










 

 

President of Council 

Remarks  

1-4-2018 

 

As President of Council I am very excited about the prospect of starting a 

new year with this group of council members, all of whom I feel I can call a 

friend. 

It is very important for council to have intelligent debate, ask probing 

questions and deliberate effectively on issues that affect the citizens of 

Wilmington. I truly believe that this diverse council made up of both men and 

women, young and “older” and being members of both political parties will 

honestly and effectively work together to govern this city in the best way 

possible. 

I think it was best said by retiring councilman Joe Spicer in his remarks at his 

last council meeting in December, “that upon being elected to his first term as 

councilman he was offered two pieces of advice…one that came from a 

Democrat friend who, told him to run for his party, but once you are elected, 

that party goes away and you represent only the citizens. The second came 

from the late Bob Mead, who told him to stand for what you think is right, 

even if you are standing alone. He closed by stating to council, always do 

what you think is right. 

You have all campaigned, been elected by the citizens and therefore been 

asked to represent their best interests. 

I believe that this council should and will heed Joe's advice when making 

important decisions, not as members of any special interest group, but only as 

members of council and more importantly Citizens of Wilmington!  

  

 

Just a couple of housekeeping items with this being the first meeting of this 

council I would like to set some common sense guidelines for citizens 

addressing council. 

 I would ask that you be recognized by the chair before making a statement 

from the floor. I would hope that remarks and comments (unless germane to 

the discussion at hand) be offered at the end of the meeting during the public 

comment portion of the meeting. Please keep your comments to 3 minutes (at 



which time you will be notified by the Clerk) and no more than 5 minutes. If 

you feel you are going to need more time, please contact the Clerk prior to 

council for approval.  

I know you all are excited to get started with the meeting so let’s get going.  





















































































1 
 

 
COUNCIL                                                                                              May 17

th
, 2018 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, May 17
th

, 2018, at 
7:30 p.m. with President Mark McKay presiding. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President of Council called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Roll Call: J. McKay, present; Allbright, present; Fickert, present; Purkey, present; 

Liermann, present; Swindler, present; Williams, absent.  

 

Motion by J. McKay and second by B. Liermann to excuse the absent member (T. 

Williams).  

 

Chief Weyand present as Sergeant at Arms. 

 
Council participated in the Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence.  
 

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

President M. McKay asked if there were any changes to the agenda 

 

Motion by B. Liermann and seconded by M. Allbright to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Agenda approved as presented. 

 

President M. McKay asked if there were any changes or corrections to the minutes. M. 

Allbright stated that on page 4, Mike Crowe’s name is incorrectly spelled. No amendment of 

minutes is needed for a typo, but it is noted for correction. 

 

Motion by K. Swindler and seconded by M. Purkey to approve to minutes the May 3
rd

 

minutes as presented.  
Motion passed. 
Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President McKay presented Sam Stratman to fill Council position on Clinton County 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. Motion by M. Purkey and second by B. Liermann to 

approve appointment. All yeas.  

 

MAYOR  
 

Amanda Harrison, President of local United Way, and Cheryl Roberts, Board President, 

provided summary of the work of United Way. UW funds thirty programs. Harrison 

provided information on how funds are dispersed and used. She also highlighted the 3-1-

1 program.  

 

Mayor Stanforth had one proclamation to present. Mayor Stanforth proclaimed May 13
th

 

through 19
th

 Police Week.   

 

Mayor Stanforth updated council on various local events including Wine Walk, Farmers 

Market, and the Little Hearts Big Smiles 5k this Saturday. Stanforth also noted B. 

Liermann and T. Williams have birthdays next week. 

 

AUDITOR 
Auditor – Auditor Hollingsworth was absent. 

 

SERVICE AND SAFETY DIRECTOR 
Safety/Service Director– Director Shidaker summarized news article regarding the 

Caesars Creek O&M bill. He stated he is not going to present a supplemental request to 

council that he can’t justify. He is still researching what is going on with the billing from 

the Army Corp of Engineers. He appreciates the understanding and support from council 

regarding this.  
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He noted the French Bridge is open and the second bridge could be open tomorrow but if 

not, the contractors will come in on Saturday. He will present to council soon for the 

supplemental for the street project.  

 

President McKay opened the public hearing at 8:00 p.m. regarding the general plan for 

the harmful algal bloom. Superintendent Schaffer summarized the work completed to 

create several barriers to prevent the harmful algal bloom from getting into the finished 

drinking water. He listed repairs done to the intake at Caesar Creek Lake, repairs to the 

reservoirs, the installation of an ultrasonic device into the small reservoir, and 

adjustments to the carbon filtration system that all create additional barriers for the 

prevention of HAB reaching the finished water. Schaffer reiterated that the public 

hearing was a requirement of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, and asked for 

any questions from Council.   

