponsor for next year.  
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Jonathan McKay – The Clinton County Young Professionals are talking about taking on 

that project.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig that the Income Tax Report – 

June 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Don Wells – 939 Hickory Trail Drive – How did the city allow beer to be sold in a City 

Park at the Banana Split Festival when the ordinances state that no alcohol is allowed in 

the city park? 

 

Duane Weyand – Chair of the Banana Split Festival – We had the mayor’s office sign 

off on the liquor permit and it was approved by the State. We did not take it through the 

Park Board. It was an oversight on our part.  

 

[Discussion of open container regulations at the parks] 

 

Councilman McKay – Thanked Samantha Ahrmann for help she gave in resolving a 

citizen issue.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL July 16, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, July 16, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, July 2, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson presented legislation for rezoning of property owned by LT Land 

Development on Rombach Avenue.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property 

Located in the City of Wilmington, Ohio (Lots 1-8, Section I of the Williams Farm 

Subdivision and commonly known as Rombach Avenue).   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5241 passed as read. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley announced that the Kiwanis are celebrating their 100
th

 

Anniversary.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation approving the Solid 

Waste Management Plan from the Clinton County Solid Waste Management District.  

 

[Discussion about fee structure and finances of Clinton County Solid Waste 

Management District] 

  

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance Approving the Solid Waste Management 

Plan and Declaring an Emergency.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 
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A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5242 passed as read. 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation authorizing submittal 

of the transit grant proposal for funding. This is a part of an annual process.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Submittal of a Proposal with the Ohio Department of 

Transportation for a Grant Through the U.S. DOT Federal Transit Administration 

(FTA), as Authorized Under Federal Transit Law, As Codified, 49 USC Section 5311, 

Financial Assistance for Other Than Urbanized Areas and Funds Available from the 

Ohio Public Transportation Grant Program and Executing a Contract with the Ohio 

Department of Transportation Upon Grant Proposal Acceptance. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig presented legislation participation in the Elderly and Disable 

Transit Fare Assistance Program.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a Contract with the Ohio Department of 

Transportation for the 2016 Elderly and Disabled Transit Fare Assistance Program. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation allowing miniature pigs as pets in the City of 

Wilmington. The legislation was requested by a family in the city who was given a 

miniature pig as a pet and then realized that all swine are prohibited in the city. These 

are indoor animals and have a maximum adult weight of 55 pounds.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Amending Section 505.13 Swine Prohibited and Adding Section 

505.131 Miniature Pigs of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Wilmington. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation for a supplemental 

appropriation: $50,000 for a UDAG loan to Bisig Automotive approved in fall 2014. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5243 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented a miscellaneous transfer of $1000 for recertification of 

K-9 Karson.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5244 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller asked if anyone had any ideas or discussion regarding the 

Auditor’s General Fund Analysis that showed a very small carryover.  

 

After seeing no discussion, Councilwoman Miller asked that the item be placed on the 

agenda again at the next council meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – There will be a mural party 

tomorrow night.   

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn – Challenger Soccer Camp, July 

27 – July 31. Fall Soccer Registration starts July 13, games begin September 8. Insect 

Discovery Program on August 7. Fishing with Moms on August 8. The serving of 

alcohol at the parks was discussed at the last meeting and they plan on revisiting the 

subject with Chief Weyand at a future meeting.   

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Councilman McKay asked if the city would be receiving anything from the salt pricing 

lawsuit that is currently in process. Service Director Reinsmith said they were looking 

into whether the city is eligible to participate in the lawsuit. Street Department 

Supervisor Denny Gherman is putting together the information about salt purchases.  

 

Law Director Shidaker asked to have the information as soon as possible.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller that the Auditor-Treasurer – 

June 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 
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Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph Street. Commented on the future of the landfill. Believes 

that the city should implement methods to extend the life of the current landfill and then 

shut it down, as was the intent of the Stuckey family, who originally sold the land to the 

City. The donor of the cardboard baler had this in mind when making the donation. 

Braden Dunham at the landfill is doing a great job.  

 

Jonathan McKay – Commended the police on an increased presence in a neighborhood 

near his. A citizen had made comment on how much they appreciated it.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

Executive Session 

 

President Peterson asked for a motion to enter executive session. It is not anticipated 

than any action will take place after the session.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to enter Executive Session per 

121.22(G)(1)  for consideration of compensation of public officials.  

 

Mayor Riley asked that all elected and likely elected officials remain.  

 

Roll Call: Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Council entered executive session at 8:08 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to return to regular session. 

Roll call: Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes. 

Council returned to regular session at 8:31 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL August 6, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, August 6, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, July 16, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley presented a proclamation declaring September to be Feed Ohio 

Month in the City of Wilmington. He announced that there will be a September 11 

ceremony at the City Building at 7:30 a.m. He also announced that Cardboard City event 

will be at the Courthouse on September 19. There will two new programs associated 

with the event – Hands Together for Homelessness and a Canstruction Contest.   

 

Sam Stratman introduced current class of Clinton Community Fellows: Tevin Amburgy, 

Vanessa Bellman, and Kyle Weddington. The presentation of this year’s projects will be 

August 18 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee -  

 

President Peterson opened the public meeting on Vacating an Alley in E.R. Mills 

Grandview Addition.  

 

Mayor Riley explained that this alleyway has never been opened and has never had the 

intention of being opened. All of the property surrounding the alley is owned by the 

applicant, David and Mary Ann Raizk. Part of the property is in the county and part of it 

is in the city. The Planning Commission recommends approval of the request to vacate 

the alley.  

 

President Peterson closed the public hearing.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Vacating the City Portion of an Alley in E.R. Mills Grandview Addition. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  
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Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced legislation declaring sanitation 

department vehicles as surplus. One is the Terex, and the other is a 1993 dump truck.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Declaring Surplus Property, To Wit: Sanitation Department Vehicles Valued 

at More Than $1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicles, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2423 passed as read. 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented two pieces of legislation for transit 

grants.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading 

only on a resolution Authorizing the Submittal of a Proposal with the Ohio Department 

of Transportation for a Grant Through the U.S. DOT Federal Transit Administration 

(FTA), as Authorized Under Federal Transit Law, As Codified, 49 USC Section 5311, 

Financial Assistance for Other Than Urbanized Areas and Funds Available from the 

Ohio Public Transportation Grant Program and Executing a Contract with the Ohio 

Department of Transportation Upon Grant Proposal Acceptance. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading 

only on a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into a Contract with the Ohio 

Department of Transportation for the 2016 Elderly and Disabled Transit Fare Assistance 

Program. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig presented legislation to allow the keeping of miniature pigs within 

the city limits.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance Amending Section 505.13 Swine 

Prohibited and Adding Section 505.131 Miniature Pigs of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Wilmington.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  
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Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5245 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation to revise the City’s 2015 Transit Grant 

program. This is a new requirement by the state for any changes greater than 10% in the 

transit grant budget.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Submittal to the Ohio Department of Transportation for 

Revisions to the 2015 Rural Transit Program Contract # 124-RPTF-12-0100; and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2424 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation declaring a transit vehicle as surplus.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Transit Vehicle Valued at More Than 

$1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle; and Declaring an Emergency.  

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2425 passed as read. 

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation for supplemental 

appropriations. Fire Fund to Fire Facility Maintenance - $5,000.00; Fire Fund to Fire 

Education and Training Fees - $ 5,500.00; Cemetery Fund to Supplies – Foundation - 

$10,000.00; General Fund to Property Casualty Reserve - $8,250.00; General Fund to 

Other Professional Services – Indigent Burial - $ 750.00; Street Lighting Fund to Street 

Lighting Utilities - $ 37,000.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  
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Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5246 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: From 

Judge Salary to Acting Judge - $7,000.00 and from Police Fuel to Police Uniforms - 

$5,200.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; Mead, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5247 passed as read. 

  

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation creating a new fund. The Fund has been 

requested by the Deputy Auditor as a safety net in case there are unforeseen expenses in 

the process of offering online bill-pay in the Utility Department.  

 

A discussion was held concerning online bill-pay process and credit card fees. Auditor 

David Hollingsworth explained that the public will be able to do ACH payments but not 

necessarily credit card payments. Councilmembers Jaehnig and Miller expressed 

concern about not accepting credit card payments and asked if the matter had been 

previously discussed in Water Committee meeting. Councilman Jaehnig said that he was 

not comfortable creating the fund without more clarification of the process, and 

Councilwoman Miller agreed that the Utility Billing Supervisor, Barb McVey, should be 

contacted to provide further explanation.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to postpone the legislation 

establishing the new fund and place it on the agenda for the next council meeting.   

Motion passed. All yeas. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation designating public depositories, and Paul 

Fear and Marque Jones provided an explanation of the process of contracting with 

financial institutions for banking services. This is a five-year contract period, with a 

deadline for designating the depositories of August 15.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Designating Public Depositories and Awarding Public Monies. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller yes; 

Milburn, yes.  
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Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2426 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller opened the discussion of the Auditor’s General Fund analysis. 

She offered that the Finance Committee would be starting budget discussions with the 

hope doing the majority of the work in October as she will have an extended absence in 

November. The budget process will be opened up to everyone on council and the 

community to participate.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Chamber of Commerce 

Economic Alliance this week featured the new Main Street Director, Bekah Muchmore. 

Next week, August 14, will be the Jeep Jam. Friday, August 21, is the Third Friday 

event.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Randy Milburn asked Lori Williams to 

share news about the park.  

 

Lori Williams announced that the Park will be the recipient of a $150,000 grant for the 

Splash Park and Skate Park project. Also, work has commenced on the driveway and 

parking area at Stuckey Farm Park.    

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Income Tax Report – 

July 2015 and Treasurer’s Office Statement of Earned Interest – 1
st
 Six Months 2015, be 

accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph Street – Presented concerns regarding water loss in the 

system. A recent leak detection survey suggested that after the leaks were repaired, there 

should be a significant decrease in treated water. The records he has gathered do not 

reflect that decrease.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to adjourn. 

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL August 20, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, August 20, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, absent; Miller, 

present; Milburn, absent; McKay, present.  

 

Officer Estle was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Spicer to excuse the absent members 

(Mead and Milburn). 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Absent members excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to accept the agenda as amended 

to include the Public Hearing for the Transit Grant.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, August 6, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem Mark McKay opened the public hearing on the Wilmington Transit 

Grant Programs for 2016. 

 

Director of Wilmington Transit Phil Floyd – Each year, Wilmington Transit must 

prepare and submit applications and proposals, on behalf of The City of Wilmington, for 

the purpose of requesting grants from The Ohio Department of Transportation and The 

Federal Transit Administration to allow Wilmington to continue operating a public 

transit system for the citizens of Wilmington and the surrounding area. One of the 

requirements within this process is to hold this public hearing explaining our operations, 

and outline our plans for the 2016 calendar year. 

We prepare the grant applications, which include a budget proposal and operating 

procedures, plus the certifications and assurances documents which indicates that we can 

and will meet all federal and state requirements to operate a system that will provide the 

public with safe, reliable and efficient public transportation. Also, that we will spend the 

grant funds in a responsible and prudent way and that the city, as the grantee, will make 

available, within its General Fund, a percentage of the total operating and capital budget 

presented, also known as local matching funds. 

Let me start by saying that we have been extremely fortunate, here in Wilmington, to 

have the support and backing of our Mayor and Council, past and present, to be able to 

provide this service, now in its 31st year. During that time, we have raised fares only 

once, and our goal is to keep the fares the same through 2016. 

Through the first 7 months of 2015, we are on a pace to provide over 150,000 rides, 

which would be a new one-year record for Wilmington Transit System. So far this year 

we are up about 2% from our 2014 ridership. This certainly has been one of our most 

pressing challenges: keeping up with demand. Through 2016, our goal is to continue to 

provide safe, reliable transportation for our citizens to medical appointments, 

employment opportunities, education, shopping and all other necessary transportation 

needs that our citizens require, especially our elderly and disabled to help them maintain 

their independence and quality of life. 
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While we have worked very hard to maintain a high level of service, and keep fares low, 

one unfortunate result of our increase in ridership and belt tightening, has been longer 

wait times. There are times when riders must wait over an hour for a vehicle. This, we 

apologize for, and hope that everyone will understand and be patient with us. 

In the past, we would submit our grant proposal to The Ohio Department of 

Transportation, and hope that they would provide a portion of the funds needed to 

maintain our service. Because we have provided a level of service that places us in the 

top tier of Public Transit Systems in the state, which is determined by ridership, 

efficiency, and the multiple statistics we must provide quarterly, we have almost always 

received what we have requested. Beginning last year, ODOT began informing all 53 

public transit systems the amounts they were going to be awarded in grant funds prior to 

the submittal of our proposals. So, we had to work within those allocations to operate 

and replace vehicles. This year we are replacing 5 vehicles, 1  LTN Large Van and 4 

Modified Mini Vans. All wheelchair accessible. 

Because of our continued increase in ridership, the first of this year we began a dialog 

with Transit and ODOT officials in Columbus, to find solutions to our dilemma. 

Through the multiple meetings, and subtle persuasion, I am very pleased to announce 

that for 2016 Wilmington Transit will be able to expand our fleet of vehicles from 17 to 

21 with the addition of 4 additional Modified Minivans that should arrive before the end 

of this year. And best of all, these vehicles are being provided without any cost to The 

City of Wilmington. This will definitely help us provide more timely pick up of 

passengers during our very busy times.  

Also, for 2016, we will be replacing two older vehicles, including one large LTN van 

with wheelchair lift and one Modified Minivan. And again, I’m happy to announce that 

both vehicles will be provided with no matching funds required by Wilmington. They 

will be paid for through Toll Revenue Credits; plus, ODOT will also provide 100% of 

our Capital Maintenance funds, rather than the normal 80% that has been provided in the 

past, with the city having to provide 20% matching funds for those capital needs. 