 

No questions were offered, and President McKay closed the public hearing at 8:09 p.m. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTION 
Asset, Acquisition and Use – Chairperson Purkey had one item. He introduced 

Ordinance No. O-18-31 for a second reading. He noted Karen Buckley, property 

owner’s legal representation, was also present.  

 
Motion by M. Purkey and seconded by J. McKay to give the second reading only on 

Ordinance No. O-18-31 Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Annexation Agreement 

regarding certain territory located on SR 22/3 and owned by Michael J. and Janet M. Sepela 

pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §§709.022 and 709.192. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 
M. Purkey asked that a third reading be on the next agenda.  

 
Cemetery Committee – Chairperson J. McKay also commented on the bridge being 

open.  

 

City Revitalization Committee – Convener J. McKay introduced Joe Knueven, the new 

Wilmington Library Director. Director Knueven presented a short summary of his 

history and hopes for the future of the library, including fostering more external 

relationships throughout the community.  

 

J. McKay introduced Retained Hotel Lodging Request from the Nowhere Else Music, 

Art, and Earth Foundation. J. McKay summarized the request for $10,000 to provide 

tickets to the festival for veterans. J. McKay presented the rubric that the Committee 

used while scoring the request and introduced Linford Detweiler from Over the Rhine 

band to present to Council.. 

 

Mr. Detweiler reviewed the request and goals for the foundation and provided 

information and metrics on the Nowhere Else Festival, stating the event brings in 

Grammy Award winning musicians from around the country. Mr. Detweiler said their 

goal is to build a world class music and arts festival in Clinton County. Mr. Detweiler 

also mentioned that because there is no camping available at the site of the festival, they 

are utilizing area bed and breakfasts and hotels in the county for lodging for numerous 

out of state guests, and provided a spreadsheet with the attendees and where they were 

traveling from. 

 

K. Swindler asked if the foundation was a non-profit, and if all the money from the 

festival was going to the foundation. Mr. Detweiler stated that the grant will go directly 

to the 503(c). Mr. Detweiler stated that not only would the City be investing in the 

festival to keep it going for the economic benefit of the community, they are doing 

something meaningful for area veterans.  

 

B. Liermann stated he thought the project was a great idea.  

 

M. Purkey inquired about the current balance of the Retained Hotel Lodging balance, 

Clerk M. Miller stated it is in the packet and the current balance before the previous 
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DWCIC request is fulfilled is $76k, and she also clarified that the second quarter balance 

has not been added to the total. 

 

K. Swindler stated she had a procedural question, and asked J. McKay if it was his 

intention when determining a rubric score for a RHLT request form, to still present it to 

full council and ask for Council opinion even after the Committee has made a scoring 

determination. J. McKay stated that the answer is yes and no, and said he wants the 

Committee to make the decisions, however if the Committee cannot come to a decision, 

then the matter will be brought before full Council.  

 

K. Swindler inquired if there will be notice given before the request is brought to full 

Council, and she further stated that it’s a consistent issue that there are detailed RHLT 

requests made, but these documents have not been available to the Council Members 

who are not on the not on the Committee. K. Swindler expressed frustration, stated it is 

mind blowing that they are asked to review large requests for funding and have not been 

given the adequate amount of time to do so when they only receive the paperwork at the 

beginning of a meeting. K. Swindler stated this has happened multiple times and 

procedurally, if full Council will be involved in decision making, they have to have the 

material available beforehand. J. McKay said that is correct, and stated this has 

happened twice, but on this occasion there was a time crunch. J. McKay stated in future, 

requests will not be presented to Council the night of the meeting. As Committee Chair, 

J. McKay apologized that this had happened on short notice again.  

 

K. Swindler stated because there is no set process, it doesn’t look good that Council is 

reviewing requests without adequate time to make educated decisions.  K. Fickert also 

stated she did not have time to formulate her questions to ask the requestors. J. McKay 

stated as the request are made in the future, he will make sure Council has the 

information to review.  

 

K. Swindler also stated that groups who are requesting the RHLT funds take a lot of 

time and effort putting together their proposals, and the least the Committee and Council 

can do is take them seriously.  

 

Mayor Stanforth stated the request is a lot of money on the spur of the moment. M. 

Purkey stated it shouldn’t be spur of the moment, but it was because of the current 

circumstances. Stanforth stated it doesn’t change the facts. 

 

K. Swindler stated her initial hesitation was based on the previous RHLT grant that was 

given for OTR and the Third Friday concert, and not creating the perception that one 

group is being favored. K. Swindler did state it’s nice to know the fund balance. M. 