Now, here’s the most exciting news: My preliminary budget calculations indicate that 

the amount The City of Wilmington will be required to provide from the General Fund 

as matching funds for 2016, will only be $187,509.00, which is the lowest amount 

required since 1999. That’s with a total budget of $1,557,647.00. The vast majority of 

the total budget revenue will be made up from the Federal and State Grants, fare-box 

collection, fuel tax rebates and contract revenues, along with the full coverage of all our 

capital needs. That means that, for the calendar year of 2016, The City of Wilmington 

will be responsible for only 12% of every dollar spent for this service. Nine years ago, 

Wilmington’s required contribution was at 29%. Through our continued efforts to 

improve efficiency and cost cutting, we have continued to find ways to fund this much 

needed service, which continues to grow each year, while keeping fares low and 

maintaining the same level of operation. Again, all this is made possible through the 

continued support of our Mayor and our Council. We thank you for that.  

Finally, I want to publicly thank the greatest group of drivers and support staff for their 

hard work, professionalism and dedication to our community. I have said before, and I 

will say again, our employees are our greatest asset. Please, if you have not already done 

so, I ask you to sign the attendance sheets on the table as you leave. 

 

Councilman McKay – Thank you for your report and all of your efforts.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay closed the public hearing on the Wilmington Transit Grant 

2016 Programs.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley introduced Chamber of Commerce Director Mark Rembert.  

 

Mark Rembert presented a PowerPoint presentation on a statistical analysis of the 

Wilmington and Clinton County workforce in terms of commuting behavior and aging. 

He discussed how these factors affect economic development in the area.  

 

[Discussion of workforce aging data, education, and commuting] 

 

Lee Hendee of the local radio station WALH 106.7 presented information regarding a 

petition with FCC in support of low-power FM radio stations.  
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Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

President Pro Tem McKay reminded council that there were not enough members 

present for a super majority, so they will not be able to suspend the rules on any 

legislation.  

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay introduced the subject of online bill pay.  

 

Mayor Riley said that more details will be provided in early October after the program is 

in place.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig expressed concern over the possibility that people would no longer 

be able to pay their utility bills with a credit card.  

 

Barb McVey explained that the department currently will continue to accept credit cards 

over the counter. At this point, utility billing will stop taking credit card payments over 

the phone. The city will continue to pay the fees associated with the card payments until 

online bill pay is setup and is fully operational. This has a projected completion date of 

October 1. After that, customers will be able to log onto the city’s website and click on 

“Pay Utility Bill.” They will be made aware that in addition to the amount on their utility 

bill, they will be charge $3.95 for use of a credit card or $1.95 if they use their debit 

card.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked why the fees were being instituted. Barb McVey explained 

that the fees paid by the city in order to accept credit cards have been escalating over the 

years. The heads of the three departments who bill services through the Utility Billing 

Office all agreed that the city should not pay these fees when other types of payment 

options are offered.  

 

[Discussion of credit card processing fees] 

 

Councilman Jaehnig maintained that credit card fees should be considered a cost of 

doing business. Barb McVey said that she had researched other municipalities and the 

majority of them charge a convenience fee. Mayor Riley pointed out that unlike other 

businesses, the City is not able to easily change the price of its products in order to pass 

the cost along to the customer.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked what the fee would be for a person use a credit card if they 

are paying in-person at the Utility Billing office. Barb McVey explained that the plan is 

to no longer accept credit cards for over-the-counter transactions. Customers will be able 

to call a 1-800 number if they do not have access to a computer at home.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked how much the city is paying in credit card fees per month. 

Barb McVey said the city paid $1222.00 in fees in the month of August.  

 

Mayor Riley said he would like Barb McVey to come back before council in October 

when the system is in place to give an overview at that time.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented legislation vacating the alley 

adjacent to David Raizk property. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Vacating the City Portion of an Alley in E.R. Mills Grandview 

Addition. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  
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Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Milburn, there was no 

report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig thanked and commended Phil Floyd on his 

report and introduced the final reading on the taxi grant legislation.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Submittal of a Proposal with the Ohio Department of 

Transportation for a Grant Through the U.S. DOT Federal Transit Administration 

(FTA), As Authorized Under Federal Transit Law, As Codified, 49 USC Section 5311, 

Financial Assistance for Other Than Urbanized Areas and Funds Available from the 

Ohio Public Transportation Grant Program and Executing a Contract with the Ohio 

Department of Transportation Upon Grant Proposal Acceptance. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to pass the resolution as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2427 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into a Contract with the Ohio Department of 

Transportation for the 2016 Elderly and Disabled Transit Fare Assistance Program. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to pass the resolution as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2427 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig – At the next Judiciary Committee meeting, we will continue to 

work with regional planning in pursuit of CRA legislation, which will provide for 

property tax abatements for residential improvements. The CRA will be designed to 

lower the number of rentals, tighten the market, and entice multifamily units to convert 

to single-family owner-occupied units. There will also be enticements to promote infill 

and rehabilitation of current structures. The final CRA legislation should be ready at the 

next Judiciary Committee meeting.   

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation for a supplemental 

appropriation: From the Police Fund to Canine Supplies, $1200.00; 1
st
 Mortgage 

Waterworks System Revenue Bond Fund to Transfers, $50.00. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced miscellaneous transfers: $4,000 from Salary Acting 

Clerk to Salary Bailiff; $1700 from Radio Maintenance to Communication Incidentals; 

$3200 from Jail and Workhouse to Maintenance Contracts; $46,450 from Bond Principal 

– GO to Interest on Bonds.  
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced then and now legislation.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation accepting the local government assistance 

formula.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting Local Government Assistance Formula as Provided by the 

Clinton County Auditor. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation accepting amounts and rates of the levies.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the Budget 

Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax Levies and Certifying Them to the 

County Auditor. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation for the special assessment for street 

lighting.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth pointed out that the amount collected was reduced last 

year.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Declaring it Necessary to Light the Streets, Lanes, Alleys, Lands, Squares and 

Public Places in the City of Wilmington, Ohio, with Electric Lights, and for Special 

Assessments to be Levied to Pay the Cost Thereof for the Year 2016. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  
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Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation approving liens for mowing, property 

maintenance and unpaid utility bills. Councilman Jaehnig pointed out that many of the 

entities on the list who have not taken care of the properties are large mortgage 

companies.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Approving Liens Pursuant to Section 729.49, 743.04 of the Ohio Revised 

Code and 923.09, 929.03, and 1729.03 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Wilmington, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation establishing a new fund for the online 

utility bill-pay system.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing a New Fund. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. Jaehnig voted no. All others voted yea. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – Jeep Jam was great last 

week, and this week there is a party at the mural.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – In the absence of Convener Milburn, there was no 

report.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, there was no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Auditor Treasurer 

Report – July 2015 and Hotel Lodging Tax Report – 2
nd

 Quarter 2015, be accepted as 

presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Fear – 527 Randolph Street – Announced to City Council that he had filed a 

petition to run as a write-in candidate for mayor of the City of Wilmington.  

 

Randy Riley announced that Jonathan McKay would be emcee of the Corn Festival this 

year.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 
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A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem McKay declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL September 3, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, September 3, 2015, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, absent; Mead, absent; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to excuse the absent members 

(Stuckert and Mead). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent members excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, August 20, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley announced Cardboard City will be held on September 19. The 

Mayor’s Golf Tournament will be held at the Elks Golf Course on September 20. The 

Fire Department will be holding their Open House on October 10 from 4-8 p.m. 

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation for Childhood Cancer Awareness. 

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced the final reading on legislation 

vacating a portion of alley in E.R. Mills Grandview Addition.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Vacating the City Portion of an Alley in E.R. Mills Grandview Addition. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for a vote.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5248 passed as read. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig stated the committee had a fruitful meeting 

earlier in the evening and hoped to have a proposal ready for council soon.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer had no report.  
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President Peterson stated that the County Auditor’s office has agreed to work with the 

city on the delay passing legislation due to lack of attendance. She emphasized the 

importance of councilmembers attendance at the meetings.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth reiterated that some finance items need to have three 

readings in one meeting. If there aren’t enough members it could present problems.  

 

President Peterson requested that the chairman let her know if a special council will be 

required in order to complete legislation in a timely manner.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making supplemental 

appropriations that was originally presented at August 20 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers that was 

originally presented at August 20 council meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced then and now legislation that was originally presented 

at August 20 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation accepting the local government assistance 

formula that was originally presented at the August 20 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Accepting Local Government Assistance Formula as Provided by the 

Clinton County Auditor.  

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation accepting amounts and rates from the 

county that was originally presented at the August 20 council meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the Budget 

Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax Levies and Certifying them to the 

County Auditor.  
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President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced the legislation for lighting assessments that was 

originally presented at the August 20 council meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the resolution Declaring It Necessary to Light the Streets, Lanes, Alleys, Lands, 

Squares and Public Places in the City of Wilmington, Ohio, with Electric Lights, and for 

Special Assessments to be Levied to Pay the Cost Thereof for the Year 2016. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation for special assessments for utility billing 

and property maintenance that was originally presented at the August 20 council 

meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Approving Liens Pursuant to Section 729.49, 743.04 of the Ohio Revised 

Code and 923.09, 929.03 and 1729.03 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Wilmington, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation creating a new fund for on-line bill pay that 

was originally presented at the August 20 council meeting.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig expressed his concern and opposition regarding upcoming policies 

of the Utility Billing Department not accepting credit cards.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Establishing a New Fund. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. Jaehnig voted nay. All others voted yea. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.   

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: Street 

Maintenance Fund to Street Maintenance - $19,000; General Fund to Consultant 

Services - $2,090.00. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked Street Superintendent Denny Gherman if decisions had been 

made regarding how to budget the unused portion of the $500,000 allotted for street 

paving.  

 

Denny Gherman said they were planning on doing crack sealing and edge banding in 

October.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 
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Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the second and third readings be on the agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation accepting various gifts for Sugar Grove 

Cemetery.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Accepting Various Gifts. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the second and third readings be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: Jail and 

Workhouse to Incidental in the Police Department - $1000.00. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the second and third readings be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – There is a Third Friday 

event on September 18.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn had no report.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Income Tax Report – 

August 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Brausch’s Brewery is now open at the location of the old 

Stacy’s Buffet. They have three beers and games.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay to adjourn. 

President Peterson declared the meeting adjourned. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 
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     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL September 17, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, September 17, 2015, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, absent; Miller, 

present; Milburn, absent; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to excuse the absent members 

(Milburn and Mead). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent members excused. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, September 17, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley announced the Fire Department Open House at the Sugartree 

Street location on October 10 as a celebration of their 175
th

 birthday for the Wilmington 

Fire Department. The Mayor’s Golf Tournament will be held on September 20, and all 

proceeds will go to the American Childhood Cancer Organization. There will be a Hope 

Over Heroin event on October 9 and 10 at the south end of town.  Cardboard City will be 

at the Courthouse on September 19. They will be doing a Hands Around the Courthouse 

event and a Canstruction event. All proceeds of that event go toward the Homeless 

Shelter.  

 

Mayor Riley presented a Proclamation announcing Adult Literacy Week as September 

21-26. 

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation authorizing a dedication 

agreement for property located on the proposed site of the Phase 1 Airborne Connector.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith explained the details of the land agreement for property 

located at the site of the proposed Airborne Connector. The four owners of the property 

are donating the land to the city. In return, the city will extend utilities to the south side 

of the road in the event of development in the future. ODOT needs to see the agreement 

quickly as we are going back to them for additional funding.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked how many existing utility lines there are. The Exhibit A 

map does not show the utilities.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith said it would affect electric, water and sewer. Electric is 

already on the property. We have a manhole north of the roadway. The water line is a 

12-inch line that comes from Cuba Road, so it is already on the property, it is just on the 

north side of the proposed road.  
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Mayor Riley – The entrance to Ahresty is offset; it does not line up with American Way. 

Ahresty will have an entrance to their property off of the connector. There will be 

signalization at the railway crossing. It is also a step to the connector that goes all the 

way to Airborne Road.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith – The crossing will have gates and lights. At the same time 

there will be a traffic signal. There are a couple of thousand people go over.  

 

Councilwoman Miller reiterated that the pre-existing utilities are not shown per the 

agreement on Exhibit A and council should know where those currently are.  

 

[Discussion of connector road agreement] 

 

Councilman Jaehnig pointed out that a facility the size of Ahresty would not be able to 

be built with a single entrance now. It is a great opportunity for funding to make these 

changes.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into Airborne Connector Road Phase 1 

Dedication Agreement; and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay introduced legislation creating a no parking zone on South Walnut 

near Sugartree Street. When trucks try to turn left from Sugartree Street onto Walnut it 

causes a problem.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to Create a 

No Parking Zone South Walnut Street. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

regular meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay introduced legislation creating a four-way stop at Walnut and Short 

Streets.  

  

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to Create a 

Four-Way Stop at the Intersection of South Walnut Street and East Short Street. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay introduced legislation authorizing an Urban Paving Project on SR 

730.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith explained the ODOT project parameters, with paving 

extending from South Street to the corporation line at Nelson Road on State Route 730. 

There is quite a bit of full-depth repair on the project, and that part is paid at 100% by 
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the City. It has been engineered and sells in March. There will be final legislation once 

ODOT bids it out and has final numbers.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

a resolution For an Urban Paving Project to Plane and Resurface a Portion of SR 730 in 

the City of Wilmington and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

President Peterson asked that there be maps attached to the legislation when we amend 

the traffic control maps of the actual areas. I too cannot see the utility lines on the 

Dedication Plat. I would encourage the Law Director and administration to review that.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Paul Hunter asked if there was an update on cardboard recycling. He also asked if 

quarterly recycling reports could be given. Councilman Jaehnig said he thought that 

would be a good idea.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Milburn, there was no 

report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced the third readings on legislation 

previously reviewed on August 20 and September 3.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5249 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5250 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Authorizing Payment of Expenses Incurred in Prior Fiscal Year. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2429 passed as read. 
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Accepting Local Government Assistance Formula as Provided by the 

Clinton County Auditor. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2430 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the Budget 

Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax Levies and Certifying Them to the 

County Auditor.  