Purkey agreed with K. Swindler that knowing the current balance of the fund is helpful.  

 

K. Swindler stated that every request that is being funded at this point has set a 

precedent for future requests, and because this request specifically is not one that is in 

the City limits, she inquired if the Committee had discussed how to deal with requests 

like this in the future. K. Swindler noted the County also collects its own Hotel Lodging 

Funds.  

 

J. McKay stated that it was brought up, and the question was asked. K. Swindler asked 

what the determination was. J. McKay stated because there were only two Committee 

members present, so the request was brought to full Council for determination. Clerk M. 

Miller asked for permission to clarify, stating that the request from the Over the Rhine 

Foundation was for local veterans, which met the quality of life requirement on the 

rubric. 

 

M. Purkey also clarified that even though the County does receive Hotel Lodging Funds, 

99% of those are allocated to the CVB for their annual budget.   

 

K. Swindler stated she wanted clarity for the next request that doesn’t come from within 

the City. K. Swindler stated there need to be rules going forward outlining how the 

request needs to specifically apply to the City’s Retained Hotel Lodging Funds, 

especially requests that don’t have as clear of an impact as the one they are currently 

reviewing. 
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Mr. Detweiler asked to briefly speak to Mayor Stanforth’s comment about the request 

for funding being “spur of the moment”. Mr. Detweiler gave a brief history of his four 

year residence in Clinton County, including the purchase and restoration of their farm. 

Mr. Detweiler stated this to him, does not feel like a spur of the moment request. 

 

Mayor Stanforth clarified that he was speaking to the limited time Council had been 

given to review the request, not to Mr. Detweiler’s specific request for funding. 

Stanforth stated he was happy for Mr. Detweiler’s presence at the meeting.  

 

K. Swindler also reiterated her frustration is with Council because this request was 

received on April 13
th

 and only just now being brought before them on May 17
th

. K. 

Swindler also stated she didn’t want it to be misinterpreted as frustration with the 

Foundation. 

 

K. Fickert asked Mr. Detweiler what the vetting process is for those who can receive the 

veteran’s tickets. Mr. Detweiler stated with the help of Operation Cherrybend’s Flight 

Deck Organization and other consultants they employ, they will steer candidates to the 

opportunity to attend. K. Fickert asked what would happen if they received more than 

100 requests for the tickets, and Mr. Detweiler stated if they received the funding, they 

would work very hard to make sure that they fulfilled the additional requests if they 

went over the 100 tickets. 

 

A motion was made by J. McKay and second by M. Allbright to accept the proposal 

from Nowhere Else Music, Art, and Earth Foundation.    

Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; 

Swindler, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

Nowhere Else Music, Art, and Earth Foundation request for $10,000.00 is approved. 

 
Finance Committee – Chairperson Swindler had one item, a supplemental request form from 

the General Fund to the Income Tax Fund the sum of $35,000.00 for Income Tax Refunds. 

 

Motion by K. Swindler and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading only on 

Ordinance  No. O-18-34 Making supplemental appropriations.  

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

  

Motion by K. Swindler and seconded by M. Purkey to suspend the rules and regulations and 

give the second and third readings on the Ordinance 

Roll call:  Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; Swindler, yes; J. 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

Motion by K. Swindler and seconded by M. Purkey to pass the Ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; Swindler, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Allbright, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-18-34 passed as read. 

 

Judiciary Committee – Chairperson Purkey had three items on the agenda.  

 

M. Purkey introduced O-18-29. M. Purkey summarized the clinic zoning legislation 

again. Councilperson K. Swindler noted again she would be abstaining from the vote 

due to her employment with CMH and their ownership of several clinics. 

 

Motion by M. Purkey and seconded by K. Fickert to give the third reading on Ordinance No. 

O-18-29 Amending section 1131.20 Clinic of the Wilmington Codified Ordinances 

5 yeas. 1 abstain (Swindler). 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 
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President M. McKay noted he will pass on roll call.  

 

Motion by M. Purkey and seconded by K. Fickert to pass the Ordinance as read. 

5 yeas. 1 abstain (K. Swindler). 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-18-29 passed as read. 

 

M. Purkey introduced O-18-30, and seeing no additional comments, moved for third 

reading.  

 

Motion by M. Purkey and seconded by M. Allbright to give the third reading on Ordinance 

No. O-18-30 Amending section 1157.021 Permitted uses of Chapter 1157 Industrial District 

Regulation of the Wilmington Codified Ordinances. 