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2431 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Declaring it Necessary to Light the Streets, Lanes, Alleys, Lands, Squares 

and Public Places in the City of Wilmington, Ohio, with Electric Lights, and for Special 

Assessments to be Levied to Pay the Cost Thereof for the Year 2016. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2432 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Approving Liens Pursuant to §§729.49, 743.04 of the Ohio Revised Code 

and §§923.09, 929.03 and 1729.03 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Wilmington, and Declaring an Emergency (Utility delinquencies and mowing/debris 

removal fees). 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2433 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing a New Fund. 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, no; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, no.  

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5251 passed as read.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced finance legislation previously presented at the 

September 5 council meeting.  
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Accepting Various Gifts. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making Supplemental Appropriations: 

From Federal Forfeited Fund to Program Expense - $4,000.00; From State Forfeited 

Fund to Program Expense - $2,400.00; from General Fund to Indigent Burial - $750.00; 

from General Fund to Legal Advertising - $7,000.00. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: From 

Police Motor Vehicle to Education and Training - $1,200.00; from Jail and Workhouse 

to Police Incidentals - $1,500.00; from Street Improvements to Architectural and 

Engineering - $6,241.00; from Principal Payment to Interest Payments - $35,522.00; 

from Income Tax Salaries to Income Tax Incidentals - $1,000.00. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next council 

meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation raising the compensation rate for the 

positions of Auditor and Treasurer to allow them to maintain eligibility for service 

credit. Councilwoman Miller asked the Law Director if the ordinance reads that it would 

be adjusted upward in perpetuity to meet OPERS requirements for service credit, as that 

was not her intention. Law Director said that an ordinance already exists. An ordinance 

already is on the books that says that these salaries will increase.  
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Auditor David Hollingsworth said that Ohio Municipal League published what the 

Auditor received as compensation in cities of our size. We are the lowest or next to the 

lowest of any municipality in this group. The position has not received an increase in 15 

years. There is risk involved in the job and responsibilities of the job of Auditor. A 

$1500 increase keeps us in line since the state has changed its minimum requirements 

for service credit. It’s to the city’s benefit to be able to attract someone with an 

accounting background into this situation.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig expressed that a review should be done to make sure that we are 

currently following regulations.  

 

Councilwoman Miller suggested that be reviewed in Judiciary. Councilman Jaehnig said 

that was a possibility. Probably all of the elected official positions should be reviewed as 

part of the budget moving forward.  

 

Law Director –Salaries cannot be increased or decreased mid-term. None of this is going 

to in effect until the beginning of the year for anyone, and the Treasurer will not go into 

effect until 2018.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – If you remember, though, the legislation that was done in which 

we bypassed the automated increase occurred in the middle of the term.  

 

Law Director – And I’m getting to the second point. On our codified ordinances 133.23 

has on the books where it is supposed to be automatic. In 2013, that automatic increase 

was repealed. So, what is online right now has been repealed and needs to be fixed. 

However, I think what you are doing right now, puts it back into play.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – That is what I am saying, it puts it back into play for the 

Treasurer and the Auditor. I’m trying to ask council if that is what we meant to do. We 

repealed the automatic OPERS catch-up, and now with this, in section 7, we’re bringing 

it back for the Treasurer and Auditor. When I discussed it, I had not intended to do it. If 

that is what we want to do that is fine, but it was not my intention.  

 

Councilman McKay – My opinion is we leave it in there because this is going to happen 

down the road. If these salaries increase dramatically because of some OPERS 

requirement, I guess we could address it at that point, but I don’t see an issue with it 

now. If they go up $500 or a $1000, it is probably worthwhile for those two positions.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Like I said, it has been 15 years since any change was 

made by the State because there has been no increase.  

 

Councilman McKay verified that automatic increases had been repealed for all elected 

officials in the past and that this legislation would bring them back for only the Auditor 

and Treasurer. Law director Shidaker verified this.  

 

[Discussion of part time officials’ compensation] 

 

Law Director – Have you considered or discussed why some part-time elected officials 

get health insurance and all of the part-time elected officials do not? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – I have discussed that inconsistency. Knowing how fiscally 

conservative I am, most people would probably not be in favor in what I wanted to do, 

which would be to eliminate health insurance for part-time elected officials because it is 

not fair that we would provide health insurance to part-time elected officials and not our 

part-time not-elected. It feels like a double-standard.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – My view on that, whatever the two-cents is worth… 

This position, when I first took office, paid $1800. I mean, honestly, my name is out 

there floating on probably about ten or eleven million dollars’ worth of debt, if not more, 

that I, as an individual, technically am personally responsible for.  
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Councilwoman Miller – That is one of the things that I had discussed. I know that both 

of the mayor’s (the mayor elect and the mayor currently) were happy to voluntarily 

rescind. They both don’t use it. I haven’t talked to anybody else. I know the Law 

Director does not currently draw it. It wouldn’t be a decision that I wouldn’t even 

present to council  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I just look at it as being part of the compensation, which 

is still not, in my view, what somebody in this position would earn even in the public 

sector, even as a part-time position.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I have not had the discussion in committee. I have had 

conversations with the mayor and mayor elect. I am in a paradox where I tend to agree 

with David’s very valid point on his position specifically. I’m not excluding the Law 

Director or the Mayor’s value, but your specifically with yours is a payment as well. It 

will be a point of discussion, because when I did review the salary, I did read that it was 

a bit of double standard and to have an elected official have a benefit that a non-elected 

official. Whether valid or not, it is a double-standard.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – So, my understanding of the automated increase is it was needed 

in order for an elected official to qualify for retirements and has nothing to do with the 

current medical benefits.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – That is correct.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – My bigger question is, what we have effectively done over the 

last few years, besides offering health insurance currently for certain elected officials, 

we have also taken away for any retirement medical benefits from the majority of 

elected officials that are currently seated or will be seated in the future. It just seems if 

somebody puts in ten, fifteen or twenty years, I think it is more than fair compensation, 

particularly if you take out running for an elected seat, between all the different events 

and things you required to attend, my salary goes right back out the window. I think 

working toward having a medical benefit in the end is useful. If we are going to do this, I 

think we need to take a look at the rest of it too and fix it for the future as with other 

departments and other things we just push things down the road.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Let’s do the reading and then if Brenda could bring that topic up 

at our next finance meeting as one of the additional items, I would be happy to look at it.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing Compensation of Certain Elected Officials of the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio, and Repealing Ordinances in Conflict Herewith. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

President Peterson – Before we close out finance, some of these items are time-sensitive, 

so we do need to have a special council meetings next week. Special Council Meetings 

were set for Tuesday, September 22, and Thursday, September 24, at 6 p.m. 

 

President Peterson asked if any of the streets items need to be on the agenda for the 

special meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay asked that items A and D be placed on the special council agenda.  

 

Cemetery Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Mayor Riley – I met with the Clinton County Foundation. There is a fund in the Clinton 

County Foundation established by the Hales that was initially to benefit the Clinton 

Memorial Foundation, which dissolved after Clinton Memorial Hospital. In their trust, 

they established a caveat that it would then go to Clinton County Foundation to benefit 
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the cemetery. I hand-carried a proposal to them on Tuesday for $151,000 to begin 

construction of a columbarium at the cemetery. We discussed that in cemetery meetings 

in the past. I wanted to strike while the iron is hot. They need to check a few things out 

on the trust, so it is not a slam-dunk. Hopefully we will be able to do something to 

establish a way of putting cremains in the cemetery without having to buy plots or bury 

them but still provide perpetual care.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – there is a Third Friday event 

at the mural in conjunction with Wilmington College Students. Main Street Chamber 

will be having an open house at 6 p.m. I do not have the date of the Chocolate Walk yet.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – In the absence of Convener Milburn, there was no 

report.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Auditor-Treasurer 

Report – August 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Councilman Jaehnig – While we are in limbo, I would suggest the addition of an 

additional member to the Finance Committee so that they have three members that are 

able to meet, especially since we are moving into budget season.  

 

President Peterson – I will work on committee reassignments.  

 

Paul Hunter gave a presentation on fluoridation of the City’s water. The water does not 

currently provide extra fluoride in the water, and it is time for this to change. Also, the 

City of Wilmington also does not have a bulk water price in the ordinances. The price 

should be higher for bulk water. In addition, he resents the administration requirement 

that he go through the public records administrator for simple information requests. It 

makes it hard to obtain information from departments and makes it difficult to develop 

analyses.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL September 22, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in special session on Tuesday, September 22, 2015, at 

6:00 p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, absent; Miller, 

absent; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Spicer to excuse the absent members 

(Mead and Miller). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent members excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented legislation authorizing a dedication 

agreement for the Airborne Connector, originally presented at September 17 council 

meeting.  

 

Councilman Stuckert expressed that he would like to know the location of existing 

utilities prior to the legislation passing.  

 

[Discussion of Airborne Connector Project] 

 

Councilman McKay explained that the utilities would only be run in the event of future 

development and that Service Director Reinsmith would be available at the Thursday 

meeting explain the details of the agreement.  

 

President Peterson asked that a map be provider that ties together the wording in the 

agreement and the legislation.  

 

Clerk Woods verified that the council was requesting to know how many utilities, where 

they are located, and how far they will need to be run.  

 

Members of council agreed that they were ready to proceed with the second reading.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into Airborne Connector Road Phase 1 

Dedication Agreement; and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay asked that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay presented legislation for an ODOT resurfacing project on SR 730, 

originally presented at the September 17 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to give the second reading only 

on a resolution For Urban Paving Project to Plane and Resurface a Portion of SR 730 in 

the City of Wilmington and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read resolution by title only. 

 

McKay requested the third reading be on the Agenda for the next council meeting.  
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Finance Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Miller, Councilman McKay 

presented legislation making supplemental appropriations, previously reviewed at 

September 3 and September 17 council meetings. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5252 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay presented legislation accepting gifts, originally reviewed at the 

September 3 and September 17 council meetings.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked there would be a reporting back to council at some point 

during the year regarding the gifts? He further expressed that an unintended result of the 

legislation is to recognize those who provide the gifts.  

 

Clerk Woods said that it will be reviewed annually and a report could be given at that 

time.  

 

Councilman McKay said it would be passed on to the Cemetery Committee for further 

consideration.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to give the third reading only on 

a resolution Accepting Various Gifts. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Spicer to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2434 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay presented legislation making miscellaneous transfers, originally 

reviewed at the September 3 and September 17 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5253 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay presented legislation making supplemental appropriations, previous 

reviewed at the September 17 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  
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Councilman McKay presented legislation making miscellaneous transfers, previously 

reviewed at the September 17 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay introduced legislation changing the compensation of Auditor and 

Treasurer, previously reviewed at the September 17 council meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn asked for clarification on the amount of increase and asked if 

the compensation would increase automatically with OPERS changes in service credit 

requirements. McKay explained that it would increase automatically and that council 

had agreed at the last meeting that it was appropriate for the positions of Treasurer and 

Auditor to remain compliant with OPERS service credit salary requirements. 

Councilman Jaehnig clarified that if needed in the future, the automatic increase could 

be stopped.   

 

President Peterson said that it had been suggested at the last meeting that it be referred 

back to Finance to look at the entire situation from a perspective of long-term planning.   

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Establishing Compensation of Certain Elected Officials of the 

City of Wilmington, Ohio, and Repealing Ordinances in Conflict Therewith. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay presented legislation making supplemental appropriations: General 

Fund to EMS Refunds - $500.25.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Councilman McKay introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: 

Communications Contracts to Radio Maintenance - $1,200.00; Communications 

Contracts to Incidentals - $500.00; ODNR Payment to Water Treatment - $10,000.00; 

Consulting Services to Equipment Maintenance - $20,000.00.  

 

Clerk Woods explained the first two items are to clean up an earlier transfer that was 

done incorrectly. Jerry Rowlands explained that chemical bids were higher this year, so 

he needed to move some money to cover. The equipment maintenance is related to 

problems with pumps and leads in the Water Department.  

  

Councilman Jaehnig asked Jerry Rowlands about the status of tree maintenance at the 

reservoir. Rowlands explained that he had hoped to do maintenance this year but had not 

yet had an opportunity.  

  

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 
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Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the second reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Seeing no one who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL September 24, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in special session on Thursday, September 24, 2015, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, absent; Stuckert, present; Mead, absent; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Sgt. Cravens was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Milburn to excuse the absent members 

(Spicer and Mead). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent members excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

President Peterson presented amended committee assignments: Councilman Mead be 

removed and Councilwoman Milburn be added to Finance; reassign Councilman Spicer 

to the Chairperson position of the Cemetery Committee. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to accept the committee 

assignments as presented.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Committee Assignments accepted.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented the third reading authorizing the 

mayor to enter into Airborne Connector Road Phase 1 Dedication Agreement in order to 

secure the land needed to build the road connecting US 68 and Cuba Road near the 

Ahresty plant, previously presented at the September 17 and September 22 council 

meetings.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith gave an overview of the dedication plat and the existing 

utility lines for the Airborne Connector Road Phase Dedication Agreement. He 

explained the history of the project and the negotiation process for acquiring the land, 

stating that the cost of acquiring the land outright would be approximately $60,000, but 

instead, the city was agreeing to create a job-ready site sometime in the future if required 

for development.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked for an estimate of what it would cost to move the utilities in 

the future. Service Director Reinsmith said that there were a number of factors that could 

affect the cost, such as the size of utilities needed for a potential business. Councilman 

Jaehnig pointed out that if the City pays for the land outright now, it will certainly spend 

$60,000. There is a good possibility, however, that when the site is developed in the 

future, grants and other incentives could reduce the actual amount spent by the city to 

extend the utility lines.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the third reading only 

on the ordinance Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into Airborne Connector Road Phase 1 

Dedication Agreement; and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 



 2 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5254 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay presented the preliminary legislation document for the ODOT 

resurfacing project of SR 730. 

 

Service Director Reinsmith – When it is time to do the project, there will be final 

legislation with final numbers. We anticipate the cost of the project will be lower.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only 

on a resolution Adopting Preliminary Legislation for Urban Paving Project to Plane and 

Resurface a Portion of SR 730 in the City of Wilmington; and Declaring an Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig to pass the resolution as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Res. No. 2435 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation making Supplemental 

Appropriations, previously introduced at the September 17 and September 22 council 

meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5255 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous transfers, previously 

introduced at the September 17 and September 22 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5256 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation increasing the compensation for the 

positions of Auditor and Treasurer, previously presented at September 17 and September 

22 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing Compensation of Certain Elected Officials of the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio, and Repealing Ordinances in Conflict Herewith. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5257 passed as read. 
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Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making supplemental appropriations, 

previously presented at the September 22 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers, previously 

presented at the September 22 council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Clerk of Council read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

President Peterson opened the meeting to anyone who wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Randi Milburn said she had received many complaints regarding the trucks going 

through Florence Avenue. She asked for guidance on working on a solution. The trucks 

are going to Timbertech, but they are independent contractors, so Timbertech doesn’t 

necessarily control their routing. GPS is leading them down Florence Avenue.   

 

Jonathan McKay said he had also received complaints about this problem. It has been an 

ongoing problem this year. Randi Milburn added that there is a sign up that says “No 

Trucks” but the trucks are not paying attention to it. She asked if there could be an 

increased patrol presence.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith offered that he had spoken to Timbertech and they are 

proposing a second exit off of Lowes Drive to divert traffic completely off of Prairie. 

They are also sending notices to the trucking companies.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig offered to discuss the matter with the shipping department at 

Timbertech to see if they could come up with solutions involving the truck brokering 

process. 

 

Seeing no one else wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL October 1, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, October 1, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, absent; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Spicer to excuse the absent member 

(Mead).  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion to amend the agenda as follows: Add item 

13B – Legislation declaring surplus vehicle for the police department, and amending 

items 9A and 9B, changes to the traffic control map, to reflect that each piece of 

legislation now includes a map exhibit.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to amend the agenda to provide 

for the addition of item 13B and the amendment of items 9A and 9B. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Amended Agenda Accepted.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, September 17, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

special council meeting, September 22, as presented.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay presented a Notice to Legislative Authority from the Ohio 

Division of Liquor Control; Application for a New C1 Permit: 863 South Ridge Inc. dba 

Quality Food Market 7, 863 S. South Street. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay presented a Notice to Legislative Authority from the Ohio 

Division of Liquor Control; Application for a New D2 Permit: 863 South Ridge Inc. dba 

Quality Food Market 7, 863 S. South Street. 

  

Mayor - Mayor Riley presented a proclamation recognizing October 1, 2015, as Kinship 

Care Day. In addition, he announced that a free kinship care conference will be held on 

October 17, 2015, for caregivers in Clinton and Warren Counties.  

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation recognizing the month of October 2015 as 

National Disability Employment Awareness Month.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, Councilwoman 

Milburn said there was no report.  
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Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented two pieces of legislation to amend 

the traffic control map and traffic control file to create a no parking zone on South 

Walnut Street and to add a four-way stop at the intersection of South Walnut and East 

Short Street.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to 

Create a No Parking Zone on South Walnut Street, As Amended. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to 

Create a Four-Way Stop at the Intersection of South Walnut Street and East Short Street, 

As Amended. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

McKay requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig gave an update on recycling statistics. 

When the program began in 2010, the goal was 20% participation. Now, five years later, 

the participation in the program is 50%.   

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation creating a Community 

Reinvestment Area (CRA). The CRA would provide tax abatements on the increase of 

value of property due to improvements to residential property, infill construction, and 

other new construction. The length of tax abatement would be determined by a variety of 

factors: the type of improvement, the age and historical significance of the property, and 

new construction versus rehabilitation. The intent of the remodeling and rehabilitation 

must be primary home ownership rather than creating more rental properties. 

Wilmington has a 52% rental rate, while a healthy community usually runs around 35%. 

The Mayor, Taylor Stucker of Regional Planning and he have been working on the 

legislation for two years. Taylor Stuckert will attend the next meeting and will be able to 

field questions.  

 

Law Director emphasized that the legislation does not implement the CRA; it simply 

authorizes the application to the State to create a Community Reinvestment Area. The 

state would make final approval. 

 

[Discussion of Community Reinvestment Area] 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Implementing Sections 3735.65 through 3735.70 of the Ohio Revised 

Code, Establishing and Describing the Boundaries of Community Reinvestment Area in 

the City of Wilmington, Designating a Housing Officer to Administer the Program, and 

Creating a Community Reinvestment Housing Council and a Tax Incentive Review 

Council. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second reading be on the agenda for the next council meeting.  
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Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation granting assistance in the form of a revolving 

loan fund to Nelson Machine Products. He explained that the application had been 

through revolving loan fund committee and judiciary committee twice and they had 

voted to recommend to council going forward with the loan. The money would allow her 

to stabilize the existing business. This would be for operating fund assistance, and 

equipment from the business would be used as collateral. The city will be in a first 

position on the equipment lien.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing Loan Assistance Through the Revolving Loan Fund 

(UDAG) to Nelson Machine Products, Inc.; and Declaring an Emergency. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, 

yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2436 passed as read. 

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented legislation accepting a Safety 

Intervention Grant for a cot and stair chair for the Fire Department. The grant application 

was approved earlier in the year.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Accepting a Safety Intervention Grant from the Ohio Bureau of Workers 

Compensation for the Purchase of a Cot and Stair Chair; and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2437 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Spicer introduced legislation declaring a vehicle in the Police Department 

as surplus.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Declaring Surplus Property, to Wit: Police Vehicle Valued at More than 

$1000, and Authorizing the Sale of Said Vehicle. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, 

yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 
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President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2438 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation making supplemental 

appropriations, previously reviewed at the September 22 and September 24 council 

meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5258 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers, previously 

reviewed at the September 22 and September 24 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5259 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations: From 

the Emergency Ambulance Fund to Capital Equipment - $35,762.67; From the Fire/Ems 

Fund to Capital Equipment - $17,403.13.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, 

yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, 

yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5260 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller opened the 2016 budget discussion.  

 

Mayor Riley asked Auditor David Hollingsworth to give an overview of the budget.   

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth I am in the process of preparing a supplement to this that 

will give more information about the current year’s budget in comparison to the 2016 

budget. Projected revenues for next year: 4.5 million in income tax as opposed to $4.3 

million in 2015. I highlighted three changes: The income tax revenue is going up 

$200,000. The building permits had projected $87,500 for 2015. We are backing that 

down to $50,000, which is a reduction of $37,000. We have received our last payment 

from Union Township, which will reduce our contract revenue by $143,000. The 

revenue is basically a wash when you take what we are projecting as an increase in 

income tax revenue and what we are reducing in our building permits and what we are 
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losing in contracts. Our cash balance at the end of September of this year is $1.8 million. 

Last year it was $2.8 million. We are in line with what we have discussed extensively. I 

thought twice about how much information I want to prepare for the budget because I 

feel like I gave you more information than you needed when we took a look back at the 

end of May. At that time, I did a comparison all the way back to 2006. There was a lot of 

work put into that and it kind of died on the vine, but I will do whatever you want me to 

do.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – What you said you were preparing sounds good.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I just hope it points out what I’ve been saying for a 

while. We have a revenue problem and not necessarily a spending problem.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – How much did the budget increase this year? 

 

Mary Kay Vance – On the budget of 2016 over 2015, there’s an increase of 

approximately $441,000. If you’ve looked at the detail in there, please remember that 

there is a line in there that says street paving that has almost $350,000, which are the 

Truesdell, Rails to Trails, and Ahresty Connector projects that you have approved and 

worked on. Of that $441,000, about $350,000 would be the line item for street paving. 

You’re really looking at about a $94,000 difference between what you passed in 2015 

and what you have today.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Here is my concern as we are looking at the budget. Our 

shortfall is going to be around $1.3 million. I’m not sure what you are going to cut to 

wipe that out. Even if you are able to cut out $1.3 million, it only gets you back to even. 

It still doesn’t give you any money to do street paving or anything else that needs to be 

done in the city. So, really, you’re looking at more than a $1.3 million deficit if you want 

to do anything. I don’t know what else to say.  

 

Mayor Riley – My hat goes off to every employee in the city, but especially the 

supervisors. The enterprise funds have done well. Braden has been very innovative by 

taking plans he has developed and implementing them. The enterprise fund of landfill 

and garbage pickup is doing well. Jerry and Harry are doing a good job in their 

departments. They are operating as an enterprise. They are making enough money to pay 

their staff and keep expanding and keep doing the things they need to do and set aside 

some because we know that there can be potential liabilities. If the EPA comes down on 

Harry with new criteria and requirements, he has a little money to take care of that. The 

increase that we gave Jerry this past year has helped a lot. It has not been the full answer, 

but it has taken the heat off of him. Where we’re looking for any type of balance for the 

whole city budget would have to come from the non-enterprise fund.  Basically, you’re 

looking at administration, police, fire and streets. I believe we cut over $300,000 in 

administration the first year I was in office, mainly through not replacing people who left 

or replacing them at a much lower rate. Basically, it comes down to what desks should 

be empty and what can the city do without. In looking over the organizational charts and 

the services provided by all the departments, they are doing a bang-up job in providing 

services. I appreciate everything they are doing. It would be really, really difficult as a 

citizen to say we can do without police and fire. Denny has been getting along on a 

shoestring or less for the past few years. I applauded council when you made the 

decision earlier this year to supplement his budget so we could do paving. I agree with 

David completely. We do not have a spending problem; we have a revenue problem. We 

have been getting a little more revenues, employment has been up, and we have a fairly 

bright future. PC Connections is moving into the city. ATSG is doing great. We have a 

new Pepsi distributorship. Things are looking up, but that doesn’t make up for the losses 

we have had, particularly from the Federal and State governments. Governor Kasich has 

done a great job in balancing the state’s budget and reducing taxes, but it has been 

balanced on the backs of the villages, cities and township governments who do not get 

the revenues they used to get from the states. They are bringing in less money. It does 

impact cities negatively. As soon as we take a few steps forward with job creation, we 

get knocked back a couple of steps because of an absolute absence of local government 

funding. Those casino revenues that were supposed to be spread out across the state stop 

at the county commissioners’ office. They collected $400,000 thousand this year. There 
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is some sharing that has not happened. We need to work together and work with other 

communities. We need to look at revenues. If we want to come up with a paving 

program that can be implemented, we should be on a regular program. We cannot budget 

and do that without revenues for the Streets Department. There are many things that we 

want to do but we cannot because we just don’t have the money. We would like to 

implement some traffic softening to make the city more pedestrian friendly, but it takes 

money. I think it is time for the city to go to the citizens and say, “This is where we’re at. 

This is what happening, and would you be in favor of a 0.5% earnings tax increase to 

bring in the money that we need to make this city absolutely beautiful?”  

 

Councilwoman Miller – So are you going to prepare something to present to council? 

 

Mayor Riley – I have already talked to Brian about getting something ready to consider. 

It is nothing that we are going to pass. It is something that we give to the voters to 

consider. Let them say they want to move forward with projects and vote for it. 

Honestly, even if we could pass an earnings tax increase without voter approval, I would 

not want council to do that. I want the citizens to drive the process. The citizens need to 

be behind it completely.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – When would be able to see that come through? 

 

Mayor Riley – I would like to have it ready for the primary next year, which means we 

would move on it fairly quickly.  

 

Councilman McKay – Do you mean when would you have the legislation ready for 

council? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – Yes.  

 

Mayor Riley – We’re working on it now. I asked Brian a week or two ago about getting 

something ready for council, so it’s in the works now.  

 

Councilman McKay – I believe we have talked about a 25% carryover, it looks like this 

budget will have only a 10-15% carryover.  

 

Mary Kay Vance – At the end of 2016, it might be less than 5% if you don’t do 

something. Running the numbers, it is not pretty.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Short of getting rid of departments or getting rid people, 

we have done everything we can. We can refinance some outstanding debt in 2017, but 

that only affects the Water Department. We have refinanced everything we can. Unless 

somebody else has another idea, I think we have done.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Did we say we ended up with a carryover of around 35% or 

something? 

 

Mayor Riley – We were bumping 35% during the year.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – So we have gone from 35% to 15%? 

 

Mary Kay Vance – That was the year before you were at 35%. Last year it was right 

around 23%.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig –  One of the issues we don’t want to accept is the game changed. 

One of the philosophies I have been told is that the communities should be responsible 

for themselves. You shouldn’t be taxing the entire state to support certain communities. 

If we lower the state taxes and put the responsibility back in the communities’ hands, 

then the communities can decide what type of community they want to be. We saw the 

first part of that with the reduction of the state taxes, but we have not done any 

adjustments in our community.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – David’s analysis showed that very well.  
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Councilwoman Milburn – I understand that we have a problem and it is not looking 

good. At the same time, I have been in the situation where my husband has been 

unemployed and I didn’t knock on my boss’ door and said can I please have some more 

money because we have a depletion of funds. I’m all for looking at a tax increase if that 

is what we absolutely have to do, but I don’t feel like we’ve exhausted every effort yet, 

and I want to exhaust every effort.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – What other effort do you think we have not exhausted? 

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I don’t know. I don’t have the answers right now, but wish we 

could come up with anything else.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I think we all wish that.  

 

Councilman McKay – We will be able to review this in finance and have a spirited 

debate in council. I welcome a proactive approach. We may have kicked the can down 

the road as far as we can.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – After David’s presentation, it didn’t die on the vine. I don’t 

know where else I can kick the can.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I think we have to address it sooner rather than later 

because you can’t wait until you are in fiscal emergency and then say you should have 

done something.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I think we waited to offset, thinking that we were going to get 

some other revenue and it didn’t happen.  

 

Councilman Spicer – You probably have seen in the paper that the fire department has 

asked for some part-time people. We have a major problem down there. It is time we 

address it. They need some people down there to respond. We are looking at part-time 

people which we can get three for the price of one. His overtime costs are out of the 

ballpark. He needs to get those costs down. Part of the expenditure can be offset, but it is 

not going to cover all of it. The greatest problem that we face now is citizens being 

adequately protected. It’s not if we get the big one, it is when we get the big one. I would 

not want to be Chief right now. I have asked him to amend his budget to reflect what he 

is trying to do. We have to address it. 