5 yeas. 1 abstain (K. Swindler). 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

Motion by M. Purkey and seconded by M. Allbright to pass the Ordinance as read. 

5 yeas. 1 abstain (K. Swindler). 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-18-30 passed as read. 

 

M. Purkey introduced Ordinance O-18-35 Amending Section of Chapter 725 Home 

Sales of the Codified Ordinance of the City of Wilmington. M. Purkey stated this 

pertained to yard sales and garage sales, changing the responsibility for the permit from 

the Auditors office to the Service Director’s Office. M. Purkey stated the Ordinance will 

also be removing the $2 application fee and changing the permitted hours for sales to 

7am-7pm. 
 

Motion by M. Purkey and seconded by K. Swindler to give the first reading only on 

Ordinance O-18-35 Amending Section of Chapter 725 Home Sales of the Codified 

Ordinance of the City of Wilmington. 
All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

M. Purkey asked that a second and third reading be on the next agenda. 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Chairperson Liermann had no action but summarized 

park events and the castle playground replacement project. K. Fickert provided update 

on the new designs for the replacement.  

 

Safety/ Transportation Committee – Chairperson Liermann had one item, R-18-21, 

accepting a grant for the Bullet Proof Vest Partnership for the Police Department. 

 

Motion by B. Liermann and seconded by K. Fickert to give the first reading only on 

Resolution No. R-18-21, Authoring acceptance of grant funds from the Department of Justice 

for the Bullet Proof Vest Partnership 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution by title only. 

 

Motion by B. Liermann and seconded by K. Fickert to suspend the rules and regulations and 

give second and third reading on the Resolution. 

Roll call:  Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; Swindler, yes; J. McKay, yes; Allbright, yes; 

Fickert, yes.  

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution by title only. 

 

Motion by B. Liermann and seconded by M. Purkey to pass the Resolution as read. 

Roll call:  Liermann, yes; Swindler, yes; J. McKay, yes; Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; 

Purkey, yes;  
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Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Resolution No. R-18-21 passed as read. 

 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling – Chairperson Allbright had two items, legislation for the Waste 

Rate increase and the Landfill Note Ordinance.  

 

M. Allbright introduced O-18-32, regarding the new Ordinance for the Waste Rate 

increase for a second and third reading.  

 

Motion by M. Allbright and seconded by J. McKay to suspend the rules and regulations and 

give second and third reading on Ordinance No. O-18-32 Rescinding Codified Ordinance 

§925.24 and adopting new Codified Ordinance in Chapter 925 regarding classification and 

rates for refuse collections. 

Roll call: Swindler, yes; J. McKay, yes; Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; 

Liermann, yes.  

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

Motion by M. Allbright and seconded by J. McKay to pass the Ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; 

Swindler, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-18-32 passed as read. 

 

M. Allbright thanked everyone who worked on the Ordinance.  

 

M. Allbright introduced O-18-33 for a second and third reading, stating this ordinance 

will help pay off the existing landfill notes at a higher rate. 

 

Motion by M. Allbright and seconded by K. Fickert to suspend the rules and regulations and 

give second and third reading on Ordinance No. O-18-33, An Ordinance providing for the 

issuance and sale of notes in the maximum aggregate principal amount of $250,000, in 

anticipation of the issuance of bonds, for the purpose of paying at maturity, together with 

other lawfully available city funds, the city’s outstanding Landfill Facility Improvement 

Bond anticipation notes, and paying related lawful costs; appropriating $250,000 from the 

Waste Fund; authorizing a purchase agreement and a registrar agreement; and declaring an 

emergency. 
Roll call:  J. McKay, yes; Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; 

Swindler, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

Motion by M. Allbright and seconded by K. Fickert to pass the Ordinance as read. 

Roll call: Allbright, yes; Fickert, yes; Purkey, yes; Liermann, yes; Swindler, yes; 

Williams, yes; J. McKay, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-18-33 passed as read. 

 

President McKay noted Superintendent Crowe was present and thanked him for his 

work.  

 

Streets Committee – Chairperson T. Williams was absent and no report was presented.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Fickert had no report. 

 

Water Committee – Chairperson Swindler had no report.  

 

REPORTS TO COUNCIL 
 

A motion was made by J. McKay and seconded by M. Purkey to accept Auditor 

Treasurer Report. 
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Motion passed. 
Report accepted as presented. 

 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 

 

J. McKay thanked the city for the card and appreciated the thoughtfulness during the 

past few weeks. B. Liermann also thanked the acknowledgement and thoughts and 

support during this time for his family.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by B. Liermann. 
President M. McKay declared meeting adjourned. 
Council adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:  

 

     _________________________________________ 
     President of Council 

 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     Clerk 
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