 

Councilwoman Miller asked Auditor David Hollingsworth when the other worksheets 

would be done. He said he would have them to them before the next council meeting. He 

said he providing something that showed the revenue stream for the General Fund and 

where those monies end up moving to, showing all the special Enterprise Funds and 

what money they receive in levies and what has to be supplemented out of the General 

Fund to support those. 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth - I’ve said this before and I will say it again…I have lived 

here most of my life. I don’t mind paying a little extra because I know where it is going. 

I think we sometimes get a little bit confused when we look at what goes on at the 

federal level and the state level. I would much rather give a half percent back to the city 

of Wilmington than an additional half a percent to the federal or the state, because I 

don’t know what social program that is going to fund.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – We need to have a plan B, because we are assuming, even if 

we do give it to residents, it is going to pass, because there is a high likelihood it will 

not.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Maybe that should be our plan now.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I think if it does not pass, you are going to have to take a 

hard look at the departments.  
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Mayor Riley – This budget is the plan.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Eighty-five percent of what we spend it personnel 

related. We are service industry. It is going to affect services in some way.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – We can look at this two ways. We have the opportunity to set it 

up to turn the community over to a mayor who, to be honest, is used to building things. 

If we set it up properly and move it forward and give him the funds, I would love to see 

what he could do with building and improving this community. If we don’t go down this 

road, the other half of jobs and construction is tearing things down. If we don’t give him 

the funds to do it, then over the next four years, his job is going to be to slowly but 

surely take apart the city. Those are the two choices we are down to. We either have to 

make the decision to move forward to give him the things he needs to make this a great 

community or we have to understand that his job is to be slowly take apart the 

community to live on the budget that we have. There are no other options.  

  

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I don’t want to go over each department’s budget unless 

you have specific questions.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – We were offered the opportunity – I didn’t ask for the 

department heads, the mayor did.  

 

Mayor Riley – I love having these guys here because they’re the experts.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I don’t want you guys to feel like we aren’t using you. I don’t 

know that council…we don’t have our worksheets yet and we’re not prepared to… 

 

Mayor Riley – My feeling on this is what you have tonight and what our conversation 

has been tonight, it is October 1. This is first-glance material. This is just step one. In 

looking at more cuts or more cuts, we have tightened belts throughout the city for four 

years. The only other cuts that can be made are safety services. I have had citizens come 

up to me and say if we let the police department go, then the sheriff by law has to cover 

the city. But who wants to really do that? I was speaking to Drew Hastings on Monday 

from Hillsboro. They no longer have a life squad or fire department and they are 

depending on Paint Creek as part of a joint fire district. Is that what we want to do? I 

don’t think so, but those are the only other possibilities out there.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – Even if we do that, we still can’t pay for the streets.  

 

Mayor Riley – You’re absolutely right.  

 

Councilwoman Miller closed the discussion of the 2016 budget.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – There is a ribbon cutting at 

Strength and Dignity Clothing on October 3 at 10 a.m., the Chocolate Walk is October 

16, Downtown Trick or Treat is October 24, and Dancing with the Stars is October 24 at 

the Murphy Theatre.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Randi Milburn had no report.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, there was no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Income Tax Report – 

September 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Reports accepted as presented. 
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President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Councilman Spicer said that he had heard complimentary comments about the care and 

maintenance of Sugar Grove Cemetery from a former board member.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem McKay declared the meeting adjourned.  

 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL October 15, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, October 15, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, absent; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Miller to excuse the absent member 

(Mead).  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, October 1, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last special meeting, September 24, as presented.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley introduced Bekah Muchmore from Main Street Wilmington.  

 

Bekah Muchmore, Executive Director of Main Street Wilmington, gave an update on the 

organization. She handed out a brochure regarding Main Street Wilmington. In 

particular, she mentioned business development efforts, event planning, business-to-

business communication through Main Street Mingle, and focus on historic preservation. 

She discussed with councilmembers downtown living spaces and that Main Street 

Wilmington is a source for businesses who may want to relocate in the downtown. 

Upcoming events include Downtown Trick or Treat on October 24 from 1:00 to 3:00 

and the Chocolate Walk tomorrow. Mayor Riley added that the Main Street office is on 

the southwest corner of Mulberry and Main. 

 

Jeff Walls, Coordinator of the Clinton County Solid Waste Management District – 

Presented an overview of upcoming grant opportunities available through CCSWMD.  

 

Paul Hunter mentioned that the cardboard recycling program was doing well and asked 

if the CCSWD could get the city another bailer. Jeff Walls replied that a new bailer may 

qualify through the EPA grant.  

 

Randy Riley gave an update on the Hope Over Heroin event on the past weekend. An 

estimated 2000-3000 people each night. The Murphy Theatre had the Operation 

Cherrybend event. This well-attended event focused on veterans’ needs. Next week on 

October 20, there is an event for an expansion to the Sports Sciences facility at 

Wilmington College. The expansion, proposed by Lisa Parlette would be an indoor track 

and field space. Lisa’s daughter, Jenna, was a Wilmington College cross country athlete 

who died nearing the end of a race. The facility would be built in her honor.  

  

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 



 2 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. – In the absence of Chairperson Mead, there was no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay noted that a large water leak was located in the 

city. Mayor Riley said the leak was in the area near Wal-Mart and the Elks and had now 

been repaired.  

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented legislation on amending the traffic 

control map to create a no-parking zone on Walnut near Sugartree, previously reviewed 

at the September 17 and October 1 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the third reading only on 

the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control file to Create a 

No Parking Zone on South Walnut Street, as Amended. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5261 passed as read. 

 

Councilman McKay presented legislation amending the traffic control map to create a 

four-way stop at the intersection of South Walnut Street and Short Street, , previously 

reviewed at the September 17 and October 1 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the third reading only 

on the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to 

Create a Four-Way Stop at the Intersection of South Walnut Street and East Short Street, 

as Amended. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5262 passed as read. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation to establish a 

Community Reinvestment Area, previously reviewed at the October 1 council meeting. 

He opened the floor to questions for Taylor Stuckert, Director of Clinton County 

Regional Planning. Seeing no discussion, he called for the second reading.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading 

only on the ordinance Implementing Sections 3735.65 through 3735.70 of the Ohio 

Revised Code, Establishing and Describing the Boundaries of Community Reinvestment 

Area in the City of Wilmington, Designating a Housing Officer to Administer the 

Program, and Creating a Community Reinvestment Housing Council and a Tax 

Incentive Review Council. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer reported that the Fire Department held an Open 

House over the weekend.  
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Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making supplemental 

appropriations: From the UDAG Fund to Nelson Machine - $35,000.00 to disburse a 

revolving loan; From Probation Services Fund to Probation Capital Equipment - 

$17,110.00 for a new vehicle; from Community Corrections Funds to Project Expenses - 

$20,000.00 to appropriate grant money; From General Fund to Consultant IT - $2,000.00 

to cover merging IT services in the City.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, 

yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5263 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: From Taxi 

Vehicle Fuel to Advertising - $200.00; From Municipal Supplies to Other Professional 

Services – $400.00 for interpreter services; from Communications Office Supplies to 

Siren Maintenance - $1200.00 and from Communication Education and Training to 

Siren Maintenance - $500.00 to repair the nonfunctioning sirens; from Public Safety 

Network Expense to Consultant IT - $3510.00 for merging IT services in the City; from 

Direct Deductions to Note-NBT/Honeywell - $10.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, 

yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5264 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced discussion of the 2016 budget. She opened the floor to 

questions.  

 

Councilman Stuckert stated that based on his calculations, the estimated revenue for the 

General Fund is just over $10 million and expenses appear to be around $9 million, so 

there should be $1 million left over.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth said the actual General Fund revenue is $7,783,509, which 

does not include permissive tax since that does not go through the General Fund. This 

means your current expenditures are going to exceed your current revenues.  

 

Councilman Stuckert asked if this meant the city would be in the red, and Auditor David 

Hollingsworth explained that there was a carryover to protect from that happening.  
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Councilman Stuckert asked for clarification on why the money in the special funds was 

not included in the revenue. Auditor David Hollingsworth explained that those funds 

essentially break even and do not generate any extra revenue.  

 

Mayor Riley encouraged councilmembers to call David Hollingsworth, Mary Kay Vance 

or Brenda Woods with specific questions.  

 

Councilman McKay asked if a first reading was anticipated at the next meeting. 

Councilwoman Miller answered that if council would support a first reading, she would 

happily move forward. She further asked if there were any objections to bringing the 

first reading on the next agenda.  

 

Councilman Stuckert said he would like to do more work. Councilwoman Miller said 

that he had two weeks to do that work, but the first reading would be on the agenda for 

the next meeting.  

 

Mayor Riley – I know it’s referred to as the mayor’s budget. It is actually the 

administration’s budget and David, with his financial background and his abilities as a 

CPA, the information comes from David and Mary Kay. Brenda helps tremendously. 

I’m not taking credit for it. 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – On the revenue side in 2016, the income tax across the 

state of Ohio is going to become uniform and they are changing all of the due dates, both 

for estimated tax payments, payroll tax deposits, and the actual due dates of the returns. 

In 2016, the last quarter payment that we normally get in January, is now going to be due 

in December. We will have an influx of revenues, but it would be misleading if we 

changed the budget, because this revenue will be collected one month before we 

normally would. So, what we are going to collect in 2016 will be short in 2017, just for 

that one year. I just wanted to give you that alert. If you see that the revenues are more 

than we budgeted just keep that in mind and don’t think it’s necessarily from increase 

income tax collections.  

 

Councilman McKay –I am very happy to see that there isn’t really a lot of change in the 

appropriation figures from one year to the next. That tells me that everybody has worked 

very hard to try to bring everything to a number that hopefully we can all agree.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth –I will alert you that we are eating into the reserve. As I 

mentioned, we have exhausted about every means that we can as far as cutting, 

refinancing and things of that nature.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay had no report.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn announced that there was a 

meeting on Monday at 5:30.   

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Auditor Treasurer 

Report – September 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   
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Diana Allen, 1686 Woodside Drive – Presented concerns regarding the Utility Billing 

Department late fee process. She stated that she received an excessively high utility bill 

and dropped the payment for it in the night drop box after 4 p.m. On the next bill, she 

received a late fee. The ordinance states that it is a two-day grace period but does not list 

a time.  

 

Law Director Shidaker – In my opinion, that late fee should be waived. If the time is to 

be set at 4 p.m., council needs to include that in the ordinance.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig offered that if the bill was excessively high, someone should come 

out and check the meter.  

 

Diane Allen stated that she tried to get a refund on the late fee from the Utility Billing 

Department but they refused. She called the Attorney General and they required Utility 

Billing to refund the late fee. Upon the advice of the Attorney General, she paid her next 

bill during the grace period after 4 p.m. to see if another late fee was applied. This time, 

there is a sign that states that you must remit by 4, but it is still not in the ordinance. She 

was charged once again with the late fee.  

 

Mayor Riley said he believed if the payment is in the office by 8 a.m. the next morning, 

it should be considered to fall under the grace period. Russ Burton offered that the Board 

of Control meets on Monday and that he would make a motion to correct the situation 

and give her money back.  

 

Mayor Riley said that the excessive water use should be checked into. Councilman 

McKay asked that Brian Shidaker give guidance at the next Water Committee meeting 

regarding the ordinance and the policy.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

President of Council declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL November 5, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, November 5, 2015, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Council Member, First 

Ward – Vacant; Miller, present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Councilmember, First Ward seat vacant due to the passing of Councilman Robert Mead 

on October 23, 2015.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

President Pro Tem noted the passing of Council Member Bob Mead and asked that he 

and his family be remembered during the moment of silence.  

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, October 15, 2015, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley welcomed Kym Parks from the United Way.  

 

Kym Parks, Director of the United Way thanked the councilmembers, mayor and the 

employees for their continued support of United Way through the payroll deduction 

program. She gave an overview of the agencies served by the United Way. She 

presented a proclamation of appreciation to the City of Wilmington from the Board of 

Directors of the United Way of Clinton County.     

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation for Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.  

 

Mayor Riley introduced Director of Wilmington Transit Phil Floyd. Mr. Floyd presented 

information regarding an upcoming event at the Transit Department. The Ohio 

Department of Transportation called and requested to come to the facility on Charles 

Street to announce to the state media that ODOT has received a very significant grant 

that will not only benefit the Wilmington Transit System but all rural transit systems 

throughout Ohio. He invited all council members and anyone else who would like to 

attend the announcement at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, November 6.   

 

Mayor Riley – The fact that ODOT wants to come to Wilmington is a testament to your 

leadership and the excellence of our transit system.  

 

Mayor Riley – Sue Walker, John Walker’s wife, asked me to remind everyone about the 

smoke detectors in your home. The American Red Cross is giving away smoke 

detectors. If you want one, call Sue Walker at (937) 302-8603. She also needs volunteers 

to install smoke detectors.  

 

Mayor Riley – MC Sports will be opening its new sports store on Rombach Avenue in 

Meadow Park. They will be having their grand opening tomorrow. G&J Pepsi opened a 

new distributorship in Wilmington with 50-plus new employees. At the Air Park, Delta 

Airlines landed one of their jets for repair. AMES has acquired a contract with Delta and 

will be servicing a large number of the aircraft. They should be hiring more people as 

well.   
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Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth announced that his Department received the 

Auditor of State Award for recognition of the City’s clean audit reports. He recognized 

Deputy Director Mary Kay Vance, and staff members Barbara Ross and Tammy Plas.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Asset, Acquisition and Use. – Councilperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay – The City leaf pickup program has begun in 

the southwest quadrant of the City. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig asked that the legislation establishing a CRA 

(Community Reinvestment Area) be postponed until an informational meeting can be 

held with the local schools.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to postpone the third reading on 

legislation establishing a Community Reinvestment Area until the next council meeting.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation updating the Income Tax Code to come into 

compliance with state regulations. These are new rules regarding the procedures of filing 

income tax and processing returns.  

 

Tax Commissioner Marque Jones explained that the new rules are designed to bring 

conformity to municipal tax codes throughout the state.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked if there were changes in the code that would have a 

significant effect on the citizens. Auditor David Hollingsworth explained that the 

changes in due date of tax payments he mentioned at a previous council meeting only 

will affect those making estimated tax payments. In addition, some employers may have 

to remit withholdings monthly rather than quarterly. Marque Jones added that the 

legislation outlines the role of a Board of Review in the review of tax issues. It will be 

important that this board be composed of individuals that understand the tax collection 

process.  

  

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Adding Chapter 172, Income Tax Effective January 1, 2016, to the 

Codified Ordinances of the City of Wilmington, Ohio, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig introduced legislation to authorize a grant contract with ODOT in 

order for the Transit Department to purchase vehicles.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into Contract with the Ohio Department 

of Transportation for the Ohio Section 4310, Specialized Transportation Program; and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 
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Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2439 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig thanked Director of Transit Phil Floyd for his excellent work.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented legislation authorizing an agreement 

with Adams Township for fire and ambulance services. This contract is for a slightly 

higher dollar amount than the previous one.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on a 

resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into an Agreement with the Board of Trustees 

of Adams Township for the Provision of Fire and Emergency Ambulance Service for 

2016-2017. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation making supplemental 

appropriations: Municipal Court Fund to Equipment Maintenance - $1,000.00 for a 

copier payment. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5265 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: Vehicle 

Fuel to Vehicle Maintenance in the Police Department - $3,000.00; Vehicle Fuel to 

Maintenance Contracts for body cameras in the Police Department - $4,050.00; Director 

of Law Salaries to Victim Witness Salary – Grant - $323.12; Auditor-Data Processing to 

Auditor Accounting and Auditing - $1,669.00.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked Chief Weyand how many cameras he was getting and how 

long they last. Chief Weyand answered that they would be getting two cameras and he 

would assume they would last several years.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked for clarification on the transfer from the Law Director 

salaries, and Deputy Auditor Mary Kay Vance explained the process.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   
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Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, 

yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5266 passed as read.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation for the 2016 Budget.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – We passed legislation to increase the Treasurer’s Salary to 

$12,000 and the budget only reads $10,500. Clerk Woods explained that the increase in 

the Treasurer’s salary does not go into effect in 2016.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – I will not vote in positive on a million dollar deficit. This is the 

2016 budget. There will be changes in 2016 that will impact salary lines and a number of 

different items. I would like to have the chance to try to get with our mayor-elect and see 

what some of those changes might be to chop away at that deficit.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked Councilman Stuckert if he wanted to have a conversation 

with the mayor-elect prior to voting. Councilman Stuckert said that he would, if other 

councilmembers were in favor of postponing the vote until the next session. Councilman 

Jaehnig stated that the mayor-elect would not be available until the beginning of 

December, and Councilman Stuckert answered that he was in voice communication with 

him. Councilwoman Miller asked if Councilman Stuckert was intending to have a 

private conversation with the mayor-elect or if he wanted him to attend council and 

present his ideas. Councilman Stuckert answered that his intention was to have a private 

conversation with him. Councilwoman Milburn said that she would like to be privy to 

any conversation that pertains to budget cuts.  

 

[Discussion of budget]  

 

Mayor Riley stated that the budget is a fluid document and the mayor-elect could make 

changes in the next year if he chooses. Councilwoman Miller asked Councilwoman 

Milburn if she wanted to postpone the vote and she said that she did not. She reiterated 

that she would like to be involved in any conversations that would affect next year’s 

budget.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – It is interesting that we are talking about having a conversation to 

determine what kind of cuts might occur with someone who hasn’t even sat in the seat 

yet and done any of the work to truly understand what may need to be done and what 

may not need to be done. We talk about not rushing into things and not making quick 

decisions yet we are rushing to receive advice from someone who is not yet in office.  

 

Councilman Spicer – I don’t know if that is rushing into it. I would like to have some 

more information because I think his input is going to be valuable.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – We had a conversation two weeks ago and this wasn’t asked for 

then. I am surprised that this wasn’t requested two weeks ago.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth stated that nobody has ever contacted his office to ask for 

clarification on anything regarding the budget or to ask for specific changes. Councilman 

Stuckert stated that the bottom line is everyone put out campaign literature that stated a 

position of balancing spending to revenue. Councilman McKay and Councilman Jaehnig 

pointed out that their campaign literature never said that.  

 

Councilwoman Miller expressed that she would like people to provide specific budget 

cutting solutions rather than just state that other opportunities should be explored. If 

anyone has ideas, she asked that they come forth. Come to the Finance Committee 

meeting and tell her where they would like to make cuts.  

 



 5 

Auditor David Hollingsworth said that he had a conversation with Mr. Brausch, who 

also wrote a letter to the editor. In his letter to the editor he said you would have to 

eliminate 29 positions to balance the budget. Even if you change three or four positions 

around, you are not going to come up with a million-two or a million-three that we are 

projecting that we are going to have as a deficit for the current year. I applaud you for 

trying to make cuts, but we have done that for the last how many years? And then we 

always get down to the last hour and then somebody wants to make a change. But 

nobody asks any questions until then. Then we want to make changes or we want to 

make cuts, but nobody has a plan.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I believe the mayor-elect has talked to the auditor’s office and 

he did understand. I believe he has made contact.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – No he has not. He has not called me.  

 

Mayor Riley – I met with the mayor-elect for two hours today. There was no concern 

expressed on his part at all about the budget. We danced around several issues that will 

be coming up next year, things that he is looking at as a priority…some of his plans for 

next year, and there was nothing at all mentioned in the entire two hours about the 

budget. Bottom line, Mayor-Elect Stanforth has to have a budget to get started. I have 

pointed out many, many times that it is a fluid document. There will be appropriations, 

new money coming in, expenses we did not plan for. It is flexible document. He has to 

have a budget in order to get started. If he had any concerns, I would have certainly 

expected him to ask me about it or expressed it to me today during our long conversation 

and it didn’t happen.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I agree with Randy. I think the spreadsheet you gave us a 

while back was very self-explanatory. You went into a lot of detail with it, and I 

appreciate that. I have yet to see us black and white stick to any budget. We move it 

around. It’s a fluid document.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if there was further discussion regarding the budget.  

 

Councilman Stuckert said that he thought it was important to have a Plan B in place in 

the event that a tax increase goes on the ballot and does not pass. He stated that the 

choice is not between doing things the way we are doing them or cut services. There is a 

third alternative of thinking of different ways to deliver those services. We have budgets 

that are millions of dollars that involve services that if you had to do it, could be 

delivered differently and you would automatically reestablish another million dollars in 

the budget.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the discussion up to the audience for two-minutes.  

 

Mike Mendelstein – 1006 W. Locust Street – Council should pass the budget and let the 

mayor-elect have a document he can work with. If cuts need to be made, then he can do 

that at the beginning of the year.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Appropriations for Current Expenses and Other Expenses and 

Other Expenditures of the City of Wilmington, Ohio During the Fiscal Year Ending 

December 31, 2016. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, no; Stuckert, no; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the second reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting and 

noted that she would be absent for the next meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Spicer had no report.  
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Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay turned the report over to 

Councilman Jaehnig. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig presented an update on the upcoming Holidazzle Event scheduled 

for November 28, the Saturday after Thanksgiving. He thanked the DP&L Foundation 

for their support. This is the ninth year for the event. Santa will come to town differently, 

as always. As in years past, there will be children’s activities, wallabies, the community 

band, and Merry Tuba Christmas. Councilman Jaehnig thanked the city employees and 

the safety services for their help putting on the event. Main Street Wilmington will be 

having a window decoration contest with a Star Wars theme this year.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn – The parks received a donation 

of a hundred daffodil bulbs and they are looking for volunteers to plant those before the 

frost kicks in. They are still working at the play-scape at Stuckey Farm. The Wilmington 

College volunteers will be back on November 7 to finish or work more on that.  

 

Service Director – In the absence of Service Director Reinsmith, there was no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Spicer that the Income Tax Report – 

October 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Mayor Riley  - We have talked about this and have danced around it. If there was any 

interest in getting anything on the ballot for the March primary, that would have to get to 

the Board of Elections by the 9th or the 16th of December. I would shoot for the 9th if we 

are going to do anything. In my conversation with John today, we didn’t discuss any 

budget issues, but I did talk to him about the taxes. Everyone understands, I hope, these 

fine folks up here cannot increase your taxes – your property tax through a levy or the 

earnings tax or income tax. We can present the information to the Board of Elections to 

put it on the ballot and then it’s up to the citizens to decide if they value a service enough 

to pay for that. In talking with Mayor-Elect John Stanforth, he recognizes that we have a 

tight budget. We do not have a deficit budget as by law, we cannot have a deficit budget. 

We have a certificate of estimated resources, which we have to budget to, and we have 

done that again. I flat-out asked him if he had any interest in us working to have 

something ready for the March primary. After a little reflection, he said he would like to 

look at it first. I told him the next opportunity to get it before the voters would be in the 

general election next year and he was much more comfortable with that. I did do some 

looking. The City of Wilmington obviously has a 1% earnings tax. In looking at every 

municipality in the state that has any earnings tax at all, the average is 1.39%. So, we are 

certainly below the average, and I see that as being a good thing. We don’t want to tax 

people unless we absolutely have to. I am proud of the fact that we have gotten through 

four years of Riley administration. We have struggled, we have hurt, we have brought in 

new jobs. We have done everything that we can, but we have not raised taxes. It is 

something that at some point, you have to at least talk about and consider it. We could 

go to the committees to talk about it, but I would much rather talk about it in front of 

everybody and give everybody a chance to talk about these issues. Just because we’re 

.39 percent than everybody else, I actually see that as a great thing…that our taxes are 

significantly lower than the average. I also looked at information on the Ohio 

Department of Taxation. There are 817 communities listed with their taxes. I tried to 

pick communities that are somewhat similar to us. The average for those communities 

near us in southwest Ohio is 1.617%. I also threw in Cincinnati and Dayton since those 

are the two large municipalities close to us. Cincinnati is currently 2.21% tax and 

Dayton is 2.25% tax. That is information for your consideration. I urge council as you 

are thinking about this. Go on the Ohio Department of Taxation website and see what 

other cities are doing. We are to the point that if we are going to cut more…you are 
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looking at cutting people and services. If you don’t talk about it, all of sudden it is going 

to creep up on you and you will have lost your opportunity. I think this is the forum 

where it should be discussed.  

 

[Discussion of scheduling review of tax increase/tax levy options] 

 

Councilman Jaehnig asked what the effective date would be. Auditor David 

Hollingsworth answered that his experience with cities that pass it mid-term, it is usually 

a blended rate that goes into effect for that year. Marque Jones stated that the larger 

companies would have a push-back if you tried to retroact income tax because it would 

affect their withholdings.  

 

Councilman Stuckert directed a question to the Law Director - Can you assure us that 

you can put an earnings increase on the ballot, have it be defeated, and not lose your 

current earnings tax? Law Director Shidaker answered that if it is worded correctly, the 

city would not lose its current earnings tax.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay – As Mayor Riley said, it has to go to the citizens. I think it 

would be shortsighted and arrogant on our part to make the decision not to do it without 

letting the citizens have input. We’re only seven people up here. There are 12,000 

citizens out there that live in the city, drive our streets, use our water, etc.  I am 100% for 

putting something on the ballot and let them decide.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn asked for clarification on waiving 1% of taxes when you work 

in a different jurisdiction. How does that work if the tax rate was increased to 1.5%.  

Marque Jones explained that we give credit and it would need to be written into the new 

legislation.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay – Our earnings tax are only on earned income – not 

retirement and other things. The downside of a property tax is that it affects our 

homeowners. The other thing I will say, if we would go an earnings tax route, I would 

put it in effect for no more than five years and then see where we are.  

 

[Discussion of taxes] 

 

President Pro Tem McKay – The City would not be in the shape it is in if the state 

government had not decreased its share to local government. It is forcing the local 

jurisdictions to raise taxes. Councilman Jaehnig stated that the basic premise was instead 

of the state collecting taxes and then giving it back to the communities, the communities 

could have control on their taxation and the services they wish to fund. The state made 

their move, but at the local level, jurisdictions have not made the adjustment yet. At 

some point, it is going to have to happen. How long do we wait before we give them 

their say?  

 

Paul Hunter – I want to pay that tax. I drive the streets more than I did when I was 

working. We have an obligation. If you look at the data from 2010 until now, council 

and the administration have really pared down our budget: 26% reduction in payroll for 

an example. Council can say they have done their part. The citizens have an obligation.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Even if you could balance the budget for revenues for 

the current year and eliminate the million-two deficit, you still don’t have any money to 

do anything. We have used the reserves from last year. Last year there was a million 

dollar deficit in the budget, of which some people voted no. And then right after the first 

of the year, some of those people who voted no made a proposal to make a supplemental 

of a half a million dollars to pave streets, with no plan on how you are going to replace 

that money. The streets needed to be paved; no argument with that. But there was no 

plan in place. What are you going to do moving forward? 

 

Councilman Stuckert – We also stopped the wage freeze and restored everything at one 

time, which also cost us five hundred and some thousand dollars. We were told that we 

had to do it. If we had the money to do that, then asking for a few dollars for starting to 

repave our streets would not be what put us in the position we are in. We do not talk 
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about that incident at all. There are other things that we could have a conversation about 

but we don’t. I could go back and talk about when we wanted to reduce our HR costs, 

which the county gets for $50,000 a year and we started with about 90. We were 

villainized. The conversation has the tendency to go away when you get the kind of 

reactions that you get around here when you talk about actually changing the way you 

deliver service. There are other things that would have to be talked about too.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig- Loren, I think you made a good point…in the last few years, 

council has frittered away their opportunities by arguing. It is time for us to stop arguing 

about it and let the citizens make their decision. We have proven that we are not going to 

solve the problem.  

 

Vince Holmes – I am a resident here in Wilmington. I do know that labor is an easy 

target because that is one thing that can be controlled, but it can be awful brutal. 

Wilmington has good city employees in my opinion. Perhaps cuts in personnel could be 

made only through attrition. If there is any way that you can keep from abusing the 

senior employees. We need our senior staffs because of their knowledge base. I have had 

dealings with several people within the city. I have always had good service from them. 

If you ask for something, they fall over themselves to try to help you.  

 

Councilman McKay – We have a timeline that needs to be addressed quickly if anything 

is going to be done quickly. My thought is to have a finance discussion on this or we 

could certainly have another discussion at the next council meeting.  

 

[Discussion of timing of earning tax discussion] 

 

Councilman McKay suggested everybody do research before the next council meeting 

and asked that the discussion be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Mayor Riley pointed out that the Mayor-Elect would not be available until the first 

council meeting in December and he should be part of the discussion.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig - In the first meeting of December, we will begin to revisit the 

newly defeated G1 ordinance as to what the options are for rewriting it or whether it 

needs to be retired. It will be on December 3 at 6 p.m. We will have potential options to 

us. I applaud you on your hard work.  

 

Councilwoman Miller asked when Judiciary Committee would be reviewing the Sewell 

contract. Mayor Riley answered that the Law Director is working on that. Councilman 

Spicer also stated that he wanted clarification of whether council approval was required 

for the contract.  

 

Councilman Spicer asked if the President of Council intended to return Councilman 

Stuckert to his original committee assignments. Clerk Woods explained that she had 

spoken to President Peterson and she will coordinate the changing of the council 

committees with the appointment of a new council member into the vacant First Ward 

spot.  

 

Jonathan McKay – 371 High Street  - Stated that Mr. Mead served the City well. He 

further announced that the Republican Committee will be meeting on November 16, and 

he is the nominee for the Republican Party to serve the vacancy, and he should begin to 

serve that term on November 19. Mr. Mead’s remembrance ceremony is on Sunday, 

November 15. 

  

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph – Stated that the majority of the pay raises were in 

enterprise funds. He further stated that the Sewell contract was signed on October 1 and 

was effective July 1. He pointed out that council in the past had always approved the 

disposal, sale or rental of city property. The contract will provide good revenue for the 

sewer department. He said he was seeking an explanation of the manner in which the 

contract was signed.  
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President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

The Law Director asked for a motion to go into executive session per ORC 121.22 

(G)(4) to discuss the status of our union negotiations. The members elect were invited to 

stay for the session.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to go into Executive Session per 

ORC 121.22 (G)(4) - preparing for, conducting, or reviewing negotiations or bargaining 

sessions with public employees concerning their compensation or other terms and 

conditions of their employment.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Council entered Executive Session at 9:10 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to return to Regular Session. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Council returned to Regular Session at 9:41 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to authorize the Mayor to enter 

into agreements with IAFF (International Association of Fire Fighters) and the 

Wilmington FOP (Federation of Police) Sergeants Unions.  

Motion passed. All yeas.  

  

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President Pro Tem of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL November 19, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, November 19, 2015, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Councilmember 1st Ward 

– Vacant*; Miller, present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

*Councilman Jonathan McKay sworn in during this meeting   

 

Chief Detective Josh Riley was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Stuckert to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, November 5, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay presented new committee assignments.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Stuckert to approve the new council 

committee assignments.  

Motion passed.  

Committee Assignments approved.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley:   

 

Mayor Riley swore-in Councilman First Ward Jonathan McKay at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Mayor Riley presented a proclamation proclaiming the week of November 15-21 as 

Geographic Information Services Week.   

 

Mayor Riley recognized that Neal Musselman, former Streets Department Supervisor, 

passed away earlier in the week.  

 

Mayor Riley introduced John Schum to speak on behalf of the Wilmington Arts 

Collaborative.  

 

John Schum – Wilmington Arts Collaborative – gave a presentation on the Inside Out 

Project in Wilmington, Ohio. This is a series of photographic portraits of children and 

adults from the City displayed throughout the city with the theme “Grit.”  The goal is to 

complete the project in April 2016.  

 

[Discussion of Inside Out Project] 

 

Mary Beth Thorngren stated that information on the Inside Out Program can be found 

online.  

 

Mayor Riley announced that the City of Wilmington received a score of 495 out of 500 

from Miami Valley Risk Management Association on the SPEC (Safety Performance 

Evaluation Checklist) program. He commended the supervisors and the employees on 

the achievement. The only item that was less than perfect was the sidewalk inspection 

and replacement program. The City of Wilmington sidewalk program is complaint 

driven.  

 



 2 

Mayor Riley announced that the Clinton County Free Clinic, located on Sugartree Street 

next to the Fire Department, will be closing their doors because of lack of clientele due 

to increased insurance coverage. A women’s clinic run by Highland County Community 

Action also operates in that building and will continue to offer services. The Clinton 

County Free Clinic will be hosting a farewell reception on December 4 at 5 p.m.  

 

Mayor Riley introduced legislation authorizing a lease agreement with Runway 

Logistics to lease city property at 474 S. Nelson Avenue. He explained that he had been 

working with the Law Director on the lease but had failed to receive council approval 

prior to entering into the agreement.  

 

Councilman Spicer requested clarification on details of contract.  

 

[Discussion of the Details of the Contract] 

 

Law Director Shidaker stated that discrepancies in effective dates written into the 

contract would be amended and the utilities billing schedule could be more thoroughly 

described.  

 

Brett Dixon, Economic Development Director for Clinton County, spoke in favor of the 

contract.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig stated that he would abstain from the approval process because he 

works for the parent company.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Authorizing a Lease Agreement with Runway Logistics, LLC. For 

Building #2 at 474 S. Nelson Avenue, Wilmington, Ohio. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. Jaehnig abstained. All others voted yea. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, abstain; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; 

Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. 

McKay, yes; Jaehnig, abstain. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5267 passed as read. 

 

Auditor – In the absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation authorizing a Jobs and 

Commerce Development Agreement for the Ahresty Connector Project. 

 

Service Director Reinsmith gave an overview of the Ahresty Connector project. Because 

of some sight-line problems on Cuba Road, the funding for the project is going to fall 

short by about a half a million dollars. The city has committed $185,000, and the Jobs 

and Commerce Development funds from ODOT are an additional $343,000. The total 

project cost now is $1.9 million.  

 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into a Jobs and Commerce Economic 

Development Agreement with the State of Ohio Department of Transportation; and 

Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 
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Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and 

give the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as 

read. 

Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, 

yes; Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2440 passed as read. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation to create a Community 

Reinvestment Area. This legislation was postponed at the last council meeting in order 

to give time for the administration to hold an informational meeting with the local 

schools. That meeting went well and all the schools’ questions were answered to their 

satisfaction.  

 

Councilman Spicer he recently talked to the County Auditor who expressed concerns 

regarding the cost outweighing the benefit in certain situations. The application fee may 

not even cover the cost of the abatement in some cases. Councilman Spicer also relayed 

that the County Auditor felt like the schools do not have a clear understanding of the 

impact of the legislation.  

 

Mayor Riley stated that the County Auditor had attended the meeting with the school 

officials. At that time, he expressed concerns but did not state there were any roadblocks.  

 

Councilman Spicer stated he had heard hearsay that there was a concern at the meeting. 

If the evaluation amount was not enough, we could deny the application. There is 

nothing written in here to justify denying the application.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig said it was logic. If the amount they are going to save on the CRA 

is less than the application fee, why would they apply? 

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that this first step is just to apply to the state for the right 

to have the CRA. The application includes a general outline, but the final details and 

approval by council will occur at a later date. The rules can be made more strict later but 

we cannot make it less strict than what the state approves.  

 

Councilman J. McKay asked what the timeframe for approval by the state would be. 

Councilman Jaehnig answered that they hoped to have it done by the end of the year so 

that everything would be in place by January.  

 

[Discussion of the Community Reinvestment Area]  

 

Councilman Spicer stated that he did not want another situation similar to the G1 

legislation. He stated that he was in favor of the CRA but thought that council should 

move more slowly.  

 

Brett Dixon spoke to some regulations that could be put into place in the next phase and 

stated that he would be happy to help with the program.  

 

[Further discussion of the Community Reinvestment Area and taxing rates] 

 

Councilwoman Milburn stated that it was important to incentivize living in the city of 

Wilmington.  
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Mike Mandelstein expressed concern over the CRA and its effect on the City Schools.  

 

Councilman Stuckert asked what could be done about having a public meeting to explain 

the program further.  

 

Councilman Spicer suggested postponing the reading for one more week because of the 

unanswered questions. He suggested they wait until the School Board and the County 

Auditor could be present.  

 

Mayor Riley stated that they County Auditor and the School Administration knew that 

the meeting was taking place and was invited to the council meeting if they had 

comments or suggestions. They did not come in opposition or indicate they had any 

problem.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by J. McKay to give the third reading only 

on the ordinance Implementing Sections 3735.65 Through 3735.70 of the Ohio Revised 

Code, Establishing and Describing the Boundaries of Community Reinvestment Area in 

the City of Wilmington, Designating a Housing Officer to Administer the Program, and 

Creating a Community Reinvestment Housing council and a Tax Incentive Review 

Council. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. Spicer voted no. All others voted yea. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote.  

Motion passed. Spicer voted no. All others voted yea.  

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5268 passed as read. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig presented legislation updating the income tax ordinance, previously 

discussed at the November 5 Council Meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Adding Chapter 172, Income Tax Effective January 1, 2016, to the 

Codified Ordinances of the City of Wilmington, Ohio and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented legislation to authorize an agreement 

with Adams Township to provide fire and EMS services, previously reviewed at the 

November 5 council meeting.    

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Miller to give the second reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter Into an Agreement with the Board of 

Trustees of Adams Township for the Provision of Fire and Emergency Ambulance 

Service for 2016-2017. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that the third reading be on the Agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented the second reading on the budget and 

asked Clerk Woods to speak on an update.  

 

Clerk Woods stated that each councilmember received a packet of information from 

Judge Daugherty requesting amendments to next year’s Municipal Court budget. She 

stated that if changes were made to the current budget legislation, the process would 
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need to start over. Law Director Shidaker further stated that if the proposed changes 

were accepted, council would have to go back to the first reading.  

 

Mayor Riley – My understanding is that the increase in the budget would be offset by 

increased funding through the courts. This is something that could be taken care of next 

year with amendments to the budget.  

 

Mike Daugherty gave an overview of the proposed changes to the Municipal Court 

budget for 2016. The courts will be raising court costs in order to offset the previous 

years’ deficit and to offset a raise in salaries for his staff and cover needed IT upgrades. 

The staff has seen one raise in eight years and did not get step raises.  

 

Councilwoman Miller suggested they would be able to make the changes at the 

beginning of the year rather than changing the budget as it exists in its current form.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the second reading only 

on the ordinance Making Appropriations for Current Expenses and Other Expenses and 

Other Expenditures of the City of Wilmington, Ohio.  

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. Stuckert voted no. All others voted yea.  

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Miller requested that the third reading be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Miller presented legislation making supplemental appropriations: Insurance Fund to 

Insurance Tax Payment - $4,330.00; Anthem Fund to Insurance Tax Payments - 

$4,330.00; Income Tax Fund to Credit Card Fees - $600.00; General Fund to Transfer to 

Hotel Lodging Tax - $14,623.73; Hotel Lodging Tax Fund to Convention and Visitors 

Bureau - $14,623.73. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; J. McKay, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. 

McKay, yes; Miller, yes; 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5269 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous transfers: Transit 

Vehicle Fuel to Benefit Insurance - $8,200.00; Waste Salaries to Benefit Insurance - 

$39,700.00; Sewer Taxes to Benefit Insurance - $5,500.00; Water Contractual Services 

to Benefit Insurance - $5,500.00; M&R Salaries to Benefit Insurance - $3,100.00; and 

Landfill Vehicle Fuel to Incidentals - $1,500.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, 

yes; M. McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5270 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation creating the ODOT Grant Fund.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Establishing a New Fund. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. 

McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5271 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay turned the report over to 

Councilman Jaehnig. 

 

Councilman Jaehnig gave an update on the HoliDazzle event to be held the Saturday 

after Thanksgiving.   

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Councilwoman Milburn had no report.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, there was no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by J. McKay that the Auditor-Treasurer 

Report – October 2015 and the Hotel Lodging Tax – 3rd Quarter 2015 - be accepted as 

presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Vince Holmes – 77 Fulton Street – asked council to repeal the G1 Gateway ordinance.  

 

Mike Mandelstein – 1006 W. Locust Street – Stated that he thought the Community 

Reinvestment Area legislation should not have gone forward without more review. He 

also suggested that citizens will be less likely to vote in favor of income tax or property 

tax increases if the council continues to pursue form-based zoning.  

 

Jennifer Cooper – 481 Walnut Glen – Asked where the city stands in terms of 

purchasing the property at 196 Mulberry adjacent to and affected by the sinkhole. They 

expect to be offered fair market value for the house and were only offered appraisal 

value. Additionally, there are other culverts under the properties in the city that could 

have the same problem and this is a safety concern.  

 

[Discussion of 196 Mulberry and sinkhole] 
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Mayor Riley stated that the owners purchased the property for $16,000. The city is 

willing to give them $20,000 for the property. The current appraisal value of the house 

with the hazards would actually be zero.  

 

Jennifer Cooper said that the offer was rejected because the investment in the house is 

more than the amount offered. The owners are a small business who are buying 

dilapidated houses and fixing them up. It will be financially difficult for them to not 

receive fair market value for the house.  

 

Service Director Reinsmith said he had spoken to the owner and told him if he wished he 

could come up with an engineering plan to support the property. Mayor Riley asked that 

Jennifer Cooper set up a time to further discuss the situation.  

 

Steve Sawsin – 43 Fulton Street – Stated that tax abatement is almost automatically 

given to companies. If you could provide citizens or homeowners tax abatement for five 

years would be good.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained business CRA will no longer exist with this legislation 

and that the CRA would directly benefit the resident who is living in the property.  

 

Scott Kirchner – 245 S. Mulberry St. – Paid his respects to the service of Councilman 

Bob Mead. It was an honor to serve with him. He brought wisdom and dignity to true 

public service. I think the citizens have lost a great man.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by J. McKay to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL December 3, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, December 3, 2015, at 7:30 

p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; J. McKay, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; M. McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by J. McKay to approve the minutes of 

the last regular meeting, November 19, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley had no report.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth had no report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay presented legislation to designate a “Combat 

Wounded” parking space on Walnut Street near the Veteran’s Memorial.  

 

Mayor Riley – The recommendation came from the Clinton County Veterans Services 

Commission. Ray Souder suggested the very first spot because it is at the entrance of the 

memorial.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig – How is it policed? 

 

Mayor Riley – My understanding is it is a courtesy but there would not be fines 

associated with violations.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control File to 

Designate a Combat Wounded Parking Space. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, 

yes; M. McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. 

McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5272 passed as read. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  
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Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented the legislation providing new 

regulations to the Income Tax ordinances, previously reviewed at the November 5 and 

November 19 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the third reading only 

on the ordinance Adding Chapter 172, Income Tax Effective January 1, 2016 to the 

Codified Ordinances of the City of Wilmington, Ohio, and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5273 passed as read. 

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer presented legislation authorizing a mutual aid 

agreement with Adams Township for fire and EMS services, previously reviewed at the 

November 5 and November 19 council meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by J. McKay to give the third reading only 

on a resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into an Agreement with the Board of 

Trustees of Adams Township for the Provision of Fire and Emergency Ambulance 

Service for 2016-2017. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by J. McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2441 passed as read. 

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented budget legislation for 2016, 

previously reviewed on November 5 and November 19.  

 

Paul Hunter noted that he did not see bed tax in the budget for the Parks.  

 

Councilwoman Miller explained that it was approved in Parks and moved to Judiciary. I 

don’t know if it was addressed in Judiciary. The resolution diverting the funds must be 

approved by council first, so it has to go through Judiciary first.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Jaehnig to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Appropriations for Current Expenses and Other Expenses and 

Other Expenditures of the City of Wilmington, Ohio During the Fiscal Year ending 

December 31, 2016. 

President Pro Tem called for a roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, no; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes.  

Motion passed. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes; Stuckert, no.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5274 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers: Uniform 

Maintenance to Maintenance Contract - $650.00 in the Police Fund.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 
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President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, 

yes; J. McKay, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. 

McKay, yes; Miller, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5275 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay asked Councilman Jaehnig to 

report on the recent Holidazzle event.  

 

Mayor Riley thanked DP&L for their sponsorship of the event.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig reported that attendance was down because of the rainy and cold 

weather; however, they only lost fifteen entries into the parade. Next year is the tenth 

anniversary. Only 70 entries will be allowed into the parade. Councilman Jaehnig 

thanked the Wilmington FFA and the Clinton-Warren Fire District for their help in 

getting the parade on the streets. He also thanked the Wilmington Police and Fire 

Departments for their assistance with the event.  

  

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn presented legislation for a 

Recreational Trails grant for $100,000. A 25% match will be required.  

 

Councilwoman Miller pointed out that the match can consist of in-kind services.  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

a resolution Authorization and Support for the Submittal of an Application Trails Grant 

Program and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by Stuckert to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, 

yes; M. McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2442 passed as read. 

 

Service Director – In the absence of Service Director Reinsmith, Mayor Riley gave a 

report on the welcome to Wilmington signage that will be going up soon.  

 

Safety Director – In the absence of Safety Director Russ Burton, there was no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert that the Income Tax Report – 

November 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 
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President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Councilman Spicer announced the Murphy Theatre Christmas Show will be performed 

next weekend, starting on Thursday.   

 

Julie Schanda – 765 N. South Street and employee of City of Wilmington in the Income 

Tax Department. Since the Police and Fire Departments union contracts have been 

approved, I respectfully request that you consider providing raises to the remaining city 

employees as well.  

 

Councilman J. McKay – Kersey Real Estate was broken into on Saturday morning. He 

thanked the Wilmington Police Department. The robbers were caught by the police and 

almost all property was recovered.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared the meeting adjourned. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL December 17, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, December 17, 2015, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; J. McKay, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, absent; M. McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by Jaehnig to excuse the absent member 

(Milburn). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, December 3, as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem Pro Tem McKay introduced legislation ratifying an agreement 

between the Clinton County Municipal Court and the Attorney General of the State of 

Ohio for debt collection services.  

 

Law Director Shidaker explained that the Attorney General will handle the collection of 

court costs in criminal and civil cases. There is a 10% fee. Our court system would like 

to take advantage of that.  

 

[Discussion] 

 

Council members had questions regarding how the agreement would affect the current 

process of collecting court costs and how it would affect the city financially. Concern 

was expressed that no one from the Municipal Court was present. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to postpone the resolution 

ratifying the agreement between the Clinton County Municipal Court and the State of 

Ohio Attorney General for a debt collection until a member of Municipal Court can 

attend the meeting and answer questions. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Resolution postponed.  

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley recognized that Pat Haley, Clinton County Commissioner was 

present at the meeting.  

 

Mayor Riley announced that the City received an employer premium refund from the 

Bureau of Workers Compensation in the amount of $3,901.41.  

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth – As of the end of 16th, the General Fund 

balance is at approximately $1.589 million. We started the year at $2.69 million.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. – In the absence of Chairperson Milburn, there was no 

report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 
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Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig had no report.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee – In the absence of Chairperson Milburn, there was no 

report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig presented legislation making changes to the 

indigent burial policy legislation to specify that remains must be buried in the Sugar 

Grove Cemetery. The City has ten plots set aside for indigent burial at the cemetery.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Amending Ordinance 5238 Relative to the Adoption of an Indigent 

Burial Policy and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; 

M. McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Jaehnig, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5276 passed as read. 

 

Safety Committee  - Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller presented legislation making miscellaneous 

transfers. There are over 20 transfers, most of which have to do with moving money to 

cover the 27th pay period in 2015.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Spicer to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5277 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making supplemental appropriations. 

Councilwoman Miller asked for clarification of a supplemental appropriation from the 

General Fund to “Transfer to EMS” in the amount of $100,000. This supplemental is for 

overtime and the 27th pay period. She asked the amount of overtime versus the amount in 

regular pay. Auditor David Hollingsworth said he did not have the information. He said 

that about $36,000 was actually just a shortfall in the transfer line. $38,000 was actual 

payroll. $20,000 may not be needed.  

 

Councilman Spicer noted that $176,000 was a very large shortfall for the fire and squad. 

He said he thought the chief should have known earlier in the year that his budget was 
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going to be short by a large amount and expressed frustration that council was not given 

the information previously.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. 

McKay, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5278 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation amending the hotel lodging bed tax policy. 

The changes would divert 15% of the hotel lodging tax to the Parks Department. This is 

not to discredit the work of the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. It is to give credit to 

the Wilmington Parks system.  

 

Councilman Spicer said that he supports the parks and agrees that they bring people into 

the community in the same way as the Murphy Theatre does. He said that the changes 

would have a negative impact on the Convention and Visitors Bureau budget. He asked 

for hard numbers for the impact that the parks have on the number of visitors to the 

community. He said the Visitors Bureau has specific information that supports their 

contribution to the community.  

 

Councilwoman Miller argued that the Visitors Bureau reports are not based upon 

Wilmington-specific statistics but based upon formulas derived from neighboring cities.  

 

Councilman Spicer maintained that the hotel and lodging tax was created to help the 

Convention and Visitors Bureau and to take that money away from one entity to give to 

another is wrong.  

 

Councilwoman Miller countered that there is a misconception that the CCCVB (Clinton 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau) is entitled to the entire hotel lodging tax fund. 

They are obligated to get 50% but they get 90%, in addition to the $175,000 they got last 

year from the Clinton County Commissioners. We have cut the park budget since 2008 

by $294,000. It is very common for municipalities to divert a portion of their funds to 

parks.  

 

Councilman Spicer – It was not originally set up that way and it should not be changed.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig said he would have to abstain from the discussion and the vote 

because he is directly affected by the Convention and Visitors Bureau and their budget 

because his spouse is a contracted employee of the CCCVB.  

 

Councilman Stuckert – Originally it was set up to the fund the Convention and Visitors 

Bureau. In hindsight, it probably should have been set up to allocate it differently. I have 

a hard time opposing pulling the original legislation and considering a split.  

 

Councilman Mark McKay asked how much would be given to the parks. Paul Hunter 

offered that the city’s portion of the bed tax last year was $102,000. Councilman McKay 

said that it would be $15,000 to go to the park.  

 

Councilman Jonathan McKay - Offered that he was torn. He asked when it was brought 

to the Convention and Visitors Bureau. Councilman Spicer said that there has not been a 
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meeting of the CCCVB Board to discuss the matter. Councilwoman Miller said that the 

changes had been thoroughly reviewed by the City.  

 

Paul Hunter – 200 Randolph Street – Spoke in favor of reallocating a portion of the hotel 

lodging tax to the parks. He stated the total revenue from the tax has increased 49% 

since 2010. They are making more money now. The current total revenue for the 

Visitors Bureau is $167,000. The City’s parks and trails, festivals, and sporting events 

add considerably to the amount of visitor revenue. He provided the City of Fairborn as 

an example of another community that diverts a portion of their bed tax to their parks 

system.  

 

Steve Pickelsimer – 2017 SR 134 Wilmington, Ohio – Management of Hampton Inn and 

Holiday Inn Express. We represent 76.3% of this tax revenue that is coming into the 

city, so I feel we are due voice in the matter. I am also vice-president of the Board of 

Directors of the Convention and Visitors Bureau. Mr. Pickelsimer gave a statement from 

the CCCVB outlining the impact of loss of funding and stated his support of the CCCVB 

retaining all of the funding from the hotel and lodging tax.   

 

Paul Hunter asked if CCCVB considered moving into smaller quarters. It seems 

extensive for two people and a copier machine. Councilman McKay also pointed out that 

the CCCVB building has no handicapped access.  

 

Steve Pickelsimer said that the Parks were not bringing in the number of large 

tournaments they have had in the past, so they do not really contribute that much to the 

hotel traffic in Wilmington. Councilwoman Miller countered that one of the reasons that 

there are fewer tournaments is because the parks does not have the funding to maintain 

the fields. The Parks could potentially use the extra $15,000 to leverage receipt of a 

much larger amount in grant moneys.  

 

Paul Hunter offered that if the growth of the hotel lodging tax matched recent years, the 

money would be recouped quickly by the CCCVB. Steve Pickelsimer countered that the 

cost of doing business offsets any growth in the hotel lodging tax. Elizabeth Miller spoke 

in favor moving a portion of the money over to the parks.  

 

[Discussion of Hotel Lodging Tax] 

 

Scott Holmer – 520 N. Walnut Street – Treasurer of Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

Spoke against moving the funds to the park. Currently a 3% bed tax is remitted quarterly 

to the city. The city takes out 10% for administration. He asked for clarification if there 

would be 25% total taken out or if it was 15% total. Councilwoman Miller clarified that 

the allocation would be 75% to the CVB (Convention and Visitors Bureau), 15% to the 

Parks and 10% for administration. Scott Holmer stated that a direct conversation with 

the CVB regarding the effects of the changes would be a good idea.  

 

Chris Walls – 372 W. Locust Street – Understands that the CVB is very important; 

however, so much has been taken away from the parks and they need to be supported 

because of quality of life issues, especially for those with children. He spoke in favor of 

allocating a portion of the money to the Parks.  

 

Paul Fear – 527 Randolph Street – I agree the city has cut back our support of the parks 

from the city. We do have a parks levy that supports the parks. In addition, the parks are 

supported by the city in other ways. The parks have found enough money to put in a dog 

park and a splash park. They are closing down one of the fields, so they will not be able 

to support tournaments anyway.  

 

Mayor Riley suggested that at the next regularly scheduled Finance Committee meeting, 

the topic should be reviewed. At that meeting, we should solicit the board members from 

the CVB and the Executive Director from the CVB to come to the meeting and discuss it 

further. Steve Pickelsimer asked that the meeting wait until Executive Director Debbie 

Stamper comes back from medical leave.  
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to give the postpone the 

resolution Amending the City of Wilmington Hotel Lodging Excise Tax Code of 

Regulations. 

President Pro Tem called for a roll call vote. 

Roll call:  M. McKay, yes; Jaehnig, abstain; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Resolution postponed until January 7 council meeting.  

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Spicer had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay stated that MC Grill on the 

south side of town would be having an open house on Saturday.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Stuckert had no report.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller that the Auditor-Treasurer 

Report – November 2015 be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Pro Tem McKay opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members 

of council to address council while in session.   

 

Bill Liermann – 1069 Linhof Drive – Has been a liaison between the city schools and 

council for the past couple of years. Appreciates the good working relationship between 

the city and the schools.  

 

President Pro Tem McKay asked if anyone else wished to address council while in 

session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Pro Tem McKay asked for a motion 

to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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COUNCIL December 29, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in special session on Tuesday, December 29, 2015, at 5:30 

p.m. with President Pro Tem Mark McKay presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, absent; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

President Pro Tem of Council  

 

President Pro Tem McKay introduced legislation ratifying an agreement between the 

Clinton County Municipal Court and the State of Ohio Attorney General’s Office for 

debt collection.  

 

Chief Bailiff Brian Kratzer provided an overview of the program and explained the debt 

collection process.  

 

A motion was made by Stuckert and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading only 

on a resolution Ratifying and Approving an Agreement Between the Clinton County 

Municipal court and the Attorney General of the State of Ohio for Local Government 

Debt Collection; and Declaring an Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the resolution by title only.   

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. 

McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the resolution by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to pass the resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller yes; Milburn, yes; M. 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Res. No. 2443 passed as read. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay introduced legislation authorizing the Service 

Director to advertise for bids and enter into contract for the Airborne Connector Project.  

 

Taylor Stuckert provided an overview of the Airborne Connector Project.  

 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading 

only on the ordinance Authorizing the Advertising for Bids for the Construction of the 

Airborne Road Connector (Phase I) and for Contracting for Same, and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

 

McKay requested that the second and third readings be on the agenda for the January 7 

meeting.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller introduced legislation making reverse 

appropriations.  
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A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Spicer, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Stuckert to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5279 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller said that Item 6B on the agenda, Making Supplemental 

Appropriations, was not needed.  

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President Pro Tem called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by J. McKay to suspend the rules and give 

the second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. 

McKay, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; M. McKay, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Miller, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President Pro Tem of Council declared Ord. No. 5280 passed as read. 

 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn. 

President Pro Tem declared the meeting adjourned.  

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 
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